Redistricting Talking Points

Framing message: Don't spend taxpayer money fixing a problem that doesn't exist. Don't
use politics as an excuse to weaken Black political power.

This isn't about whether Mississippi can redraw its maps. It's about whether Mississippi
needs to in 2026 —and whether taxpayers should be forced to pay for a process they never
asked for. Any attempt to redraw the maps in a way that reduces Black political
opportunity in a state where nearly 40% of the state’s population is Black is
discriminatory. Plain and simple.

1. “Our Legislative Maps Are Legal. We Don’t Need to Redistrict.”

Mississippi’s current legislative maps are legal.

There is no legal requirement to redraw the legislative maps right now.

The current legislative maps were drawn using the 2020 Census data—and that is the
same census data that would be used if the Legislature redistricted now.

Nothing about the underlying census data has changed in a way that requires a new
legislative map.

If the legislative maps are legal and the underlying data is the same, what problem are we
solving?

Redistricting should respond to a genuine legal or demographic need—not political
pressure.

Key messaging:

“If the legislative maps are legal, why are we redrawing them?”

“Same census. Legal maps. No mandate to redraw.”

“Mississippi does not need new maps. Mississippi needs its Legislature focused on the
people.”

“Redistricting should happen when the law requires it—not because the Governor wants
it.”

2. This Is a Waste of Taxpayer Dollars.

A special session doesn't happen for free.

Legislative hearings, travel, staff time, security, administrative costs, and the eventual
special session all require taxpayer resources.

Those resources should be spent addressing problems Mississippians actually asked their
elected officials to address.

Taxpayers should not be asked to foot the bill for an unnecessary political exercise.



Key messaging:

“Mississippians are paying for a problem that doesn’t exist.”

“Every unnecessary hearing comes with a taxpayer-funded price tag.”
“Before spending taxpayer dollars on new maps, ask: who asked for them?”
“A special session should solve a problem—not manufacture one.”
“Taxpayer dollars should fund public priorities, not political priorities.”

3. “The People Didn’t Ask for This.”

The Legislature is supposed to represent the people.

Redistricting is an extraordinary exercise of legislative power that should be grounded in
a clear public need.

Here, the push is not coming from voters demanding new maps.

It is coming from the Governor directing the Legislature toward a special session.

That raises a fundamental democratic question: Who is this process serving?

Legislators should be responsive to their constituents—not simply carry out an executive
directive.

The question isn't whether legislators can redraw the maps. It's whether they should,
given that there is no legal requirement and no demonstrated public demand.

Key messaging:

“The people didn’t ask for this. The Governor did.”

“The Legislature represents the people—not the Governor.”

“Who asked for new maps? Not Mississippi voters.”

“This is supposed to be a government of the people—not a government directed from the
top down.”

“Before legislators redraw the districts, they should answer one question: Who asked you
to?”

4. “Reducing Black Political Power is Wrong, No Matter the Excuse”

Redistricting should never be used to weaken the political power of Black voters.
If lawmakers redraw districts in a way that makes it harder for Black voters to elect
candidates of their choice or reduces Black voters’ political opportunity, that is racial

discrimination. Calling it partisan redistricting does not change that.

There is no partisan justification for weakening Black political power.
Any new maps must protect the right of Black voters—and every community—to have
an equal opportunity to participate in our democracy and elect candidates of their choice.



Key messaging:

e “You can’t justify racial discrimination by calling it partisan.”
“If a new map makes it harder for Black voters to elect candidates of their choice or
reduces their political opportunity, that is discrimination.”

e “Black voters deserve an equal opportunity to participate in our democracy and elect
candidates of their choice.”

Larger Campaign Frame
NO NEED. NO MANDATE. NO PUBLIC DEMAND. THIS IS DISCRIMINATION.
NO NEED. Our current legislative maps are legal, and there is no requirement to redraw them.
NO MANDATE. The Legislature is not required to undertake this process.
NO PUBLIC DEMAND. Mississippians did not ask for a special session or new maps.

So why are we doing this? Mississippi taxpayers shouldn't have to pay for a political process
they never asked for. The only reason the legislature is doing this is to eliminate Black political
opportunity. That is racial discrimination. Plain and simple.




Testifying at the Redistricting Hearing

Guidance for community members

A few reminders before you speak

Show up 5-10 minutes early to sign up to speak.

Start by giving your name and the town or legislative district where you live.

Keep it short. You will have five minutes to speak. Pick the points that matter most to you.

Speak from your own experience. Your story is powerful evidence on its own. Feel free to ask

guestions, but do not expect an answer from the committee members.

® Avoid referring to partisanship or political parties, like Democrats and Republicans. Focus on the
racial impacts of redistricting rather than the partisan ones.

e Thank the committee for the chance to speak, even while you disagree with the process.

You know your community best. These are three points to help you tell lawmakers, in your own
words, why this matters. Use your own stories and your own voice — you don't need to
memorize anything or use legal language.

1. There is no reason Mississippi has to redraw the maps right now.

Lawmakers are pointing to a recent U.S. Supreme Court case out of Louisiana, called Callais, as
the reason for this redistricting process. But that ruling does not order or require Mississippi to
redraw anything. Nothing in the law is forcing this to happen right now. If the Legislature
changes the maps anyway, that is a choice lawmakers are making, not something they are
required to do. The only legitimate reason to redraw the maps now is to expand Black political
opportunity, not diminish it.

2. For those of us in Black-majority districts, changing our lines means losing our voice.

If you currently live in a district where Black voters make up the majority, this is your chance to
explain what that district means to you. Tell the committee, in your own words, how your
current district lets Black voters elect someone who listens to your community and fights for
your interests. What are those interests? How does your current representative fight for you?
Be clear that you do not want the lines changed to reduce the number of Black voters in your
district. If they do, it will be harder for the Black community to elect candidates who truly
represent it — and harder for Black voters’ interests to be heard in Jackson.

3. Redrawing Black-majority districts to weaken Black voting power is discrimination
— on purpose.

It doesn't matter what reason lawmakers give for new maps. If the result makes it harder for
Black voters to elect the candidates of our choice, that is intentional discrimination against Black
voters. Doing it on purpose, knowing the harm it will cause, is exactly what it sounds like —
discrimination, plain and simple.
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