Questions to Ask the Committee

For community members at redistricting hearings

Most hearings set aside time for public comment, and some committee members will respond to direct
guestions on the record. You don't have to ask all of these — pick one or two that matter most to you,
and ask them clearly and calmly. If a committee member dodges or gives a vague answer, it's okay to
note that for the record: "l don't think that answered my question, but thank you."

1. Why are we doing this now?

"Can you explain why the Legislature is redrawing voting maps right now, in the middle of the decade,
when nothing requires it?"

Why this question matters: Mississippi's current maps were just put in place after a federal court
ordered new majority-Black districts and special elections. The court is currently considering
whether those maps should remain in place. Redrawing again so soon, with no new census and no
court order, deserves a clear answer.

2. Did the Callais ruling actually say you have to redistrict?

"Can you point to the specific part of the Callais decision that requires Mississippi to redraw its maps?
Isn't it true that ruling didn't order Mississippi to redistrict?"

Why this question matters: The Supreme Court's Callais decision made it harder for voters to sue to
create new majority-Black districts. It did not order Mississippi to redraw its maps. Lawmakers
should have to say plainly whether they are following a court order or making a choice.

3. If Callais is forcing this, does that mean you're going after Black-majority districts?

"If you're saying Callais requires this process, does that mean Black-majority districts will be redrawn or
reduced? Will you commit right now to not eliminating any current Black-majority district?"

Why this question matters: This pins lawmakers down. If they can't answer yes to protecting
Black-majority districts, that tells the room what this process is really about.

4. When will the special session be?

"When exactly will the Governor call the special session, and when will awmakers vote on new maps?
Will the public get to see and comment on proposed maps before that vote?"

Why this question matters: As of this summer, the Governor has said he may call a special session
on redistricting later this year but hasn't set a date. Community members deserve real notice and a
real chance to review maps before any vote — not a rushed, closed-door process.



5. The 2020 Census data hasn't changed — so why redistrict again?
"The population numbers from the 2020 Census that were used to draw the current districts haven't

changed. What new data are you using to justify redrawing maps now?"

Why this question matters: Redistricting is normally tied to new census data every ten years. Doing
it again now, without new numbers, is unusual and should be explained.

6. Will you pass state-level protections against discriminatory redistricting?

"There's already a bill in the Legislature, the Mississippi Voting Rights Act, that would protect against

discriminatory maps. Will you commit to passing that protection before, or together with, any new
maps?"

Why this question matters: A Mississippi Voting Rights Act has already been introduced this year. If
lawmakers are serious about a fair process, they should be willing to put state-level protections in
place first — not redraw maps and worry about protections later.

Tips for asking questions

e Write your question down ahead of time so nerves don't throw you off.
* Ask one clear question at a time — it's harder to dodge a simple, direct question.
e Stay calm and respectful, even if the answer is unsatisfying. You're building a public record.

e If you don't get a real answer, say so politely and move on — that non-answer is itself useful.



