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People are thrown out of their 350.000
homes because COVID :

threw them out of their jobs.
They should do
something about that.

Mississippians
don’t have health
insurance.

They should do
something about that.

The justice courts
are filled with people
who won’t get

Politicians are trying to
because .
:cjhleJySc!rI\Sc:aEfford CENSURE the teaching

) of Mississippi history.
legal representation.
T hould d They should do
ey should do something about that.
something about that.

There are Mississippians living in poverty and under
oppression, not because of choices they made, but because

of a SYSTEM DESIGNED to keep them oppressed.

They really should do something about that.

In the fight to dismantle Mississippi’s culture of
injustice, there is no “they” coming to the rescue.

THAT FIGHT
IS UP 10 US.

It’s up to those of us who are willing to confront
the challenges of racial, economic, and social
injustice head on.

It’s up to those who will stand up for people of
color, the poor, and those shut out of the legal
justice system.

The fight is up to us, and to those who support
us and fight alongside us.

THE MISSISSIPPI CENTER FOR JUSTICE
We are the they.




TS UP TO US TO

DISMANTLE THE SYSTEM

It’s common to hear that Mississippi’s justice system is broken, but in reality, it
works exactly as it was designed to work. Issues in Mississippi today don’t just “pop
up.” They’re manifestations of a generations-old, systemic effort to keep people of
color, the poor, and other historically marginalized people stuck in a perpetual
sharecropping system that benefits the wealthy and powerful.

THE MISSISSIPPI CENTER FOR JUSTICE
(MCJ) AND ITS SUPPORTERS WORK TO
DISMANTLE THAT SYSTEM THROUGH A
POTENT COMBINATION OF DIRECT LEGAL
SERVICES, STRATEGIC POLICY ADVOCACY,
AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH.

MCJ’s ongoing campaigns focus on fair housing, consumer protection and public
benefits, health law, and immigration. But MCJ’s work isn’t limited to those areas.

MCJ is nimble and resourceful, taking on cases that may not fit into a
single program area - or an existing budget allocation - but that do fit
into MCJ’s mission. When MCJ sees injustice, MCJ takes it on, raising
the money and championing the cases that lead to change.

MCJ sees the opportunities lost, the damage caused, and the people hurt by

Mississippi’s systemic racism and injustice every day. Our work on the frontlines and
in the trenches shapes our work at the policy level.
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Vangela M. Wade

“MCJ’S WORK GIVES EVERYONE WHO
IS A PART OF IT - OUR ATTORNEYS, OUR
PARTNERS, OUR SUPPORTERS, AND THE
CLIENTS WE SERVE - THE OPPORTUNITY

TO TAKE ACTION.

Together, we are the ‘they’ that will create a
Mississippi in which everyone who wants a better
life, stability, and equity will have it.”

VANGELA M. WADE, MCJ President and CEO
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THE FIGHT FOR
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
S UP TO US

On December 1, 2021, the U.S. Supreme
Court heard oral arguments in Dobbs v.
Jackson Women’s Health Organization,

a landmark case that threatens to overturn
Roe v. Wade. The leaked draft of a Supreme
Court majority opinion on May 2, 2022,
indicates the court will overturn the 1973
decision that legalized abortion.

“FOR OVER 50 YEARS, THE SUPREME COURT HAS SAID WE
HAVE THIS RIGHT. THIS CASE COULD TAKE ALL OF THAT AWAY.
WE ARE GOING COMPLETELY BACKWARD.”

SHANNON BREWER, CLINIC DIRECTOR, JACKSON WOMEN’S HEALTH ORGANIZATION

MCJ served as co-counsel in the case, representing Jackson Women’s
Health Organization, Mississippi’s only abortion clinic, in its fight to block
a 2018 law passed by the Mississippi legislature that would ban abortions
after 15 weeks, well before fetal viability. If upheld, the law will have the
greatest impact on poor women and women of color.

“Our patients are the women who can’t afford to take more time off work
to travel or fly to another state to have an abortion,” said Shannon Brewer,
clinic director at Jackson Women’s Health Organization. “If this law is
allowed to take effect, it will be detrimental to women in Mississippi. It will
be detrimental to women in the South, and, eventually, this law is going to
be detrimental to women everywhere.”

“It’s ironic that the State of Mississippi brought this lawsuit,
since the State of Mississippi does such a poor job of helping its
citizens after they’re born. Mississippi ranks last nationally in virtually
every category measuring the well-being of its people, from
healthcare to education to food security. If the State of Mississippi
genuinely cared about women and children, it would do a better
job of caring for the women and children who already live here.”

VANGELA M. WADE, MCJ PRESIDENT AND CEO
Remarks on the steps of the United States Supreme Court Building
December 1, 2021

PARTNERS

THE CENTER FOR
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
New York

) o o ) . Through the
At the time of this writing, the Supreme Court’s decision was still pending. George Riley Impact

In the meantime, MCJ is not only preparing for the possibility that the Litigation Initiative,
2018 law will go into effect and, more ominously, that the Supreme Court MCJ pursues landmark
could overrule Roe v. Wade completely and allow states to outlaw abortion cases with the
entirely, which would happen quickly in Mississippi as a result of the state’s potential to change
existing trigger law. MCJ is prepared to fight on multiple fronts, to advise lives in Mississippi
the clinic and pro-choice groups, and to defend those who provide abortion and nationwide.
care and are charged with crimes under the changing landscape.

PAUL WEISS RIFKIND WHARTON
& GARRISON
New York




MCJ IS NOT A CRIMINAL DEFENSE FIRM.

But when Curtis Flowers spent 23 years in prison due to prosecutorial
misconduct rooted in racism, MCJ joined the fight to set Flowers free.
MCJ was drawn into the proceedings by a gross, repeated miscarriage of
justice that embodied the pathology of racism in Mississippi’s criminal
justice system.

Curtis Flowers was tried for murder an unprecedented six times in
Mississippi, despite the absence of any evidence indicating the 26-year-
old gospel singer with no criminal record would commit this violent crime
and despite compelling evidence that pointed to other suspects. Flowers’
first three trials resulted in convictions and death sentences, every one
of which was overturned on appeal by the Mississippi Supreme Court
due to misconduct on the part of the prosecutor, Montgomery County
District Attorney Doug Evans.

“l got my hopes up every time,” Flowers said. “But the worst
trial was the first one because | just couldn’t believe it was
happening. Everybody in this community knew me. How
could they think | was a murderer?”




GEORGE RILEY IMPACT LITIGATION INITIATIVE

The fourth and fifth trials — the only trials that included more than one
Black juror — ended in mistrials. After a sixth trial, a majority-white jury
found Flowers guilty; he was returned to Death Row at the Mississippi
State Penitentiary at Parchman. The U.S. Supreme Court overturned that
guilty verdict, ruling that Evans had unfairly excluded African Americans
from the jury over the course of the six trials.

MCJ joined Flowers’ defense team when his case was sent back for a
potential seventh trial.

In December 2019, MCJ helped persuade the trial judge to release Flowers
on bail for the first time since his original arrest nearly 23 years earlier. MCJ
also filed a motion to remove Doug Evans from the case; as a result, Evans
withdrew. The Mississippi Attorney General then took over the case. In a
months-long campaign, MCJ and its co-counsel persuaded the Attorney
General to dismiss the case entirely.

ON SEPTEMBER 4, 2020, THE
PROSECUTION THAT HAD BEEN
HANGING OVER CURTIS FLOWERS’
HEAD FINALLY CAME TO AN END.

The State of Mississippi awarded Curtis Flowers $500,000in compensation
for the 23 years of his life lost. MCJ and its legal partners have also filed a
civil lawsuit on Flowers’ behalf against Doug Evans and three investigators
who worked on the case.

After 23 long years, justice was finally served when the charges
against Curtis Flowers were dismissed. But for far too many
Americans, particularly for people of color, justice never comes.

“The Flowers case was a consequence of 400 years of racism that is still
with us today and that affects our modern criminal justice system,” said Rob
McDuff, director of MCJ’s George Riley Impact Litigation Initiative and one of
the attorneys who represented Curtis Flowers. “Every blow we strike against
that racism is important. We’re so happy that Curtis was finally released, but
we also hope this decision will have some impact beyond this case itself.”

Despite all he has endured, Curtis Flowers still chooses to live
in the small Mississippi town where he was raised.

“I'm disappointed in Mississippi, but it’s still my home,” Flowers said. “No
one else should ever have to go through anything like what | went through.
My hope is that my case prevents this from ever happening again in the
future. We need people in these positions in Mississippi that will keep this
from ever happening again.”

“I’M DISAPPOINTED
IN MISSISSIPPI,
BUT IT’S STILL

PARTNERS

HOGAN LOVELLS

Washington D.C.
RIGHT:

Curtis Flowers
makes up for lost
time reminiscing

with his father,

Archie Flowers.

MISSISSIPPI INNOCENCE PROJECT

CORNELL DEATH PENALTY PROJECT
Cornell Law School, New York

HENDERSON HILL
North Carolina
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FAIR
VOTING IS €

/
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PARTNERS

FRED BANKS ARMAND DERFNER
Former Mississippi South Carolina

Supreme Court Justice
Former MCJ Board Chair DON VERRILLI

Former U.S.
DAVID LIPMAN Solicitor General
MCJ Board Member MCJ Board Member
HARNESS

V. WATSON

In response to a request
fromm MCJ, the full United
States Court of Appeals for
the Fifth Circuit agreed to
review Mississippi’s felon
disfranchisement provision
from the Jim Crow 1890
Constitution. Arguments
in the case were heard in
September 2021.

- Roy
Harness

The felon disfranchisement measure permanently bars
anyone from voting who was convicted of certain crimes
that the 1890 framers believed were committed mostly
by Black people, even if the person has paid the penalty
for the crime. The disqualifying crimes are bribery, theft,
arson, obtaining money or goods under false pretense,
perjury, forgery, embezzlement, and bigamy.

One of the plaintiffs for whom MCJ filed the lawsuit
is Roy Harness, a military veteran who was convicted
of forgery in 1986 during a period of drug addiction.

Harness served his sentence, beat his addiction, went

on to earn bachelor’s and master’s degrees in social work,

and now helps others overcome addiction. Yet, Harness
still cannot vote in Mississippi.

“l did my time. I’m clean and sober and I’m an educated,
productive citizen,” Harness said. “l want to be in

a position to make a difference and that means being

a part of the decision-making process in our state.”

“I NEVER IMAGINED IN MY
WILDEST DREAMS WE WOULD
BE REVISITING THE SAME
KINDS OF ISSUES THAT WE
VISITED IN THE 1960S.

| just never imagined that we would have to fight that battle
over again. I’'m devastated. I’'m really heartbroken. It’s unbelievable
that lam observmg this and watchlng thls today...but it’ d

In 1962, Dr. McLemore was the
first African American to register
to vote in DeSoto County,
Mississippi. Six decades later,

he was the lead plaintiff

in McLemore v. Hosemann,

’ a lawsuit filed by MCJ that
successfully removed provisions

of the 1890 state constitution

designed to dilute the

—— voting power of Black

Mississippians.



HEIRS’ PROPERTY

ONTO'|
YOU DON'T
GET RID OF IT,
BECAUSE THEY
CAN’T MAKE NO

MORE LAND.”

HENRY ROBBINS, MISSISSIPPI LANDOWNER

N
PARTNERS

CENTER FOR HEIRS’
PROPERTY PRESERVATION
South Carolina

KIMBERLY-CLARK
Texas

WORLD WILDLIFE FUND
Washington, D.C.

THE FIGHT TO

END AFRICAN AMERICAN
LAND LOSS IS UP TO US

When their parents died, Henry Robbins and his 13 siblings became the
third-generation owners of 350 acres of timberland in Winston County,
Mississippi. The land had been worked for — and long since paid for — by
their father and grandfather.

But when the Robbins siblings wanted to harvest and replant the timber
on the land to build a strong financial future for their children and grand-
children, they discovered that an unrelated stranger had put his name on
one acre of the property. Because they did not have a clear title to the
property, the siblings could not make use of their own land.

The Robbins family’s case is a textbook example of an heirs’ property
issue. Heirs’ property is land passed down informally from generation to
generation, often because landowners died without a will. In the absence
of a will, the land is considered jointly owned by all heirs. Without a clear
title, none of the heirs can sell, mortgage, improve, or otherwise make use
of land that rightfully belongs to them.

The property may be ineligible for federal assistance, like USDA farm
programs. The heirs are also at risk of losing the land through tax sales or
the dubious actions of unscrupulous developers.

OWNERS ARE FACED WITH EITHER
GIVING UP THEIR PROPERTY OR GOING
THROUGH THE COMPLEX, COSTLY LEGAL
PROCESS OF RESOLVING TITLE ISSULS.

Heirs’ property issues most often affect racial minority groups, low-income
households, and other vulnerable groups less likely to engage in estate
planning, or who historically may have been hesitant to file deeds due to
a well-founded mistrust of those in charge of recording property ownership.

The Robbins siblings with = .- 7. .
-« Frank Taylor of the Winston e ), @% '

County Self-H i ; (}
) L

BLACK FAMILIES IN
MISSISSIPPI HAVE BEEN
DISPROPORTIONATELY

IMPACTED BY HEIRS’
PROPERTY ISSUES,
WHICH PREVENT
THE TRANSFER
OF WEALTH
THROUGH THE
GENERATIONS.

In 2021, MCJ and the South Carolina-based Center for Heirs’ Property
Preservation formed the Mobile Basin Heirs’ Property Support Initiative, a
two-year program designed to help families in Mississippi keep their
forestland, build generational wealth, and promote sustainably managed
forests. Underwritten by paper products manufacturer Kimberly-Clark and
the World Wildlife Fund, the initiative will also provide landowners with
forestry education and access to funding for conservation and management.

The initiative will help families like the Robbinses earn income from
land that rightfully belongs to them and pass that land and the wealth
it generates onto future generations, all while protecting Mississippi’s
forests and wildlife habitat.

“We would never have considered selling this land,” Florine Robbins Stewart
said. “It has value and it will have value for my future generations.”

MCJ | 13



EQUAL EDUCATION

THE FIGHT FOR

EQUAL EDUCATION
S UP TO US

A YEAR OF LOST
EDUCATION

In 2021, MCJ launched a special education
project in response to educational disparities
magnified by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Predominantly Black school districts that
had already struggled for decades with
inadequate funding had zero resources to
transition to virtual learning. Many of these
schools were located in areas without access
to broadband, and many of their students
couldn’t afford lunch, much less the
technology they needed for virtual classes.
These children’s parents, many of whom were
frontline workers, didn’t have the luxury of
opting for homeschooling or paying a tutor.

MCJ is compiling a comprehensive report that will
be used to advocate for equitable distribution of
resources for learning. MCJ will hold Mississippi’s
lawmakers accountable for responsible use of
$1.25 billion in CARES Act funding, including how
CARES funds are applied to education.

PERCENTAGE OF K-12 STUDENTS IN
HOUSEHOLDS USING THE INTERNET
AT BROADBAND SPEEDS*

Mississippi’s poor, rural children deserve the same access - -

0, () 0, 0, 0, ) 0, () 0,
to education as every other child in Mississippi. 0t020%  20%to40% 40%to60% 60%to80% 80% to100%

*Broadband speeds greater than or equal to 25 Mbps
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LEADERS WHO
UNDERSTAND
IT'S UPTO US

A $120,000 GIFT FROM
AN ANONYMOUS
DONOR ALLOWED

MCJ TO LAUNCH THE
EDUCATION PROJECT.

In May of 2021, the Black
Voices for Black Justice
Fund, an organization that
fights systemic racism by
supporting outstanding
Black leaders, chose MCJ
President and CEO Vangela
M. Wade as one of 19
national Black Voices

for Black Justice award
winners. The award

came with a $50,000
honorarium, which Wade
donated to MCJ to fund the
education study and make
recommendations based
on its results. Wade’s gift
was matched by the MCJ
Board of Directors.

The leadership of MCJ
doesn’t just say, “We are
the they.” These leaders
put their money where
their mouths are.

STANDARD

EQUAL EDUCATION

THE FIGHT TO TEACH HISTORY IS UP TO US

To not know history is to repeat it.

MClJ is taking a stand against attempts to censure the teaching of Mississippi history and
to curb the academic freedom of teachers and professors in public schools and universities.

In 2022, MCJ monitored bills introduced in the Mississippi Legislature that would ban the
teaching of critical race theory in public schools and universities. Critical race theory is a
legal concept that links historic, discriminatory public policies with present-day disparities.

CRITICAL RACE THEORY HAS NEVER BEEN TAUGHT
IN ANY OF MISSISSIPPI'S K-12 PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

The bill that eventually passed into law did not specifically mention “critical race theory,”
but includes vaguely worded language that could be interpreted as prohibiting teachers
from presenting the full, factually accurate story of Mississippi’s history — including
education about racism and the civil rights movement — and the impact that history
has today on healthcare, education, and housing.

This new law is nothing more than a political move designed to inspire
fear and turn education into propaganda. Mississippi students — the next
generation responsible for leading the state — will be hurt the most. Only
when students learn the state’s true history — good and bad — can they
work together to move Mississippi forward.

Schools should not be political battlefields.
MCJ will monitor reactions to this law and
stands ready to defend teachers committed
to teaching Mississippi’s full history — good
and bad.

STANDARDS for the Socal Studies * 2018

At the time of this writing, MCJ was

also monitoring changes proposed by

the Mississippi Department of Education
to the state’s social studies curriculum,
which have included removing specific
references to happenings during the civil
rights era and Mississippi leaders like
Medgar Evers and Fannie Lou Hamer.

Mis CCRS for the Social Studies
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MCJ CREATED A WEBSITE THROUGH WHICH
MISSISSIPPIANS CAN ADVOCATE FOR ACADEMIC
FREEDOM AND ENCOURAGE THE HONEST
TEACHING OF MISSISSIPPI’S FULL HISTORY.

For more information and to join the fight, visit

Teachhistory.ms




FAIR HOUSING

THE FIGHT FOR
FAIR HOUSING
S UP TO US

THE COVID EVICTION HOTLINE

“2020 was a nightmare,” J. T. Williams said. “| never want to see that again in life.”

When Williams was laid off from his job at a Wendy’s restaurant during the COVID-19
pandemic, he fell behind on his rent and his landlord threatened to evict him. Williams,
who had never missed a rental payment in the entire six years he had occupied a
modest house in Gulfport, feared he would be thrown into the streets over $800.

COVID-19 magnified long-standing disparities in Mississippi. When the economy began
shutting down, people with low incomes and people living paycheck to paycheck were
the first ones affected.

Lﬁ ’ S E E Nk ; z # 7 : p Despite a national and statewide eviction moratorium,
I B ¥ i £ 8 "y landlords in Mississippi continued to pursue evictions.
\ : 5 ! it INBESPONSE MCJ SET UP THE Many Mississippians facing eviction didn’t know there

S | RlIG I 1 DIDNT I /7 ’ ONLY STATEWIDE COVID  vas = morsarum or b to sl for bl Famit
=% ‘ ' = e 3 - EWCTIONHOTLINE TO COUNSEL keep up with schoolwork virtually suddenly had no

I I T 3 -"» N . Y71 v o PEOPLE ON THEIR RIGHTS ANI) rplace to shelter or to learn.
KN OW W A I - . ; ] '5 " : / . | HELP KEEP THE BOOFS OWB In the summer of 2020, the state of Mississippi used

: > . 3 4 ‘ MISSISSIPPIANS’HEADS CARES money to set up emergency rental assistance
GO I N G TO DO ” E - 2 E = y ., , B programs to help tenants make their rent payments. But
2 i | ; ) it was the same story — people didn’t know how to
— : f ’ g : access the funds. MCJ continued to counsel people about the moratorium and

/ % - ' L . advised them how to access the rental assistance funds. In many cases, MCJ went
J. T. WILLIAMS, MCJ HOUSING CLIENT GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI v, """*;- " B e to court with clients to help prevent impending evictions.

P P i = , . “ p ‘48 MCJ | 19



FAIR HOUSING

MCJ helped hundreds of people like J. T. Williams apply for the moratorium
and for the emergency rental assistance that kept him in his home until
he could find another job.

“It got to the point where | could breathe again,” Williams said. “l didn’t
get evicted, | got rental assistance, and I’m going to be okay.”

But for every J. T. Williams, there was another Mississippian who didn’t find
help in time. In the fall of 2021, the eviction moratorium ended, but the
hotline is still operating. MCJ is still answering calls related to rental
assistance, still going to court with clients to prevent imminent evictions,
and still working to keep people who lost their livelihoods to COVID-19
from losing their shelter, too.

MCJ OPERATES THE

ONLY STATEWIDE
HOTLINE %

PROVIDING INFORMATION
587

ABOUT THE EVICTION
MORATORIUM AND
EMERGENCY RENTAL

MISSISSIPPIANS
HAVE CALLED THE

EVICTION HOTLINE
SINCE APRIL 2020

(o)
60%
OF CALLS CAME FROM
BLACK MISSISSIPPIANS

ASSISTANCE.

CALLS HAVE
COME FROM

63
OF MISSISSIPPI'S 65%

82 OF THOSE BLACK
MISSISSIPPIANS ARE
COUNTIES WOMEN WITH CHILDREN

MCJ and others formed a statewide working group to register people for
rental assistance and postpone eviction hearings. The group included:
HOPE ECD - Mississippi Access to Justice Commission
Mississippi Center for Legal Services - Mississippi NAACP
Mississippi Pro Bono Project - University of Mississippi Law School
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TRANSFORMING MISSISSIPPI
COMMUNITIES

MCJ worked with the City of Jackson Housing Authority, Delta
Design Build, and Twin Forks Rising to perform the title work and
legal services needed to renovate 21 blighted properties in Jackson,
the Delta, and Hattiesburg into affordable housing units.

Funded by a grant from the Mississippi Bar Foundation and Bank
of America, this campaign transformed properties that had
become crime and fire hazards into community assets.

FAIR HOUSING

REWRITING MISSISSIPPI'S
EVICTION LAWS

MCJ’s pandemic eviction work provided a platform for policy work that

led to reform in Mississippi’s historically egregious landlord/tenant laws.

In 2021, MCJ filed an amicus brief supported by research in the case
of Conner v. Alltin noting serious flaws in Mississippi’s eviction laws
and expressing the opinion that, when challenged, the laws would
be found unconstitutional.

JUDGE MICHAEL P. MILLS OF THE U.S.
DISTRICT COURT NOT ONLY AGREED,
BUT ALSO CITED MCJ'S RESEARCH IN
HIS ORDER, WRITING:

“MCJ has conducted a survey of United States eviction laws and has
failed to find any state eviction law which so clearly denies due process

and equal protection as do Mississippi’s laws. MCJ research further
determined that no eviction laws similar to Mississippi’s laws have
survived a constitutional challenge...”

During the 2022 Mississippi legislative session, MCJ
worked with a coalition of stakeholders to advocate with
key legislators on a progressive landlord/tenant bill that
was signed into law and better protects the rights of
Mississippi renters.

UNDER THE OLD LAW, Mississippi was the only state that
allowed same-day evictions. Only Mississippi required a judge to issue
a writ of removal immediately at an eviction hearing and command
that the sheriff or constable execute it immediately.

MCJ ADVOCATED FOR THE NEW LAW, which increases
the amount of time between a judicial judgment for eviction
and actual removal from the home to seven days.

UNDER THE OLD LAW, Mississippi was the only state that allowed
a landlord to take immediate control of a tenant’s possessions. This

provision dated back to the days of agricultural sharecropping, when
a landlord could seize the tenant’s tools and prevent the tenant from
working elsewhere.

MCJ ADVOCATED FOR THE NEW LAW, which in addition

to the seven days between the judgment and removal, gives
the tenant 72 hours from the time of eviction to return to
the home to secure personal property.

MCJ | 21
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“I WAS WORRIED
THAT MY WAGES
WOULD GET
GARNISHED AND
THAT | WOULDN’T
BE ABLE TO AFFORD
MY CAR NOTE.

AND IF | DON’T

" HAVE A CAR, | CAN’T
GET TO WORK.”

JUSTIN RUCKER, JUSTICE COURT DEFENDANT, YAZOO CITY, MISSISSIPPI

CONSUMER PROTECTION AND PUBLIC BENEFITS

THE FIGHT FOR

JUSTICE IN JUSTICE COURT

S UP TO US

Justin Rucker had never let his heart condition stop him from working. But
when COVID-19 swept through Mississippi, Rucker’s underlying medical
condition and his job as a frontline worker with Walmart combined to literally
put his life on the line. When Rucker was forced to take unpaid leave, he fell
behind on his medical bills and found himself in court.

People are called into Mississippi’s justice courts over unpaid medical bills,

predatory loans they can’t repay, landlord/tenant issues, and other matters
referred to as “small claims” under the law.

FOR THESE MISSISSIPPIANS, MANY OF

WHOM ARE ALREADY LIVING ON THE EDGE

FINANCIALLY, A JUDGMENT AGAINST
THEM CAN BE THE BEGINNING OF A
DOWNWARD SPIRAL THAT LEADS TO
THE LOSS OF A CAR, A JOB, OR A HOMLE.

Sometimes, the solution is as simple as asking the judge to require evidence
of the debt or working out a payment plan. But while the judge knows
there are options, the judge has to remain impartial. The plaintiff and the
plaintiff’s attorney know there are options, but they’re in court to win the
case. Typically, the only person who doesn’t know the solutions available
to them is the defendant.

MCJ’s free Justice Court Navigator Program puts someone who
knows the law on their side.
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THE JUSTICE COURT NAVIGATOR 2 9 374
PROJECT CONTRIBUTED TO A PEOPLE HAVE

200/ RECEIVED NAVIGATOR
(o) SERVICES IN HINDS

(e(o) SINC C
REDUCTION PROGRAM LAUNCHED

IN DEFAULT JUDGEMENTS THERE IN 2019

PEOPLE IN 6 COUNTIES HAVE RECEIVED NAVIGATOR
700 SERVICES SINCE THE PROGRAM LAUNCHED IN THE
MISSISSIPPI DELTA IN 2020

The initial funding to launch the Justice Court Navigator program was provided in
2018 by the Harvard Law School Public Service Venture Fund. Additional funding
to extend and expand the program in Hinds County was donated by Janet and
Luther Ott in 2019 and through a 2020 grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.

In 2020, Ty Pinkins joined MCJ through an Equal Justice Works Fellowship that
expanded the Justice Court Navigator Program into the Mississippi Delta. The
Justice Court Navigator Program has been extended into six counties thanks to
the generous support of:

Donna and Jim Barksdale Roy Rucker, Sr. Southwestern Private
Nancy and Roy Campbell Southwestern Home Services, Inc./
Barbara and David Lipman Health Care, Inc./ Ivy Parker-Snider
Beth and Steve Orlansky Ivy Parker-Snider Rebecca Sive and
Carol Puckett Steven Tomashefsky
Lenora Jo Winn




CONSUMER PROTECTION AND PUBLIC BENEFITS

&

MCJ representatives meet with community members as they

arrive at court, informing them of their rights and options and THE J(STI(YE’
giving them the knowledge and the confidence they need to Y - = i 3
advocate for themselves before the judge. COURT ACCESS

i A ]
Ty Pinkins, MCJ Equal Justice Works Fellow, leads the Justice PBOGB‘JJI
Court Navigator Program in the Mississippi Delta. With Pinkins’
guidance, Justin Rucker asked the judge for a payment plan
that allowed him to keep his paycheck, his car, and his job.

msjusticecourthelp.com

MCJ’s Justice Court Access

“WHEN TY CAME IN TO OFFER HELP TR
IT WAS LIKE AN ANGEL WALKED INTO W for appearances in ustice
THE BUILDING,” RUCKER SAID. “IT TOOK courts statewide.
A LOT OF WEIGHT OFF MY SHOULDERS.

Litigants may access a website
I KNEW IT WAS GOING TO BE OKAY.” featuring training videos,
sample court forms, court rules,
law libraries, frequently
asked questions, and other
helpful resources.

A virtual court navigator
chatbot dubbed “Lex” has assisted
some 200 PEOPLE by quickly
answering questions about the
justice court system.

PARTNER:
Mississippi Access to
Justice Commission

“l WAS BORN AND RAISED IN POVERTY IN THE
MISSISSIPPI DELTA, just a few miles from the courts where
I now meet with clients. This is the work | came here to do.
This is why | went to law school. I’'m affecting the lives
of people who look like my family. Who look like me.”

TY PINKINS, MCJ EQUAL JUSTICE WORKS FELLOW
JUSTICE COURT NAVIGATOR




THE FIGHT
AGAINST
PREDATORY
LENDERS
S UP TO US

It’s not enough to just tell low-income
Mississippians they should stay away from
predatory lenders. MCJ established the
New Roots Credit Partnership to offer

an alternative to predatory lenders and
payday loans.

New Roots matches employers with
financial institutions to offer small-dollar
loans at reasonable terms to their
employees. Borrowers are required to
complete financial literacy courses.

CONSUMER PROTECTION AND PUBLIC BENEFITS

This New Roots Credit Program not only decreases reliance on predatory
lenders, but also acts as a bridge between unbanked Mississippians and
the mainstream banking industry. Program participants have an opportunity
to open bank accounts, enroll in direct deposit, and establish long-term
banking relationships and the good credit required for home ownership
and other opportunities for economic stability and advancement.

MCJ established New Roots Credit Partnerships with:

. City of Jackson/BankPlus

. City of Laurel/The First Bank

- Sanderson Farms/A network of banks in communities
in which Sanderson Farms operates

MCJ WILL MEASURE THE PROGRAM'S
SUCCESS IN TERMS OF LOANS REPAID,
BANKING RELATIONSHIPS ESTABLISHED,
AND CREDIT SCORES RAISED.

CITY OF JACKSON
EMPLOYEES TOOK OUT
LOW-INTEREST,
SMALL DOLLAR LOANS

CITY OF JACKSON
EMPLOYEES ATTENDED
A FINANCIAL
LITERACY CLASS

THE FIGHT
AGAINST
FORECLOSURE
IS UPTO US

In 2021, MCJ continued
its long-standing work to
keep more Mississippians
in their homes.

THE FIGHT
FOR A

FRESH START
IS UPTO US

For Mississippians once
convicted of crimes, their
past records can become

a permanent barrier to
obtaining employment

or housing. MCJ partners
with Equal Justice Works
AmeriCorps to help those
who have paid the penalties
and put their past behind
them navigate the complex
process of having their
records expunged.

78

HOUSEHOLDS
COUNSELED ON
FORECLOSURE
PREVENTION

- 25 senior citizens

- 8 households
with children
- 4 veterans

Many qualified for Home-
owners Assistance Funds
from the Mississippi Home
Saver Plus program, which
gives up to $50,000 to
homeowners to catch up on
their mortgage payments

IN 2021:

162

CLIENTS IN

26

COUNTIES
ASSISTED

- 67% Black
- 30% White
- 1% Latino

- 1% Native
American

- 24% college
graduates

- 41% completed
some college

PARTNERS

2

FORECLOSURES
PREVENTED

11

LEGAL
CLINICS
CONDUCTED
STATEWIDE

In addition

to conducting
virtual and
onsite clinics,
MCJ launched
a user-friendly
app that helps
individuals
determine
whether they
are eligible for
expungement.

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
MISSISSIPPI VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT
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THE LEGACY
OF RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION
IS REFLECTED
INTHE VERY
DESIGN OF
MEDICAID.

Medicaid and Medicare were
created in 1965, in an era in
which the Southern states
were resisting federal
oversight and civil rights
legislation. While Medicare
was administered at
the federal level to provide
for every senior in America,
Medicaid allowed each
state to decide which
segments of its population
Medicaid would cover.

Discretionary use of
Medicaid has long allowed
states to refuse access to

affordable healthcare to
Blacks, the working poor, and
other low-income populations

that need help the most.

IT’S NO COINCIDENCE
THAT 8 OF THE 12
NON-EXPANSION STATES,
INCLUDING MISSISSIPPI,
ARE SOUTHERN STATES.

HEALTH LAW

THE FIGHT FOR

ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE

S UP TO US

Mississippi ranks last nationally in almost every indicator of health and well-
being. But Mississippi ranks first or second in deaths due to heart disease,
diabetes, and more recently, COVID-19. And yet, Mississippi remains one
of 12 states that refuses to expand Medicaid to help low-income families
afford healthcare.

Medicaid expansion is not just a matter of healthcare. It’s a matter of
justice. Healthcare is the place where Mississippi’s system of injustice is the
most inhumane, where politicians who support that system are deliberately
choosing to turn down policies that would improve the health and well-
being of all Mississippians.

MCJ and a coalition of stakeholders have long advocated for Medicaid
expansion, working to persuade elected officials that the lives of their
constituents are at stake and educating Mississippians as to why they
should support Medicaid expansion. MCJ’s fellow advocates include
the Care 4 Mississippi Coalition and Southerners for Medicaid Expansion.

POLITICIANS OPPOSING MEDICAID
EXPANSION RELY ON THE ARGUMENT,
“I'T WOULD COST TOO MUCH.”

But in a September 2021 report, the state’s own economist projected
that Medicaid expansion would provide coverage to as many as 233,000
Mississippians by 2027, and that the cost to the state would be offset
by the savings. The same report predicted that Medicaid expansion would
create 11,300 jobs per year.

“Medicaid
expansion would
benefit the working
poor in Mississippi,
the people who
earn too little
money to

afford health
insurance but

too much

money for
Medicaid.”

“These are the low-wage workers we rely on every day to
keep Mississippi’s restaurants and retail establishments
open, to keep our construction projects moving, and to
look after our children in day care centers and our parents
in nursing homes.” — LINDA DIXON, MCJ Director of Health Law




HEALTH LAW

DRAWING THE RED LINE

Health and wellness disparities in Mississippi have their roots in a
government practice that stretches all the way back to the 1930s
called redlining.

During the Great Depression, the federal government pulled out maps
and literally drew lines around communities the government deemed
“hazardous,” noting “infiltration of Negroes” and “mixed races” as
characteristics that lowered a neighborhood’s value. The government
then denied those communities federal resources and investments.

The Black neighborhoods deemed “hazardous” on the redlining map
of Jackson, Mississippi, in 1932 are the same communities that today
have the highest rates of diabetes, obesity, and high blood pressure.

These are also the same communities that have the most limited
access to healthy foods — neighborhoods without grocery stores,
where residents have few choices other than unhealthy packaged
foods from the gas station or a corner convenience store.

MCJ AND COVID-19

DISPARITIES IN HEALTHCARE IN MISSISSIPPI
WERE MAGNIFIED BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

MCJ’s work during the

38% pandemic ranged from filing a
lawsuit against the Mississippi
Department of Corrections for
failing to protect those
incarcerated from exposure to

72% COVID-19 to launching a mask
drive for Mississippians living or
COVID DEATHS

, working in locked facilities,
AMONG MISSISSIPPI'S including prisons and mental

BLACK POPULATION health institutions.

MISSISSIPPI’S
BLACK POPULATION

WARD MAP

JACKSQN, MISSISSIPPL

THE KAISER FAMILY FOUNDATION
ESTIMATES MISSISSIPPI’S BUDGET
WOULD SEE A NET GAIN OF

$400 MILLION

IN JUST TWO YEARS IF THE
STATE EXPANDED MEDICAID.
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WHO WOULD

BENEFIT FROM

MEDICAID
EXPANSION?

166,600

UNINSURED ADULTS

+ APPROXIMATELY
HALF OF UNINSURED
MISSISSIPPIANS

+ RESTAURANT,
CONSTRUCTION,
AND RETAIL

- Highest number
of uninsured
Mississippi workers

+ CASHIERS,
HOUSEKEEPERS,
COOKS, WAITERS
AND WAITRESSES,
RETAIL SALESPEOPLE

- Occupations with
the highest number
of uninsured workers

- Frontline workers
considered essential
during the COVID-19
shutdown

(5074

WOMEN

Source: Materials co-released

by MCJ and the Georgetown Center

for Children and Families

10,000

MISSISSIPPIANS
ARE LIVING WITH HIV

THE FIGHT AGAINST
HIV DISCRIMINATION IS UP TO US

“HIV IS NOT JUST A
HEALTH ISSUE, IT’S A
SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUE.

As long as Black people
and people living in poverty
don’t have insurance and

are limited in their access
to healthcare, they will
be at greater risk.”

RYMSKY EVANS

Member of the MCJ
Mississippi AIDS Justice
Project Advisory Counci.

MCJ has long been an advocate for those facing discrimination in the
workplace or in housing because of their HIV status.

MCJ’s medical-legal partnership with the Mississippi State Department of
Health provides legal services to Mississippians with HIV who experience
employment or housing discrimination and privacy rights violations. Clients
also have the opportunity to have a simple
will, power of attorney, and/or advance care

INQOQI, MCJPAB]WERED MTH THE directive drafted. This is the only medical-
SOUTHERN AIDS COALITION AND TIE  egal partnership in the state.

COUNTER NARRATIVE PROJECT TO CONVENE MCJ is at the forefront of efforts to decrimi-
ITS 1ITH ANNUAL MISSISSIPPI AIDS JUSTICE  nalize HIV. Laws in Mississippi make it a crime

for a person with HIV to expose another per-

PBOJECT TO DEWLOP STBATEGIES FOB HIV son to HIV. These antiquated laws specify

POLICY ADVOCACY AND EDUCATION. methods of “exposure” that do not actually

transmit HIV. MCJ advocates for the mod-
ernization of these laws.
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MCJ APPROACHES IMMIGRATION
ISSUES AS A CIVIL RIGHTS ISSUL.
THE ORGANIZATION'S WORK IN
THE LARGEST WORKPLACE
IMMIGRATION RAID IN UNITED
STATES HISTORY IS ANOTHER
EXAMPLE OF MCJ'S NIMBLE,
IMMEDIATE REACTION TO A
HUMAN RIGHTS CRISIS.

IMMIGRATION REFORM

THE FIGHT FOR
IMMIGRATION REFORM
S UP TO US

THE CENTRAL MISSISSIPPI ICE RAIDS

In August 2019, the largest workplace immigration raid in United States
history unfolded in Mississippi, when armed ICE agents raided seven
Central Mississippi poultry processing plants.

Theraids exposed a host of injustices faced by undocumented Mississippians,
including sordid collaborations between local law enforcement and ICE,
detention in dangerous conditions, lack of access to legal representation,
and a system that punishes undocumented workers but not those who
knowingly hire them.

These cases will drag on in immigration courts for years while hundreds
of undocumented Mississippians struggle to survive in poverty.

680 88

WORKERS ARRESTED — PEOPLE OUTSIDE PRO BONO
WHO HAD LIVED, WORKED, AND COUNSEL RECRUITED,
RAISED THEIR FAMILIES IN TRAINED,

MISSISSIPPI FOR DECADES OR MENTORED
BY MCJ

MCJ AND PRO BONO MCJ AND PARTNERS
PARTNERS ASSISTED SECURED THE RELEASE OF

115 60

MISSISSIPPIANS MISSISSIPPIANS
IMPACTED BY THE RAIDS FROM DETENTION

MCJ SECURED PERMANENT RELIEF FOR

4 MISSISSIPPIANS

VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS PARTNERED WITH MCJ AND
ITS LARGER COALITION TO ASSIST UNDOCUMENTED
.IOO MISSISSIPPIANS IMPACTED BY THE 2019 ICE RAIDS

MORE THAN



IMMIGRATION REFORM

MCJ IS MISSISSIPPI'S ONLY
IMMIGRATION LEGAL SERVICE FIRM
FOCUSED ON OFFERING ASYLUM AND
APPELILATE REPRESENTATION FREE

“THE UNITED STAT

OF CHARGE.
JUSTICE SYSTE
) 26 ASYLUM SEEKERS INCLUDE
S U P POS E D To B E T H E Go o B ASYLUM SEEKERS  Political protesters from Cuba
REPRESENTED and Cameroon
STANDARD FOR HOW TO
; Sierra Leone
TREAT NOT ONLY AMERICAN 8 o ing with HIV fom il
FEDERAL CIRCUIT -A Hondc:lrar‘r woman fleeing
ITIZENS, BUT ALSO THOSE o |+ 4 hodcanworan
OF IMMIGRATION - A Mexican woman and her son
APPEALS REMANDS fleeing cartel violence

SEEKING REFUGE HERE.

But too often, these promises are nothing more than an illusion

|

o

“In the wake of the ICE raids, | visited a client
who had a plaque in her home honoring her
15 years of service to her Mississippi employer.
These undocumented Mississippians are pillars
of their workplaces, their churches, their
children’s schools, and their communities.
. These are people who have spent their lives
waiting tables, working in the fields or in the
service industry, getting paid minimum wages
in exchange for the opportunity to build a
better life for their children. That’s why | believe
in MCJ’s immigration work. We’re supporting
the dignity of our Mississippi neighbors.”
— MAX MEYERS, MCJ ATTORNEY

for non-citizens facing removal proceedings in our country.
That’s why MCJ takes on tough cases that provide support
and solidarity to asylum seekers fighting this unjust system,
and why we need your support to push back.”

AMELIA MCGOWAN, MCJ IMMIGRATION CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR
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THANK YOU TO OUR
FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS

MCJ IS DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO THE FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS
WHO MAKE OUR WORK POSSIBLE. THANK YOU FOR STANDING WITH MCJ
IN 202021 AND IN THE YEARS TO COME.

2020 DONORS
$100,000 +

Anonymous

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation

Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Mississippi Bar Foundation

New Venture Fund

$50,000 to $99,999

Bergman Draper Oslund Udo, PLLC
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities
The Hoffman Law Firm

Kazan McClain Partners’ Foundation
Barbara and David Lipman

MAZON

Selby and Richard McRae Foundation
Southern AIDS Coalition

$25,000 to $49,999

AIDS United

Donna and Jim Barksdale

Dr. R. Edward Bergmark

The Casey Family Programs

Equal Justice Works

The FWD.us Education Fund

Janet Lowenthal

National Health Law Program

National Immigration Law Center

Peter and Lucy Ascoli Family Fund at
The Chicago Community Foundation

Piper Fund, a Proteus Fund Initiative

Louisa and James Rudolph

ViiV Healthcare Company

Vangela and Thandi Wade

Lois Whitman

$10,000 to $24,999

Francis A. Anania

Anonymous

The Atlantic Philanthropies Director/
Employee Designated Gift Program

BankPlus

Martha Bergmark and Elliott Andalman

Jennifer and Walter H. Boone

Butler Snow LLP

Rita and Joel Cohen

Emory University Rollins School of Public
Health COMPASS Coordinating Center

Dale Goodman

Harvard University [Center for Health
Law and Policy Innovation]

Gail Laster and Don B. Verrilli, Jr.

Latham & Watkins LLP

Robert B. McDuff

Mary F. Miller

The Dick Molpus Foundation

Michael Cameron Moore Family Foundation

Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Marcie and Robert Musser

Nissan North America, Inc.

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Oxfam America

Angel Reyes

Roy Rucker, Sr.

Sanderson Farms, Inc.

Scarlet Pearl Casino

Sidley Austin LLP

Ivy Parker-Snider and Stephen Snider

The University of Mississippi Foundation

Ellen Weiss

Laura Wertheimer and Andrew Pincus

Judith and Michael Wood

$5,000 to $9,999

Sara Adler and Elliot Abbott

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Anonymous

Reuben Anderson

Belluck & Fox, LLP

The Bench Trail Fund

BNZ Enterprises, LLC

Tom Brosig

Nancy and Roy Campbell

Sarah Clark and Mark lola
Cosmich, Simmons & Brown, PLLC
Danziger & De Llano LLP

Lisa Foster and Alan Bersin

Lynn Frackman and Thomas R. Meites
Aviva Futorian

Zachary William Goodman

Karyn Karl Grossman and Stuart
Grossman

Sally and Steve Hansen

Hogan Lovells US LLP

Dale and Kurt Hollinger

Joely and John Janette

Mindy and Kenneth Karl

Cheryl Kasner

Marian and Leonard Lansburgh
Giselle Loor and Brett Sugerman
Todd Michaels

Tracy Moret

The Nararo Foundation

The Nussbaum/Kuhn Foundation
Kathryn Oberdorfer and Joel Cohen
David W. Ogden

John N. Palmer

Stephen J. Pollak

Carol Puckett
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RPM Management Company

Susan Schaffer and Michael P. Rogan
Schroeter Goldmark & Bender

Ruth Shere

The Slafsky Family Charitable Fund
Southwestern Home Health Care, Inc.
Southwestern Private Services, Inc.
Charles J. Wortman

$2,500 to $4,999

Anonymous

John Arango

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
Caplin & Drysdale

David Chambers and John Crane
Marian Dietrich and Charles M. Schwartz
DLA Piper, LLP

Ellen and Philip Freidin

Tanya George and Norman Rosenberg
Allen Gustafson

The Hillman Company

Tracey Hughes and David Stern

John C. Jopling

Cheline Lundin

Hal Malchow

Gerrish Milliken

Sammy Moon and Jeffrey Karer
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Matching Gifts Program

David Moray

Beth and Steve Orlansky

Lisa and Billy Percy

Tom Perrelli

John Riggleman

Jonathan Ruckdeschel

Pamela and Richard Strassberg

Jamie and Elnora Travis

University of the District of Columbia,
David A. Clarke School of Law

Women’s Foundation of Mississippi

$1,000 to $2,499

Debo Adegbile

Rita and Jeffrey Adler Foundation

Bonnie Allen

Andalman & Flynn, P.C.

Anonymous

Pamela and Fred L. Banks, Jr.

Margaret L. Barrett

Judith N. Batty

Debbie Bell and Neil White

Linda Lipsett-Jules Bernstein
Charitable Gift Fund

Gerald Blessey Law Firm

Dan and Jolie Brown

Terry L. Bruce

Stratton Bull

Capital Financial Group

Sydney Carpel

Martin S. Checov

Children’s Defense Fund

Chubb Insurance

Will Crossley

Kenny Dalsheimer

Susan M. Davies

Maureen F. Del Duca and Henry Azar, Jr.

Dimond Kaplan & Rothstein, P.A.

Mitchell Dolin

Dukes, Dukes, Keating & Faneca, P.A.

James Feldman

Marc L. Fleischaker

Foldes Family Philanthropic Foundation

Forman Watkins & Krutz LLP

The Frederick Fund

Blair Gardner

Nancy and Bobby Gilbert

Martin C. Goldin

Jamie Gorelick

Jen and Barry Gould

C. Paige Gutierrez and Gerald H. Blessey

David Hardy

Joan and Alan Hayman

Jody and Andy Hecht

Hill Country Project

Hope Enterprise Corporation

Susan and Alan Houseman

Joseph P. Hudson

il Lupo Coffee

Elta and Jim Johnston

Elizabeth Karan and Jonathan Hooks

The Koala Fund

Mary Lynn Kotz

Karen Lash and Martha Ertman

Drs. Wrenn Levenberg and Aaron
S. Andalman

Celia Goodman Leventhal

Shellie Sachs Levin and Peter Levin

Judith and Elliott Lichtman

Jeanne B. Luckett and C.B. Carroll

Chancery Clerk of Harrison County
John McAdams

Mary E. McClymont

Arlene Alpert-Mehlman

Memorial Hospital of Gulfport

Elenore and Lowell Meyer

Leah and Philip Milch

Douglas Minor

Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky,
and Popeo, P.C.

Ginnie and Luther Munford

M. W. Murphy Foundation

Musgrove and Smith PLLC

David Orlansky

Jo Osika

David B. Owens

Ben Piazza

Andrea and Andrew Potash

Wiley Charles Prewitt, Jr.

Jason B. Purvis

Amelie L. Ratliff

Sara and Bill Ray

Jessica L. Reeves

John Relman

Rescue Lounge LLC

Julie and Randy Rieger

Loren Riese

Judy and E.B. Robinson, Jr.

Lynn and Lawrence Ross

Mary Pat Ryan

Betty Sanders

Fern Schair and Alex Forger

Jocelyn and Elliot Schnier

Sandra L. Shevin

Laura M. and Ronald Siena

Ross Parker Simons

Aliza Sir

Doug Sosnik

Mary Sprague and William T. Hassler

Kent Spriggs

Elizabeth Taylor and David DeBruin

Olger C. Twyner, IlI

Sara Waldstein and Philip Dorman

Walker Group Law Firm

Jo-Ann Wallace

Waltzer Wiygul & Garside Law Firm
James L. Warren

Kimberly Watson and Glenn Draper
Seth Waxman

Joseph Wayland

Leo and Gretel Weiss Family Fund
Lauren Worsek

Mari K. Wright

Joseph and Robin Zagorski

$500 to $999

AnderCorp

Phyllis Annett

Anonymous

Nan and Bernard Aron

Steven Art

Heidi and Arden Barnett

Samantha Bartlett

Bob Berrin

Ruth and Carl Black Charitable
Foundation

Helen Boone

Sheila M. Bossier

Kevin Burch

Beatrice Camp

The Capotosto Family

Central Mississippi Health Services, Inc.

Pattie and Jeff Christie

P.A. Peck Christie

Fredrick B. Clark

Community Foundation for MS Grants

Scott Cumbest

The Coppola Curtz Charitable Gift Fund

Dr. Kellye K. Daniels

Melanie and Will Dann

Michael Dolgin

Joanne Edgar

La’Verne Edney

Susan Eiseman

Pattie Elias and Corey Hoffman

Meg Finn and David Michener

Monica Galloway

Wendy Garrison and Richard Raspet

lan Gershengorn

Stacey Grigsby

Gulf Coast Restaurant Group Inc.

Janet Hall

David A. Handzo

A.C. Haour

Joel M. Hellman

Dr. Beverly Wade Hogan
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James Horowitz

Houston Endowment, Inc.

Megan Hull

Fraser Hunter

Janice Kaplan and Michael Allen

John R. Kelly

Robert J. Knesal

Derry and Craig Koralek

James Koshland

Rachel S. Kronowitz and Mark A.
Lewis

Christopher A. Lee

Kasey Sample Lemkin

John Luongo

Matthews, Cutrer & Lindsay, P.A.

Alejandro N. Mayorkas

Anita S. Miller and Mike Lang

Janice Miller

Lynzy Moran

Margaret T. Munford

Gail Nicholson

Julia O’Neal

Carol and George Penick

Joy Lambert Phillips

PhRMA

Charles R. Planck

Danny Reed

William T. Reed

Sophia Renda

Maryellen and John Riley

Bruce Robbins

Molly and Glenn Seaverns

Daryl Shevin

Caitlyn Silhan

Constance Slaughter-Harvey

Rita Sloan and David Gottlieb

Jeanette and James Smith

Jay Sones

Southern Poverty Law Center

Seetha and Asoka Srinivasan

Pamela S. Stearns

Laure Stern

Andrew N. Stewart

Carol Tanski and Steve Golden

Stephen L. Thomas

Wright Thompson

Ann Tickner

Sara Totonchi

Josh Troy

Judie C. Waldington

Kathryn Wiener

Tim Wierzbicki

Paul Wolfson



$250 to $499

Judy and David Aaronson

Frank D. Alley

Fernandez Anderson

Elizabeth A. Arledge

Jon Asher

Andrew Aydin

Lois and Ron Barliant

Elisabeth and Russell Beckstead

Sara Boone

Bradford - O’Keefe Funeral Home, Inc.

Bonnie and Norman Brooks

Tondre and Tameka Buck

Tim Cohen

Michelle Colon

Warren Conway

Creative Expressions, Inc.

Ingrid Creppell

Delta Design Build Workshop

Polly Dement and John Mayer

Amanda Docter

Marian Wright Edelman and
Peter Edelman

Nan Elias

Nellie Fain

Fast Enterprises

Angelina Fiordellisi

Anishka George

Andrew Goldberg

Rica Miller Gray

Ann E. Greene

Beth Hiseler

Andrew Humphries

Courtney Choi Hunt

Roy L. Irons

Maryann and Stephen Jacobson

Alexa Jervis

Beverly and Warren Jones

James Justiss

Rebecca and Arnaud Karsenti

Donna Katz

Victor A. Kovner

Sharon Lacy

Jake A. Lansburgh

Dee and Robert Leggett

Courtney and Karen Lord

Katharine and Richard Lorr

Elizabeth Love

Benetta Mansfield and Kalman Resnick

David Markus

Deanne E. Maynard

Ellen and Harold McElhinny

Douglas McRae

Laurie and Mike Mehalic

Jessica S. Miller

Phillip Mink

Lawrence B. and Claire K. Morse Fund

Christina and Reilly Morse

The Moyer Family Charitable Fund

Lewis Moyse

Barbara and Robert Munford

Byron Pacheco

Queene and Willie Paige

Linda Perle and Neil Levy

Kirk Pessner

Amy Pollick and Josh Lipman

Linda and Mark Posner

Danny Rafinejad

Preethi Raghavan

Joe Rich

Angeline Rivero-Faraldo

Betsy and Joe Samuels

Julie and Steven Schlafer

Brenda and Mark Schneider

Janet Shanks-Van Suntum

Nathan Sjoquist

Elise and Steve Smith

Sidney Smith

Betty and Lee Smithson

Elizabeth and Robert Soppelsa

Southern Mississippi Planning and
Development District, Inc.

William W. Stover, Jr.

Elaine G. Suchman

Philip Taff

Carol Ann Trowbridge

Turan-Foley Motors, Inc.

Beth Verrilli and James Verrilli

James L. Waits

John Walsh

Ginger and John Weaver

Bonnie Webman

Mary Wiener and Sanford Cohen

Judy and Josh Wiener

Camille S. Yahm

Nina Zollo and James K. Green

2021 DONORS

$100,000+

The Ford Foundation

Housing and Urban Development
(HUD)

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Latham & Watkins LLP

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law

The Lohengrin Foundation, Inc.

Selby and Richard McRae Foundation

Mississippi Bar Foundation

ViiV Healthcare Company

$50,000 to $99,999

Donna and Jim Barksdale

The Casey Family Programs

Center for Heirs Property Preservation
Community Catalyst

The Hazel Fund

Barbara and David Lipman

Kazan McClain Partners’ Foundation
Jane and Peter McLaughlin

Vangela and Thandi Wade

Ellen Weiss

$25,000 to $49,999

Matt Bergman and Bergman Draper

Oslund Udo, PLLC

Dr. R. Edward Bergmark

David Chambers and John Crane

Equal Justice Works

Mike Espy for Senate Campaign
Committee

Gail Laster and Don B. Verrilli, Jr.

Mary F. Miller

National Health Law Program

National Immigration Law Center

Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation

Scarlet Pearl Casino

lvy Parker-Snider and Stephen Snider

Vanderbilt University

$10,000 to $24,999

AIDS United

Anonymous

Anonymous

BankPlus

Dr. Frank Baron

Elisabeth and Russell Beckstead

Martha Bergmark and Elliott Andalman

Jennifer and Walter H. Boone

Butler Snow LLP

Candace M. Carroll and Leonard
B. Simon

Aviva Futorian

Scott Herrin Charitable Trust

Peter Kraus

Janet Lowenthal
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Robert B. McDuff

Morgan Wingate P.C.

Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Nissan North America, Inc.
Sanderson Farms, Inc.

Souls Grown Deep

Steps Coalition

Kraus and Paul Waters

Barbara Whitman and Lois Whitman

$5,000 to $9,999
Atiba Adams
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Reuben Anderson Family
Charitable Fund
Nan and Bernard Aron
The Bench Trail Fund
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
City of Biloxi
Patricia M. Cloherty
Community Foundation for Mississippi
David Delucia
Facebook
Lisa Foster and Alan Bersin
Robert Friedman
Friedman/Meyer Fund
Goldman Sachs Matching Gifts Program
Dale Goodman
Harvard University
Hinds Community College
Jack Londen
Hogan Lovells US LLP
Dr. Leslie-Burl McLemore
The National Football League
Kathryn Oberdorfer and Joel Cohen
Beth and Steve Orlansky
Carol and George Penick
The Pixley Hill Foundation
Carol Puckett
Sargent Shriver National Center
on Poverty Law
Susan Schaffer and Michael P. Rogan
Mary Ann Stein
Stern-Hughes Family Fund
Laura Wertheimer and Andrew Pincus
WWLD Foundation

$2,500 to $4,999
John Arango
Benevity

Teresa Canfield
Caplin & Drysdale

Katherine Edgar and Bob Healy

Patti and Al Gustafson

Lynn Hubbard and David Zapolsky
Kronowitz-Lewis Family Fund

Gerrish Milliken

Christina and Reilly Morse

Denise and Bob Owens

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Loren Riese

Mary Pat Ryan

Marian and Charles Schwartz

Rebecca Sive and Steven Tomashefsky
Snowball Fundraising

$1,000 to $2,499

ActBlue Charities

Anonymous

Gloria and Ken Banks

Amy and Seth Barad

Margaret L. Barrett

Benchmark Construction Corporation
Lisa and Dore Binder

Schuyler Bishop

Helen Boone

Catherine Boone

Katherine Borsecnik and Gene Weil
Peter Brest

Stratton Bull

Elizabeth and Greg Buyan

Nancy Duff Campbell

Charles E. Carpenter

Martin S. Checov

Children’s Defense Fund

Frank M. Conner, I

Melanie and Will Dann

Susan M. Davies

DLA Piper, LLP

Joanne Edgar

Equal Justice America, Inc

Diane T. Feldman

Angelina Fiordellisi

Margaret A. Fisher

Marc L. Fleischaker

Foldes Family Philanthropic Foundation
Velvelyn and E.C. Foster

The GoodCoin Foundation

Monica Galloway

Wendy Garrison and Richard Raspet
Tanya George and Norman Rosenberg
Stephanie Gold

C. Paige Gutierrez and Gerald H. Blessey
Robert Healy

Matthew Holden

Susan and Alan Houseman

Courtney Choi Hunt

Fraser Hunter

Doressia L. Hutton

Impact Assets

Joely and John Janette

Elizabeth Jenkins-Joffe

Elta and Jim Johnston

John C. Jopling

Elizabeth Karan and Jonathan Hooks

LaMacchia Family Foundation

Karen Lash and Martha Ertman

Drs. Wrenn Levenberg and Aaron
S. Andalman

Celia Goodman Leventhal

Phyllis Levine

Judith and Elliott Lichtman

Linda Lipsett-Jules Bernstein
Charitable Gift Fund

Jeanne B. Luckett and C.B. Carroll

Travis Lunn

Cheline Lundin

Hal Malchow

James D. McClure

Mary E. McClymont

Susan McDonald

Leslie B. McLemore ll

Douglas McRae

Laurie and Mike Mehalic

Arlene Judith Alpert Mehiman

Douglas Minor

Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky,
and Popeo, P.C.

Ginnie and Luther Munford

Dr. Ann Myers and Dr. George Schimmel

Network for Good

Dr. James Oliver

Julia O’Neal

Naomi and Larry Orlansky

David Orlansky

James Phipps

Linda and Mark Posner

Wiley Charles Prewitt, Jr.

Gayle Privette and E. Carol Posey

Sara and Bill Ray

John Relman

Emerson Robinson

Iris Rothman and Shannon Ferguson

Betty Sanders

Marjorie and Amitai Schwartz

Jacqueline Sellers

Ruth Shere

Laura M. and Ronald Siena

The Silver Foundation

Ross Parker Simons

Constance Slaughter-Harvey

Rita Sloan and David Gottlieb

Betty and Lee Smithson

Francis Starr Springer

Pamela S. Stearns

Alison Steiner and David Reynolds

Paula and Henry Stern

Tracey Hughes and David Stern

Pamela and Richard Strassberg

Elizabeth Taylor and David DeBruin

Ann Tickner

Wardell C. Townsend, Jr.

Ellis Turnage

University of the District of Columbia,
David A. Clarke School of Law

The University of Mississippi Foundation

Dr. Charles Vincent

VSK Inc

Judie C. Waldington

Sara Waldstein and Philip Dorman

Jo-Ann Wallace

Seth Waxman

Judy Waxman and James D. Weill

Charles L. Young, Sr. Foundation

$500 to $999

Gwendolyn Baptist-Rucker, Esq.

Debbie Bell and Neil White

Donald S. Blank

Gerald Blessey Law Firm

Katie Blount and Senator David Blount

Magdalen Reeder Borstein

John Bradley

Kevin Burch

Beatrice Camp

Nancy and Roy Campbell

Capital Financial Group

Capital Group American Funds
Robert Soppelsa

Center for Law and Social Policy

Willy Cherry

Gettis J. Clair, Jr.

Victoria and David W. Clark

Nina Clark

Courtney Collins

Scott Winston Colom

Michelle Colon

Congregation Kol Ami Rabbi Eger
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Discretionary Fund

Ingrid Creppell

David A. Cruickshank

Harry Daniels

Armand G. Derfner

Betty Ditto

Marian Wright Edelman and
Peter Edelman

Meg Finn and David Michener

Liz Fitzhugh and Jim Feldman

Barbara Francisco

Marcy and Brian Frosh

Peter Hedges

Joel M. Hellman

Mary E. Hudson

Alexa Jervis

The Koala Fund

Steve Kolnick

Derry and Craig Koralek

William R. Ludwig

John Luongo

Benetta Mansfield and Kalman Resnick

William Holt McCulloch

Jean and Tim Medley

Anita S. Miller and Mike Lang

Alfredia Miller

Elliott Milstein

Judson Miner

Mississippi Human Services Agenda

Sammy Moon and Jeffrey Karer

Edward Eugene Moon

Lawrence B. and Claire K. Morse Fund

Mary D. Moyer

Mariette Newcomb and Michael Lipsky

Dudley Olsson

Cinthia Schuman Ottinger and
Larry Ottinger

PhRMA

Ben Piazza

Maryellen and John Riley

Safe and Sound Home Care LLC

Michele and Ken Schipper

Molly and Glenn Seaverns

Michael Selmi

Jerry Silbert

Caitlyn Silhan

Dr. Robert Smith

Seetha and Asoka Srinivasan

Lauren States and Kenneth J. Creary

Stanley L. Taylor

Ally Vaughn

Gwyn and Jeff Wachtel



Julia Weaver and Robert Wiygul
Dan Webb

Dr. Jessie L. White, Jr. Fund
Kathryn Wiener

Judy and Josh Wiener

Lisa Wohl

$250 to $499

Judy and David Aaronson
Michael Allen

Sarah Jane Alston

Phyllis Annett

Jeremy Avins

Karen Bargelt

Marian and Claiborne Barksdale
Peter Benvenutti

Charles Both

Emilia Cutrer

Claire Davis

Laurie Davis and Joseph Sellers
Andrew J. Dempsey
Christopher Dowd

Cheryl Lorraine Evans

Suzy Filbert

Emily FitzHugh

Pushpika Freitas and David Barnum
Kathy and Ted Gest

Andrew Goldberg

Cheryl Hearn

Ann Henley

Beth Hiseler

Nancy Horie

Richard Howorth

JoAnn Intili

Johnnie Jackson

Maryann and Stephen Jacobson
Veronica D. Jenkins

J.C. Johnson

Beverly and Warren Jones
Edward J. Jones

Donna Katz

Catherine Klipple

Sarah M. and Jonathan G. Lebedoff
Charles Otis Lee

Debra Fried Levin

Julia and Matt Lichtman Kepniss
Ray Mabus

Dr. Carole Cooper Martin Foundation
Polly Dement and John Mayer
Mayo Mallette PLLC

Tamina McMillan

Aviva S. Meyer

Susan and John C. Michaelson
William Minarik
Nardin Academy
Velma Parness
Bettie Ruth Patterson
Andrea and Andrew Potash
Alfred Rankins
Amelie L. Ratliff
Jan Levine Reisman
Joseph D. Rich
Mr. and Ms. Robert Rogers, Jr.
Elizabeth Samuels and Ira Burnim
Selah Saterstrom
Sally and Robbie Segal
Beth Susan Slavet
Elise and Steve Smith
State Farm Fire and
Casualty Company
Carol Tanski and Steve Golden
Beth Tomasello
Allison and Bill Treanor
Lauren Waits
Judith Weiss
Marvieattae Allen White
Ashley Wicks
Mary Wiener and Sanford Cohen
Tim Wierzbicki
Susan Wilson
Julie Winterbottom
Bonnie L. Wishne

THANKYOU TO OUR
2020-21 PRO BONO
PARTNERS

You are the they.

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Arnold & Porter
Amardeep Bains
Balch & Bingham, LLP
Rachel Conner
Derfner & Altman
DLA Piper
Jennifer M. Ersin
Eskert Seamans Cherin
& Mellott, LLC
Victor Fleitas
Forman Watkins & Krutz, LLP
Alisa Gdaline

Andrew Goldberg
Hawkins Law, PC
Hogan Lovells, LLC
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP
Ice Miller LLP
Jacqueline Nichol Attorney at Law
Judy Lederer
Kauff McGuire & Margolis LLP
Law Office of William G. McLean
Lipman Law Firm
Mackenzie Shields
Maggie Marron
McKeon Law Group
McLean Law
Michael Niu
Munger, Tolles, & Olson, LLP
Cassandra Olsen
Phelps Dunbar
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Tyler Royals
Russell Immigration Law Firm PLLC
Schwindaman Law Firm
Jennie Searcy
Brad Stam
Stephen Wilson Attorney
at Law PLLC
We The Action
Young Wells Williams P.A.

2020
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$292,093

THANKYOU TO OUR
STUDENT INTERNS

MCJ interns came from universities and
law schools nationwide. These interns
were drawn to Mississippi by MCJ’s work
and their belief that changing Mississippi
for the better can lead to changes for the
better everywhere.

Brooklyn Law School

CUNY School of Law

Dillard University

Georgetown Law

Harvard Law School

Jackson State University
Mississippi College School of Law
New York University School of Law
Princeton University

Rutgers Law School

University of Arkansas School of Law

University of California, Irvine School of Law

UCLA School of Law

University of Michigan Law School

The University of Mississippi

The University of Mississippi School of Law

University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School

William & Mary Law School
Yale Law School

VALUE OF PRO BONO PARTNERS
IN-KIND DONATIONS

2021

$588,115

THANK YOU TO OUR
SOCIAL JUSTICE
PARTNERS

MCJ offers our deepest thanks to the
many law firms, advocacy groups, and
community advocates that collaborate
with us. Together, we are the they.

ACLU of Mississippi

Back Bay Mission

BancorpSouth

BankPlus

Black Lives Matter of Mississippi

Capital Area Bar Association Young
Lawyers Division

Catholic Diocese of Jackson

Children’s Defense Fund, Southern
Regional Office

Church of Christ (Holiness)

City of Jackson

Coalition for a Prosperous Mississippi

Coastal Family Health Center

Coastal Women for Change

Counter Narrative Project

Danita Munday Remain Calm
Consulting

Delta Design Build Workshop

Disability Rights Mississippi

East Biloxi Community Collaborative

El Pueblo

Grace House

Gulf Coast Center for Law & Policy

Gulf Coast Community Design Studio

Gulf Regional Planning Commission

Gulf Restoration Network

Habitat for Humanity - Metro Jackson

Hinds Community College

Hope Community Development
Agency

Hope Policy Institute

Indianola Promise Community
Youth Council
Jackson Free Clinic
Jackson Medical Mall Foundation
Liberty and Trust Company
MacArthur Justice Center
Magnolia Bar Association
Mercy Housing and Human Development
Mississippi Access to Justice Commission
Mississippi Alliance for Public Safety
(MAPS)
Mississippi Association for Justice
Mississippi Association of Educators
Mississippi Black Women’s Roundtable
Mississippi Center for Legal Services
Mississippi Coalition for Citizens
with Disabilities
Mississippi Coalition of Viethamese
Fisherfolk and Families
Mississippi Commission for
Volunteer Service
Mississippi Community Financial
Access Coalition
Mississippi Consumer Protection
Division, Office of the
Attorney General
Mississippi Credit Union Association
Mississippi Families as Allies for
Children’s Mental Health
Mississippi Gulf Coast Delta Alliance
for Economic Inclusion
Mississippi Health Advocacy Program
Mississippi Home Corporation
Mississippi Housing Partnership
Mississippi Human Services Coalition
Mississippi Immigrants’ Rights Alliance
Mississippi in Action
Mississippi Low-Income Child
Care Initiative
Mississippi Parent Training and
Information Center
Mississippi Prison Reform Coalition

Mississippi Religious Leadership
Conference

Mississippi Rising Coalition

Mississippi State Department of Health

Mississippi State University
Extension Service

Mississippi United to End Homelessness

Mississippi Votes

Moore Community House

My Brother’s Keeper

NAACP Legal Defense Fund - Southern
Prisons Working Group

NAACP, Biloxi Branch

NAACP, Gulfport Branch

NAACP, Mississippi State Conference

Nollie Jenkins Family Center

North Gulfport Civic Club

North Gulfport Community Land Trust

North Mississippi Rural Legal Services

OneVoice

Parents for Public Schools-Jackson

Peoples Advocacy Institute

Racial Equity Community of Practice

RECH Foundation

Rethink MS

Rural LISC

Self-Help

Soria City Civic Organization

Southern AIDS Coalition

Southern Echo

Southern Mississippi Planning and
Development District

Southern Poverty Law Center

Southern Poverty Law Center Voting
Rights Unit

Steps Coalition

Sunflower County Parents and
Students Organization

Teach for America

The Center for HIV Law and Policy

The Mississippi Bar

Turkey Creek Community Initiative

University of Mississippi Medical Center

Voice of Calvary Ministries

We 2gether Creating Change

West Tennessee Legal Services

William Winter Institute for Racial
Reconciliation

Women’s Foundation of Mississippi

Working Together Jackson

2021 MARKED THE
CLOSE OF A CHAPTER
IN MCJ HISTORY WITH
THE DEPARTURES OF
REILLY MORSE AND
BETH ORLANSKY.

Reilly Morse, past president and CEO

of MCJ (November 2013 December 2019),
left the organization to pursue new paths
as a fine artist. MCJ reached significant
milestones under Reilly’s leadership,
including the establishment of the
George Riley Impact Litigation Project.

Beth Orlansky, MCJ’s director of
advocacy, retired in 2021. Beth helped
shape every campaign at MCJ for nearly
two decades. Her mentorship of young
attorneys and interns inspired the next
generation who will take up the fight for
social, racial, and economic justice.

MCJ welcomes gifts in honor of Reilly
or Beth and the difference their work
has made for Mississippi. To make a
donation that extends their MCJ legacy,
visit mscenterforjustice.org/donate.

“THROUGH ITS UNFLINCHING ADVOCACY FOR RACIAL AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE FOR MISSISSIPPI’S
MARGINALIZED CITIZENS, MCJ IS POSITIVELY IMPACTING THE LIVES OF ALL MISSISSIPPIANS.”

MARY AND SAM MILLER, MCJ Supporters - New York, New York
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AT DECEMBER 31, 2020
(With Comparative Totals for 2019)

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash
Restricted cash
Receivables, net
Prepaid expenses

BUILDING, FURNITURE, EQUIPMENT,
AND LEASEHOLD IMPROVEMENTS, net

OTHER ASSETS
Deposits

FINANCIAL REPORTS

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts payable
Accrued expenses
Immigration bond pass-thru fund
Payroll liabilities
Deferred revenue
Loan payable

NET ASSETS
Without donor restrictions
Undesignated
Designated by the Board
With donor restrictions

2020 2019
$ 1,633,413 $ 251,959
600,000 700,000
3,068,383 1,017,957
21,600 38,703
5,323,396 2,008,619
251,701 259,085
10,810 10,822

$ 5,585,907 $ 2,278,526
$ 71,395 $ 35774
121,597 97,297
152,500 150,000
1,012 636

17,067 -

- 75,000

363,571 358,707
1,584,787 195,094
225,440 -
3,412,109 1,724,725
5,222,336 1,919,819

$ 5,585,907 $ 2,278,526

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2020
(With Comparative Totals for 2019)

2020 2019
Activities Activities
without donor  with donor
restrictions restrictions Total Total
SUPPORT AND REVENUES
Contributions $1,278,856 $246,570 $1,525,426 $1,698,611
In-kind contributions 292,093 - 292,093 1,138,555
Grants 700,000 3,393,131 4,093,131 1,520,264
Contract services 171,983 - 171,983 28,661
Attorney fee donations - - - 17,650
PPP forgiveness revenue 477,378 - 477,378 -
Other income 6,607 - 6,607 7,789
Net assets released
from restrictions 1,952,317  (1,952,317) - -
4,879,234 1,687,384 6,566,618 4,411,530
EXPENSES
Program services 2,746,007 - 2,746,007 4,108,487
Management and general 279,662 - 279,662 339,215
Fundraising 235,996 - 235,996 344,959
3,261,665 - 3,261,665 4,792,661
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS -
OPERATING 1,617,569 1,687,384 3,304,953 (381,131)
NON-OPERATING: RETURN
OF GRANT FUNDS (Note 10) (2,436) - (2,436) (9,065)
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 1,615,133 1,687,384 3,302,517 (390,196)
NET ASSETS AT BEGINNING
OF YEAR 195,094 1,724,725 1,919,819 2,310,015
NET ASSETS AT END
OF YEAR $1,810,227 $3,412,109 $5,222,336 $1,919,819
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FINANCIAL REPORTS

EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2020
(With Comparative Totals for 2019)

2020 2019
Management
Programming & General Fundraising Total Total
$2,746,007 $ 279,662 $ 235,996 $ 3,261,665 $ 4,792,661

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

FUNDRAISING
7%

MANAGEMENT
9% AN

84%

OF MCJ
EXPENDITURES IN
2020 WENT DIRECTLY
TO PROGRAMMING.

Financial data was taken from audited financial statements prepared by Matthews Cutrer & Lindsay PA.

The global pandemic and resulting economic fallout only strengthened

MCJ’s commitment to its mission. Increased donor support and strong
leadership allowed MCJ to enlarge its capacity to fight injustice.
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“IT'S BEEN SAID,

1F YOU DON'T KNOW
MISSISSIPPIL YOU DON'T
CNOW THIS COUNTRY”

To me, this means that MCJ’s
victories, whether they be small
or large, are victories for the whole
country. And defeats are simply
reasons to keep pushing forward
to show the rest of the country that
justice can, eventually, be achieved.”

JOANNE EDGAR
MCJ Supporter - New York, New York




HONOREES

2020 Mississippi On the
Potomac Honoree

Donald B. Verrilli, Jr.

Former U.S. Solicitor General
MCJ Board Member

2020 Champions of Justice

Barbara Lipman
Educator

David Lipman
Civil Rights Attorney
MCJ Board Member

Stanley “Rip” Daniels
Owner of WJZD Radio, Real Estate
Developer and Preservationist

2021 Mississippi on the
Potomac Honorees

Congressman Jamie Raskin

Nan Aron
Founder and Past President of the
Alliance for Justice

2021 Champions of Justice

Dr. Leslie-Burl McLemore

Civil Rights Activist and
Political Leader

Former MCJ Board Member

Beth Orlansky
Former MCJ Director of Advocacy

2021 Pathfinders

Angie Thomas

New York Times Bestselling Author
of The Hate U Give, On the Come
Up, and Concrete Rose

Nick Wallace
Celebrity Chef

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Walter Boone, Chair
Balch & Bingham LLP
Jackson, Mississippi

Martha Bergmark

MCJ Founder, Senior Counsel
Voices for Civil Justice

Washington, D.C.

Matthew P. Bergman
Bergman Draper Oslund, PLLC
Seattle, Washington

Mike Espy
Mike Espy PLLC
Jackson, Mississippi

Gordon Greenwood, Vice Chair
Kazan, McClain, Satterley

& Greenwood, PLLC
Oakland, California

Judith Lichtman

National Partnership for
Women & Families

Washington, D.C.

David Lipman
The Lipman Law Firm
Coral Gables, Florida

Bill Ray
BankPlus
Ridgeland, Mississippi

Jim Rudolph
McKnight Realty Partners
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dr. Temika Simmons

Secretary/Treasurer

Assistant Professor of Psychology,
Delta State University

Cleveland, Mississippi

lvy Parker Snider
Southwestern Home Health Care Inc.

& Southwestern Private Services Inc.
Edmond, Oklahoma

Donald B. Verrilli, Jr.
Munger, Tolles, & Olson LLP
Washington, D.C.

MISSISSIPPI CENTER
FOR JUSTICE STAFF

AS OF APRIL 2022

Vangela M. Wade
President and CEO

Denise Antoine
Office Manager/Project Manager/
Student Coordinator

Andrea’ Barnes
Director of the Heirs Property Project

Charity Bruce
Staff Attorney, Consumer Protection

Stacey Moore Buchanan
Director of Operations and
General Counsel

Stephanie Davidson
Health Law Associate

Linda Dixon
Director of Health Law and
Public Benefits

Bkae Feldman
Impact Project Coordinator
and Policy Analyst

Chandra Calhoun Grayton
Fair Housing Attorney

Shakyra Graves
Executive Assistant/Human
Resources Coordinator

Alexis Griffin
General Office Clerk

Keri Henley
Director of Philanthropy

Yumekia Jones
Office Manager, Indianola/
Legal Assistant

John Jopling
Director of Housing Law/
Managing Attorney

Cyuan Lutzenberger
Paralegal, Consumer Protection

MCJ | 44

Rob McDuff
Director of the George Riley Impact
Litigation Initiative

Amelia McGowan
Director of Immigration Law

Max Myers
Director of Consumer Protection

Alecia Reed Owens
Health Law Attorney

Ty Pinkins
Equal Justice Works Legal Fellow

Bradley Poore
Paralegal, Housing

Kim Robinson
Senior Community Engagement
and Policy Coordinator

Tonisha Smith
Accounting and Grants Manager

Monica Spires
Donor Relations Coordinator

Harya Tarekegn
Director of Advocacy and Policy

Francis Vaughn
Heirs Property Paralegal

Kim Wiley
Education Policy Analyst

Clarence Williams
Fair Housing Test Coordinator

Paloma Wu
Deputy Director, George Riley
Impact Litigation Initiative

“THOSE FIGHTING
R SOCIAL JUSTICE
AVE OFTEN BEEN
OLITARY FIGURES.

While they were part of a ‘movement,’ we relied on
their individual courage and sacrifice. They, and
sometimes they alone, stood in the gap and
fought the fight. Today, we are not waiting for
the heroes to appear. They is we - the
Mississippi Center for Justice. Today, we have
an organization committed to rooting out racial,
social, and economic injustice wherever it is
found, dismantling Mississippi’s systems of injustice,
and standing in the gap for all of us. But we cannot stand in the gap
without you. Join us in the fight. Together, we are the they.”
WALTER BOONE, PARTNER, BALCH & BINGHAM LLP - CHAIR OF THE MCJ BOARD OF DIRECTORS

TO DONATE, VOLUNTEER, OR FIND OUT MORE ABOUT

THE MISSISSIPPI CENTER FOR JUSTICE AND HOW YOU CAN
BE A PART OF THE FIGHT FOR RACIAL, ECONOMIC,

AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, VISIT MSCENTERFORJUSTICE.ORG
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