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AN ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO ADVANCING RACIAL AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE



MAGINE MISSISSIPP

«.where children, elderly and people with disabilities living in poverty have healtheare coverage to meet their basic needs.

.where all residents recovering from a disaster receive prompt, fair and adequate help in rebuilding their lives,
...where state policies promote equitable and affordable housing for all communities, regardless of race or socioeconomic status.
..where predatory financing is outlawed and low-income residents have aceess to fairly-priced financial services to meet their needs.
...where all children receive a quality educanion, benchr from a safe, constructive discipline system and stay in school to graduare,
..where neighborhood residents work with developers, contractors, business owners and landlords to create vibrant, mixed-income communities for everyone.
..where all ¢itizens have equal access to our justice system to resolve their legal problems.
..where lawyers and other advocares make a sustained commitment ro advancing racial and economic justice starewide.

..where poverty has been eradicated.

IMAGINE MISSISSIPPI... THE SOCIAL JUSTICE STATE.
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When the Mississippi Center for Justice opened its doors in 2003, it did so with direction from its board to attack
a laundry list of policies that keep Mississippi at the bottom of nearly every indicator of human well being. It would require
untangling well-entrenched policies that seemed perfectly designed to deny poor and African-American Mississippians
access to meaningful opportunity to advance themselves.

The board and stall were audacious enough to believe that
change was possible. Today, progress is being made. Yel the
political and policy environment remains largely antagonistic
Lo the same people who have been shul oul [or decades. Against
a backdrop of national headlines about job losses, budgel culs,
a foreclosure crisis and other economic woes that hit hardest
in a state like Mississippi, the fight for racial and economic
Justice continues.

The staff and board of the Mississippi Center for Tustice
believe as strongly today as they did in 2003 in the possibility
ol advancing justice for all, and in opening doors (o opportunity
that creates positive change [or all Mississippians. As a home-
grown public interest law firm, we take seriously the challenges
and our obligation o shine a spotlight on even the ugliest ol
problems. Aller all, when policy lails o protect the rights of the
mosl vulnerable ol our cilizens, it [ails each and every one ol us.

This report shares just a lew ol the headlines that Mississippi
Center for Justice staff, along with numerons pro bono partners
and advocacy allies, have helped write during the past year:

= Our landmark settlement with the ULS, Department of Housing
and Urban Development that redirected $132 million to housing
recovery and put an end to the state’s exclusion of low-income
and Alrican-American residents ol the Mississippl Gull Coast
{rom [ully participating in Hurricane Kalrina recovery.

= Our settlement agreement with South Delta Regional Housing
Aunthority that forces the agency to lower rents and provide
improved mainlenance o lenants in six countlies across the
Mississippi Delta,

= [mplementation of a Gull-wide regional response (o provide
victims of the BP oil disaster free legal services to navigate
the claims recovery system and advocacy 1o make thal system
more accessible and responsive o the communitics damaged.

= Mobilization of a statewide coalition including businesses,
clergy, financial institutions and others dedicated to reforming
predatory lending laws.

This report also provides a glimpse ol the slories we have
yel 1o rewrile in our mission (o advance racial and cconomic
Justice. Access to quality healthcare services, affordable child
care, disasler recovery assislance, educational opportunity, [air
lending and alfordable housing continues (o ¢lude Far too many
Mississippians.

We conlinue o imagine Mississippi as the model social
justice state, and our commitment is strengthened with cach gift
of time and talent from our dedicated supporters who make this
work possible. The law student interns, pro bone lawyers and
other volunteers who come through our doors inspire us 1o show
Mississippians — and the entire nation—what social justice really
looks like.



Since the age of 16, Joe Clement has
worked as a shrimper. When BF's
Deepwater Horizon oil rig exploded in
2010, it changed Clement’s lifie forever.
He owned his boat and employed
several deckhands. With no prospects
for fishing, Clement now faces a flood

of financial problems, including a
forechosure on his home. Mississippi
Center for Justice is leading a regional
legal services response team to

help people like Clement access and
navigate the claims system. We are
also working with Gulf Coast Claims
Facility to improve the claims process
so that victims receive fair, timely
compensation to help them weather
the economic crisis created by

this disaster.
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“I told them that | wanted to
be acknowledged as a hurricane
victim. This was not Storm
Surge Katrina. It was Hurricane
Katrina. There are thousands
of us out here that had wind
damage and the state of
Mississippi told us, ‘You don’t
exist. We don’t even know you.”

amela Landry lives in the rural northwest

corner of Hancock County, Mississippi,

some 30 miles from the coasthine. When

Hurricanc Katrina carved its relentless path
mland during 2003, the powerful surge of water did
not destroy her home. But the wind did.

Ms. Landry owned her home, a spacious two-
bedroom trailer, and the acre of land on which n
sat. During the hurricane, a tree fell on her traileg
chopping it in half. She lost almost everything she had.

In the months - and years - after the hurricane,
Pamela Landry fought to find help. She hoped to get
government recovery funds to rebuild and get her
life together. The saga she endured is tvpical of the
experiences of many Mississippians after Katrina,
cspecially those who are low-income, elderly,
disabled andfor people of color.

In facr, Katrina’s wind wreaked havoc on
thousands of homes along the Mississippi Gulf
Coast, himting  low-income,  African-American
communities just inland from the beach particularly
hard. Families who lived beyvond a 1%th century
railroad track abour % mile inland literally found
themselves on the wrong side of the tracks when it
came to hurricane recovery. The railroad protected
these neighborhoods from Katrina's flood surge, but
nothing stopped the 132-mile-per-hour wind. The
state denied help to families who suffered wind, but
not flood, damage.

Ms. Landry's first challenge was getting an initial
response from FEMA. Her brother and niece, who
lived on the same property and had minor damage
to their homes, got FEMA checks right away. Bt
Ms. Landry's claim was “mrmned off.” FEMA never
cxplained why this happened; she was simply
bumped out of the system. Afrer standing in line for
cight hours to get reinstated, she finally got a FEMA
trailer in January 2006,

Then came the task of inding the right long-term
recovery center that would accept her application.
“That took me untl October 2006," she said. ©1
went o Bay 5t Louis, and they said [ didn’t belong
there. Then 1 wene to Waveland, and they said |1

wasn't covered there. | finally went to Pearlingron,
and they took my claim.™ Each time, she had o take
a day off work and stand in line for hours. She has
pamful arthrits in her knees.

Ms. Landry was determined to rebuild and to do
it on her own property. At the Pearlington recovery
center, someone finally listened to her story and
referred her to the Catholic diocese, which was ready
to help. She gon hmited funds from FEMA, although
not enough to cover her losses or construction of a
TEW I'l(fll'l“.'.

She forged ahead. She found a single-room cabin
that had been used as an office and cobbled together
materials toe build an additional room. The Catholic
Diocese helped join the two rooms together and level
the structure. They also helped with bathroom and
kitchen fixtures and an air conditioner. In May 2008,
Ms. Landry moved in, before it was fully finished or
furnished.

She wenr inte debt to finance the construcrion
of this home, all the while continuing 1o seek
disaster relief funds. She was med down for a
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Small Business Administration low-income disaster
loan, because, they said, her income was too low
to pay back the loan. She applied for a Mississippi
Homeowner’s Assistance Program grant and was
turned down because her home was damaged by
wind, not water. She called the governor’s office and
was told that private insurance was supposed to cover
wind damage and it was her fault if she did not have
it. Ms. Landry explained: “I told her, “Lady, | don't
have msurance. I'm low-income. What part of low-
income don't vou understand?’

Ms. Landry became even more angry when she
learned that hundreds of millions of dollars from
Mississippi’s federal disaster grants were being
reallocated to expand the State Port at Gulfport. In the
meantime, she read in the paper about the Mississippi
Center for Justice and went to a meeting to tell her
story. “1 told them that | want to be acknowledged as
a hurricane vietim. This was not Storm Surge Katrina.
It was Hurricane Katrina. There are thousands of
us out here that had wind damage and the state of
Mississippi told us, *“You don’t exist. We don't even
know you.™

The state knows them now. Ms. Landry became a
named plaintiff in a lawsuit directed against the U.S.

[uring Hurrican

Department of Housing and Urban Development,
which had approved the governor's plan to divert
housing relief funds to port expansion, even though
only 13 percent of those funds had been directed to
help low- and moderate-income households rebuild.
The suit led to a landmark settlement, in which
Governor Haley Barbour agreed 1o ser aside 5132
million for low-income houscholds in nine Mississippi
counties. The new effort would open the doors to
repairs for thousands of people like Ms. Landry and
residents of the African-American communities who
had fallen through the cracks of a flawed hurricane
relief system.

In Avgust 2011, Ms. Landry waits to hear
the results of her application. Her house remains
unfinished; she needs a stove and numerous repairs.
She is looking for a new job, because her current
position as a part-time cashier at Walmart requires
her to stand, which 1s painful on her knees. But her
spirits are not daunted. *1 feel fantastic now,” she
said. “They are finally saving there are needs our here.
Tried to tell as many people as T could 1o get into this
program. Ar least you can get repairs done, you know,
to bring us back up to our living standard where we
were before the storm.”

LANDMARK
SETTLEMENT
RESTORES HOPE
FOR REBUILDING
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Nichols has a long and prestigious history. Founded in 1886 as the Biloxi Colored High School, it became
@ jumior high school and then an elementary school, all the while graduating students who went on to be
doctors, lawyers and educators. Throughout its histary, Nichols remained a hub of the African-American
community; Mary McLeod Bethune and Booker T. Washington were visitors to the school.

In 2004, Nichols opened the school year in a brand new facility, built as part of a school
desegregation settlement. The “new” Nichols had a state-of-the-art computer lab and an imagination
center. When the school board voted to close Nichols and send students to Gorenflo, even the children
werg upset; they loved their school and they performed well. Test results from Spring 2011 show lower
scores among the students at Gorenflo, particularly among African-American males. The Center and
its community allies continue to seek solutions to reopen Nichols and restore it to its previous high
performance standards.

ichols Elementary School m East Biloxi,

Mississippi was simply the best. Not just

the highest performing school in the Biloxi

public school system, but a star school—
the highest rating in the stare. In 2010, Nichols
won a national Blue Ribbon award from the 115,
Department of Education, one of only four schools
in the state to get this honor. That same year, Nichols
produced Mississippi’s teacher of the vear and the
Biloxi parent of the year.

All of these achievements are especially notable
given that Nichols served an African-American and
Viemamese community with one of the highest
poverty levels in Mississippi. Everyone was proud
of Nichols. S0 imagine the surprise when Biloxi
residents learmed in April 2010 that the school
board was closing this award-winning school. Board
members made this decision with no outreach o
parents, the community or to African-American
educarional leaders in Biloxi,

Perhaps the board thought no one would notice,
but they were wrong. Community members and
educators formed a Save Our Schools Coalition,
held rallies and picketed the businesses of the school
board members. Mississippi Center for Justice joined
the coalition in a campaign that combines public
education, community action and legal remedies.

As the Michols libranan said, this was a school
that weathered Hurricane Katrina and “in spite of
traumatized students and Faculty who had suffered
great personal, psychological and emotional distress,
our teachers were able to maintain high standards of
instruction.” She added, they were “facing a storm of
a different kind.”

Ethel Clay is a community leader in Biloxi, a
Nichols graduate and a retired educaror who raught
science for 31 years i the Biloxi school system,
including at Nichols. She is a current board member
of the Parent Teacher Organization at Gorenflo
Elementary School, where Nichols students were
sent for the 2010-2011 school year. Ms. Clay learned
that the board planned w close Nichols from the
newspaper. “1 couldn’t believe it,” she said. *1 was
just mortified. Why take vour best and cur it off?”

Usually when a school district closes a school, it
is because of low performance or because the facility
15 old and falling apart. This was clearly not the
case with MNichols, a shiny new school, built with
S10 mallion in taxpayer funds. Following Hurricane




~ “Board members made the decision to close Nichols with no outreach to parents,

the I:ummynity or to

Katrina, FEMA supplicd an additional $5 million
for repairs.

The official argument for closing Nichols was
decreasing enrollment after Katrina, a population
decline that applied to the entire district. Many
families, particularly in the devastated neighborhoods
surroundmg Nichols, did not receive the support
they needed to repair their homes quickly and were
slow to retum. Michols® enrollment fell when it
reopened in 2006, but it increased steadily each year
thereafrer. In making the decision to close Nichols,
the board did not examine proposed opportunitics to
increase enrollment, such as recruiting students from
nearby Keesler Air Force Base or making Nichols a
magnet school and drawing rition-paying students
from across the district. Furthermore, by combining
the two student bodies of Nichols and Gorenflo,
the board ignored their own strategic plan, which
mcluded a pledge 1o keep teacher-pupil ratios at
l6tol.

The board also cited budger issues s decision
ter close Nichols. However, the school district had a
$10 million surplus. The W. K. Kellogg Foundat
offered the district a three-year, $1.5 million grant
to support community involvement, but the board

turned down the grant, claiming that it would vsurp
the authority of the school board
not allowed by state law. Mississ

and therefore was
ippi Center for

Justice filed for a declaratory judgment asking the

state court to declare that such a foundation grant is
lezal and would not interfere with the school board’s
authority to govern.

At a school board meeting in December 2010,
Clemon Jimerson, a 1964 graduate of Nichols and a
retired educator, asked: *Were historical and cultural
factors considered in closing the school? If not,
why not?™ Calling the closure “a veiled attempt ar
cultural and historical destrucrion,” he cited Nichols
as an icon n the community that represents African-
American evolution from slavery to educational
success. Nichols, said Jimerson, “is the thread thar
binds the black community together.” Community
leaders in East Biloxi are not abour ro stand idle
while that thread is cur.

In 2011, a vear after the news that Nichols would
close, the Biloxi school supermtendent resigned. He
was replaced in July by another Mississippi school
superintendent whose district also has a star-rated
school. Community leaders in Biloxi are hopeful thart
he will understand their pride in Nichols and re-open
the conversation.

The Center and the community believe re-opening
Michaols remams a viable option. The school buildings
are maintained and in good shape. The Boys & Girls
Club of Biloxi vses it after hours and during the
SUTMIMET.

Ethel Clay's 9-vear-old daughter, Ebony, is one
of the optimists. She went to MNichols and 15 now
at Gorenflo, but she misses Nichols. The level of
education is not the same, she says, and Ms. Clay
agrees. For one thing, Ebony is not cxpected to do
homework as she was ar Nichols, She is bored; and
although she sull does well, her grades are not as
stellar as they were ar Nichols. “It's just the stuff
15 too easy,” she savs, adding that the only day she
likes to go to school is Friday for “Create,” a special
class for high-performing youngsters. Ebony wants
to write President Obama and ask for his help in
reapening Nichols,

In the meantime, East Biloxi 15 on the rise. The
UL.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

African-American educational leaders in Biloxi.”

invested $35 million to rebuild after Katrina, A new
housing development right across the street from
Michols has 196 units of affordable housing, half of
which are already hlled by parents who ask: “How
are the schools?™ The hopes of parents are matched
by the community and by the Center. This story is
nob Overn
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ommic Akins does not demand a lot from life.

“I just want to live in peace,” she says, without

having to deal with a lot of “confusion.” Bu

for more than two years, Ms. Akins® life has
been anything but peaceful. She lives in Beleon,
Mississippi, in a low-income housing complex run by
the South Delta Regional Housing Authority, which
manages units across six counties of the Mississippi
Delta. This organizanion is mandared by statute to
support low-mcome residents in affordable housing.
It is also mandated to keep these homes in livable
condition. It does neither,

Ms. Akins, 72, is a retired hospital worker who
lives on her monthly Social Security check. She has
been i her current home for 13 vears. She has good
neighbors, and children and grandchildren who stay
i touch. Her small two-bedroom house 15 filled
with beautiful furniture inherited from her mother;
her vard is an oasis of decorative plants and garden
furniture. Bur like hundreds of other residents n
South Delra housing, her life has been in turmoil.

In June 2009 Ms. Akins opened her mail
and discovered a bill that more than doubled her
monthly rent. “1 felr like [ was gonna catch on fire,”
she recalled. 1 wondered why they were raising the
rent because they never fixed the houses. When you
called them, they didn’t respond.” Ms. Akins was
not alone in getring such a staggering rent increase.
South Delta tenants across the six counties received
similar bills that more than doubled their rent, with
no notice and no explanation.

The mcreased rent was an msult on top of the
appalling maintenance. South Delta units suffered
from leaky roofs, cracked floors and shifting
foundations, chronic sewage and septic problems,
exposed and unsafe clectrical wiring and more. Some
homes, though still occupied, had actually been
condemned; butr these families, too, received rent
mereases. Many of South Delta’s tenants are elderly
andfor disabled. When tenants called for repairs, they
waited months for a response, 1f they got one ar all.
They often ended up making the repairs themselves.

Among the numerous maintenance issues in her

own home, Ms. Akins’ back door was broken and
would not lock; she did not feel safe leaving the
house. It took South Delta more than a year 1o fix the
door. When it was finally repaired, her son had to put
m a lock and she had o pamnt the door herself, B
the door was nothing compared to her toilet. “The
commaode wouldn’t flush,” she said, so she called

grea
Center fior Justice to bring positive change t

South Delta. After a month, they came out and the
repairman said he had to take it in to fix it, so he
pried it off the floor. “He busted it,” said Ms. Akins.
South Delra’s solution to this problem was to charge
her $700 for a new toiler.

Stories like this galvanized tenants after the rent
increase and led them to reach out to the Mississippi
Center for Justice for assistance. In July 2009, the
Center, representing approximately 250 tenants,
filed a lawsuit in federal court aganst South Dela.
The lawsuit alleged thar South Delra’s rent increases
violated Mississippi law, the federal Fair Housing
Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act. The
suit also charged that South Delra denied tenants
due process and violated the terms of their rental
CONCracts.

Following a briel moratorium on rent increases,
the court allowed the raised rents to go forward
while the case proceeded. More than 50 families
were unable to pay the higher rent and eventually left
their homes. Most of their units were boarded up or
simply left to the whims of the Mississippt weather.
In Ms. Akins" neighborhood, six homes were left
empty and abandoned.

Ms. Akins’ son helped her pay the higher rent
and she was able ro stay in her home. She and her
fellow tenants celebrated o May 2011, when a
settlement was finally reached. The details of the
agreement are confidential, but all of the rents
decreased, with a promise of affordable and better
maintained properties for all South Delta residents.

“I'was glad in my heart™ after the sertlement, said
Ms. Akins. 1 like this place. There isn't anywhere
else to go o Belzoni. There aren’t too many decent
houses here.” She is still waiting for repairs to her
roof, her porch and her bathtub. She and her fellow
South Delta renants wanr affordable rent and well-
maintained homes. This is not too much o ask of
a public housing authority. Mississippt Center for
Justice will make sure the agreement with South
Delta 15 honored. That is the least they can do for
justice.




Tommie AKins lives in Belzoni, Mississippi, in a low-income housing complex run by the South Delta Regional Housing
Authority. This organization is mandated by statute to support low-income residents in affordable housing.

It is also mandated to keep these homes in livable condition. It does neither.
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Paul Tran struggles to keep his Tamily store afloat as he
awaits payment for his claims refated to the BF oil disaster
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elcome 1o Super K,” says the sign above

Paul Tran’s convenience store and gas

station in Long Beach, Mississippi. The

sign is indeed welcoming, bur his business
15 still lagging some 18 months after the Apnl 2010
B oil disaster in the Gulf of Mexico,

Like other small business owners on the Gulf
Coast, Mr. Tran faced a double whammy of
disasters. First came Hurricane Katrina in 2005,
which wiped out much of his coastal town of Long
Beach and shur down his store for three months.
After Katrina, he explained, “I fought back, tried
to rebuild. And we did pretty good.” But just when
he was fecling confident again, the BP Deepwater
Horizon rig exploded, killing 11 people and sending
unimaginable amounts of ol into the Gulf of Mexico
and onto its beaches,

Mr. Tran's store, which he opened in 2003, sits
at a busy crossroads. His customers are Long Beach
residents, local shrimp boat crew and recreational
fishing devotees, and tourists who spend holidays on
the coast. But with oil gushing into the water and
oozing onto the beaches in 2000, “nobody fished and
it was hard and we couldn’t sell gas or anything,™ he
explained. *We had no fishing, no tourists either.”

Under pressure from the government, BP set up
a 520 billion claims fund to compensate residents
for lost wages and income. They began issuing
emergency checks. But for many, including Paul
Tran, gerting what they were due tumed into an
administrative nightmare. Their livelihood was gone.
They were promised support, but the claims process
became a labyrinth of confusion.

In Mississippi, the Viemamese community was
hir particularly hard by the disaster. Vietnamese
residents make up approximately half the stare’s
CLMTITTH

| fishing mdustry. Mr. Tran was quick 1o
submit his claim to BE, filing an application for an
emergency pavment in August 2010, He waited three
months for a reply, only to find out his application
had somehow been transferred from a business to an
individual claim, which meant a much lower payment.
“I don’t know how they made thar mistake,” he
saud, “since they helped me with the paperwork and
even filled it out for me.” He re-filed and eventually
received a check for $3,700, far below the pavment
he qualified for as a small business.

The aftermath of Hurricane Katrina raught social
justice advocates many things, chief among them that
access to justice following a disaster, especially for
low-income and minority residents, requires legal
advocacy. Mississippi Center for Justice also learned
from Katrina that a regional disaster needs a regional
response ... and a coordinated one.

The Center put those two lessons 1o work after

the oil disaster and is leading a five-state network

of 12 legal services organizations that provide free

counsel to coastal residents, helping them navigate
the claims system and get the financial support they
deserve. The need for help is evident. Legal services
providers in the five states received some 3,000
requests for assistance between Januvary, when the
network was launched, and June 2011,

In Long Beach, more th

a vear after the

disaster, customers at Mr Trans convemence store

The aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina taught social justice
advocates many things,
chief among them that
access to justice following a
disaster, especially for poor
and low-income residents,

requires legal advocacy.

are begimning to come back. Bur the shelves in his
store are partially empry and the gas tanks ourside
remain closed. T will cost him S30,000 just to rehll
the tanks o get that part of his business open again.
“Smce last April,” he explamed, “I've used all my
money. | borrowed money from my family. [ used 1o
have six people working here, now 1t's just me and
my wife.” If he had received an adequate emergency
pavment from BP in the first place, he would probably

be fully operational by now.

“Every time we go down to the claims facility,™ he
said, “the people tell me “*Oh, don't worry abourt .
We're gonna make it right.” So we re-file evervthing
again, and then three months later...." He adds that
he's not alone in his frustration. *T know a lot of
people around here that own a business and they
never got a penny,” he said.

Paul Tran heard about the Center ar a public
forum held by Mississippt Attorney General |

1
Hood. The Center helped him reapply, once again, in
June 2011, “T have all the records, all the paperwork
and documents, whatever they need,” said Mr. Tran.

Paul Tran’s story 15 not an iscolated one. The
Center and its legal services partners across the Gulf
have advised many who filed as a business bur got
a response as an individual, a huge difference when
it comes to monetary compensation. The Center
has seen others whose documents were lost or who
received no response at all from their applications.

Sull others are being investigated for fraud for claims

lower than $600. Mississippt Center for Justice and
its partners have mvestigated delays in payment
and inconsistencies i terms of who s or s not
compensated within the same mndustry. They have
also wdentified and addressed whaole categories of
people who were simply left out of the process, such
as those who fish for subsistence to feed therr families
he ail

or fabricators, who manufacture items used in
drilling imdustry.

The money 15 there. OF the 520 billion BP
allocated 1o support victims of the disaster, only 54
billion had been distributed as of June 20011, The
Center 1s on board to help make sure all who qualify,
including Paul Tran, understand the system and get a
fair response. “We don’t want anything that doesn™t
belong to us,” Mr. Tran msisted. He just wants what
was promised, so he can get his store and gas station
fully running again and support his famaly.




“ made a bad decision but | made a decision to try

and help my family, but it turned out to be more
negative than posinve.”

Thar's how Victoria Leasy, a single mother
of two in Greenville, Mississippi, describes her
encounter with payday lending. Ms. Leasy worked
full time, but needed help during the holidays, so she
visited a local pavday loan store and wrote a check
for 5363, of which $300 was the loan and $63 was
the mterest fee. When she could not afford o pay
back the loan, the store offered her a new loan—with
a new fee—to cover the balance,

In Mississippi, pavday loan stores oumumber
the most recognized fast-food establishments, Amid
flashing neon signs and under the guise of providing
fast, easy access to cash, they markert their products
most heavily in the poorest parts of the state. They
attract single mothers, low-wage workers and others
who are most likely to have poor credit and need
access to small amounts of money for both emergency
and normal living expenses between pavechecks.

meet
she says of the

Those fast, low-dollar loans come at a high price.
Because the entire loan amount, including the fee, is
due in two weeks, most people are unable to pay ut
off so quickly, and borrowers end up in a cycle of
debt that forces them to take our a new loan every
two weeks. Fach new loan comes with a new fee.

T'he cycle continues, with many borrowers taking
out an average of nine loans simply to pay off the
first one, generating fees that amount ro an interest
rate of more than 500 percent. It 15 estimated thar
the rypical payday loan borrower in Mississippi pays
more than $1,000 in fees for a $325 loan.

When Ms. Leasy lost her job and was unable to
repay the entire loan amount, she tried to work outan
mstallment plan. The store refused to work with her,
and turned her account over to a collection agency.,
The collection agent called her emplover, pretending
to be a law enforcement agent and making threats to
arrest her if she did not immediately repay the entire
loan. Unable to do so, she begged for more nme.

“I didn't dispute or argue about my debt, 1 simply
needed more time to repay i,” she said. “T was scared
and full of anxiety. | was so fearful, not knowing if |
would be arrested or not.”

Fed up with the harassment and threars, Ms.
Leasy rook action. When the local payday lending
store told her they had received other complamis
about similar tactics used by the collection agency,
she refused to be afraid any more. She called her TLS.
Congressman’s office and the Mississippi Attorney
General’s office, each of whom referred her to
Mississippi Center for Justice, where she found the
support she needed to fight back.

“Ttmade me feel good that there was someone else
who was going to advocate for me in this situation,”
Ms. Leasy explained.

While the Mississippi Center for Justice understands
the need for small-dollar loans, the Center adamantly
apposes the business model of the pavday lending
industry. As part of Mississippians for Fair Lending
wm, the Center 15 advocating for legislative
reform that will provide longer repayment periods and

coal

“It made me feel good that
there was someone else who
was going to advocate for

me in this situation.”

lower interest rates for borrowers, as wellas a darabase
so that stores will have to track and report their loan
information, just like other financial institutions do.

The Center and its coalition partmers are also
conducting grassroots public education sessions so
that citizens know more about their options. The good
news is thar there are alternatives. Mississippians have
access to nearly 600 sources of small-dollar loans that
can be obtained at more affordable and manageable
terms than payday loans. Small dollar loan providers
and pavday loan altematives are available where 98
percent of the state’s population resides. A number of
consumer groups and reputable banking mstitunons
also offer free fnancial counseling and  planning
services. That's a good start, but there is still more
to be done,

After months of fighting with the collection
agency and the local store, Ms. Leasy was not able ro
work out a payment plan. She knows the bad credir
will make it harder for her to access financial services
in the future. She is not stopping, however, in her
effort to help other Mississippians avoid the painful
experience she has endured.

“I learned my lesson,” she says abour accessing
“cash in a flash.” “Tt was a bad decision, but | made
the decision with good mtentions.”




A collection agent posing as law enforcement threatened to arres
and is now speaking out about the perils of payday lending.
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urgent and clear. A Portrait of Mississippi: The and
Mississippi Human Development Report 20097
published by Mississippi Stare Conference NAACE,
the American Human Development Project and
Oxfam America, highhghted startling educational

hough rich in history and culture, the region
of the Mississippi Delta is among the most
cconomically depressed in the United States.
The Delta’s population is nearly 60 percent
African-American; overall, Afncan-Americans comprise

health  disparities  that  African-American
Mississippians, particularly those in the Mississippi
Delra, face. According to that report, an African-
American boy born in Mississippi today can expect
a shorter lifespan than the average American did in

37 percent of the state’s population. Combined with
high poverty rates, this population s particularly
vulnerable 1o the racial and economic disparities
g Mississippi and the nanon.

Since its inception, Mississippi Center for Justice
has held the belief that in order to advance racial and
ecconomic justice statewide, a sustained presence in
the Mississippi Delta is a priority. During 2011, the
effort to open doors to an office located in the region
took one major step forward.

In mid-2011, the Center received a two-year,
$2 million grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation
that will make it possible to expand the Center’s
access to education and healtheare programs to the
Mississippr Delta with the support of an office in the

facu

region.

“We have been working for the past several vears
te serve the needs of residents in the Mississippi
Delta through our access 1o justice programs,” said
Martha Bergmark, Mississippi Center for Justice
founding president and CEO. “We have used
this time to lcarn more about the needs and
culture of the arca. We have been diligent in
our efforts to serve those needs but extremely
mindful of not opening an office until we
could financially sustain ir. Funding from
Kellogg makes this vision a reality.”

The office is slated to open by the end of
2011, and will be located in Indianola. The
plan includes mitial staffing of four peaple,
mcluding a managing attomey and two
support personnel, as well as a Skadden
legal fellow. !

The need for a legal advocacy capacity il
embedded in the Delta community is

“An African-American boy
born in Mississippi today
can expect a shorter lifespan
than the average American
did in 1960. The need for
a legal advocacy capacity
embedded in the Delta
community is urgent

and clear.”

1960, African-American men die at higher rates than
white men from the leading causes of death—hean
disease, cancer, stroke—but also from other factors,
including homicide and HIV/AIDS.

Sadly, access to quality cducation is equally
inadequate. The same report confirms that
Mississippi has some of the worst scores in the nation
on most measures of K-12 educational quality. It
further reports that about one-third of African-
American men in Mississippi over the age of 25 do
not have high school diplomas. Still greater numbers
of African-American boys are leaving high school
without graduating. Counties in the Delta have the
worst level of educational amainment in the stare,
Almost one in three adults i those counties has not
finished high school.

As with all of ts campaigns, the Center realizes
that coordination to maximize resources 15 a key to
successfully addressing these serious, systemic 1ssues.
At its new Delta office, the Center will provide
a legal capacity to address the needs of special
education students and school discipline policy, as
well as access to healthcare with a particular focus
on the implementation of the Affordable Care Act
and discrimination incurred by the HIV/ALDS
population.

“We believe this office will enhance and suppont
the work of the numerous community partners with
whom we already collaborate,” Bergmark added.
“We will contimue to work statewide, mcluding in the
Mississippi Delea, on issues
of fair lending, access 1o

affordable healthcare and
affordable housing.”

e mm—
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SOCIAL JUSTICE CAMPAIGN PARTNERS

We offer our deepest thanks to the many community organizations and advocacy groups who collaborate with us to strengthen our campaigns to advance racial and economic justice throughout
Mississippi. We treasure every hour of support from each volunteer attorney, student and staff member at the law firms, corporate legal departments, law schools, colleges and universities
who partner with us. Progress would not be possible without you.

State and Regional Partners

AARP Mississipp

Acadiana Legal Services

ACLLU of Mississippi

Advocares for Environmental Human Righes

Alabama Appleseced Center for Law
and Justice

Back Bay Mission

Bancorpsouth

BankPlus

Capital Area Bar Association Young
Lawyers Division

Capital Area Legal Services

Catholic Dnocese of Jackson

Children's Defense Fund, Southern
Regional Office

Church of Christ {Heliness)

Coalition for a Prosperous Mississippi

Coastal Family Health Center

Coastal Women for Change

Community Builders” Leadership Initarive

Community Foundation of Greater Jackson

CredAbility

Delta Music Institute at Delta
Stare University

Delea State University Center for Dela
Culture and Learning

Disabilivy Righes Mississippi

Dewwntown Jackson Partners

Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi

Firat American Title Company

First Pentecostal Church, Jackson

Florida Bar Foundation

Florida Legal Services

Circater Mew Orleans Fair Housing Center

Culf Coast Community Design Srudio

Gulf Coast Fair Housing Center

Gulf Coast Interfaith Task Force

Coulf Coast Renaissance Corporation

Coulf Regional Planning Commission

Habitar for Humanity - Metro Jackson

Hancock Housing Resource Cenrer

Hinds County Human Resources Agency

Hope Community Development Agency

Hope Emterprise Corporanon

HMIS United to End Homelessness

Institure of Southern Jewish Life

Jackson Medical Mall Feundation

Jackson Public Schools

Jackson Stare University Fannie Lou
Hamer Institute

Kingdom Community Development Corp.

Legal Services Alabama

Legal Services of Morth Florida

Liberty Bank

Living Independence for Everyone

Lone Star Legal Aid

Louisiana Appleseed

Louisiana Civil Justice Center

Leowisiana Justice lnstiture

Louisiana State Bar Assocation Access
to Justice Program

Lutheran Episcopal Services in Mississipp

Magnolia Bar Associarion

Mercy Housing and Human Development

Mid South Delta LISC

Mission Mississippi

Mississippi Access to Justice Commission

Mississippi AFL-CIO

Mississippi Association for Justice

Mississippi Baptist Convention Board

The Mississippi Bar

Mississippi Center for Education Innovation

Mississippi Center for Legal Services

Mississippi Center for Nonprofits

Mississippi Coalition for Citizens
with Disabilities

Mississippi Coalition for the Prevenrion
of Schoolhouse to Jailhouse

Mississippi Coalition of Vietmamess
Fisherfolk and Families

Mississippi Commission for Volunteer
Service

Mississippi Communities for Public
Edusation Reform

Mississippi Consumer Protecrion Dhivision,
Office of the Attorney General

Mississippi Credit Union Association

Mississippi Economic Policy Center

Mississippi Familics as Allies for
Children’s Mental Health

Mississippi Health Advocacy Program

Mississippi Home Corporaticn

Mississippi Housing Partnership

Mississippi Human Services Coalition

Mississippi Immigrants’ Righrs Alliance

Mississippi Low-Income Child Care Initiative

Mississippi Parent Traming amd
Information Center

Mississippi Religious Leadership Conference

Mississippi Srare Universiry

Mississippi State University Extension Service

Mississippi Volunmteer Lawyers Project

Mississippi Youth Justice Project

Mowving Forward Gulf Coast

MAACE, Biloxi Branch

MAACPE, Mississippi Stare Conference

Morth Florida Center for Equal Justice

Marth Gulfport Community Land Trust

Marth Mississippi Rural Legal Services

Operanion Shoestring

Parents for Public Schools—Jackson

I'he Pro Bono Project (New Orleans)

Public Policy Center of Mississippi

Rebuild Jackson County

Self-Help

Soria Ciry Civic Organization

Southeast Lowisiana Legal Services

Southern Eche

Southern Mississippd Planming and
Dievelopment Districe

Sourhern Poverty Law Cenrer

Steps Coalition

Texas Appleseed

Theresa Moady Title Company

Trustmark Bank

Turkey Creck Community Initiarive

United Penrecostal Church —
Mississippi Dustrict

Woice of Calvary Ministries

West Tennessee Legal Services

William Winter Insriture for Racial
Reconciliarion

Women's Fund of Mississipp

Word and Worship Church

National Partners

AARP Foundation Litigation

AFL-CIO

American Bar Associaton Center
foor Pro Bono

American Bar Association Section of
Business Law

Asian Americans for Change

RBoar Peaple 505

Center for Law and Social Policy

Center for Legal Aid Education

Center for Responsible Lending

Center on Bodget and Policy Prionities

Child Care Law Center

Ciry Bar Justice Center

Community Benefits Law Center

Consumer Federation of America

Corporation for Mational and
Communiry Service

Empire Justice Center

Equal Justice Works

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

Heousing Works

Insight Center for Community
Foonomic Development

International Relief & Development

Lawyers” Committes for Civil Rights
Under Law

Legal Services Corporation

Money Management International

MAACE Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, Ine.

Mational Alliance of Vietnamese
American Service Agencies



Martional Center for Law and
Economic Justios
Mational Consumer Law Center

Mational Economic Rescarch Assooates, Inc.

Marional Employment Law Project
Marional Health Law Program

Mational Legal Aid & Defender Association

Mational Low Income Housing Coalinon
Mational Resources Defense Councl
Mational Senior Citizens Law Center
MNational Women's Law Cenrer
Meghborworks
New York Lawyers for the Public Interest
Oxfam America
Parents for Public Schools—Mational
Pro Bono Mer
Rhode Island Legal Services
Vietnamese American Bar Association

of Northern California

Law Firms and Corporate Legal Departments
Akin Gump Strauss Haver & Feld LLP
Thomas B, Alexander, Attorney ar Law
John Thomas Ash, Attomey at Law
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell

& Berkownirz, PC
Ballard 5pahe LLP
Charles A, Becker, Jr., Attorney at Law
Bradley Arant Boult Commings LLP
Brown & Winters

Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes, PLLC

Butler, Snow, OFMara, Stevens and
Cannada PLLC

Byrd & Wiser

Citigroup

['lq':ll'_'!' Gortlich Steen & Hamilton LLP

T. Frank Collins, Amtorney ar Law

Coxwell & Associates, PLLC

Dewey & LeBocuf LLP

DLA Piper

Dirinker Biddle & Rearh LLP

Dukes, Dukes, |':1'.'|ri|1:.1 & Fancca, PA.

Levuis Patrick Frascogna, Attomey at Law

Gilbert LLP

Hawkins, Stracener & Gibson, PLLC

Kaye Scholer LLP

Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP

Kirkland & FElhs LLP

Larham & Warkins LLP

David L. Lord, Attormey at Law

Luckey & Mullins, PLLC

Manart, Phelps & Phillips LLP

Patrick E McAllister, Attorney at Law

Robert B, McDuff, Attormey at Law

MeGlinchey Stafford PLLC

Domald A, MeGraw, Artorney at Law

Minte, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky
and Popen, PC.

John 1. Moore, Amtorney ar Law

Morris & Associates

Morrison & Foersver, LLIY

Mixon Peabody LLP

OMelveny & Myers LLP

Orrick, Herringron & Surcliffe LLP

Parvon B l:."!‘:\l I

Phelps Dunbar LLI*

Pigott & Johnson

Andrew Schimmel, Attomey at Law

Seth Shannon, Attorney ar Law

Pat Shechan, Artorney ar Law

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLI*

Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP

Van Ness Feldman, PC

Venable LLP

Thandi Wade, Attorney ar Law
Watkins Ludlam Winter & Stenus, PA.
Weil, Gorshal & Manges, LLP

Robert C. Williamson, Attorney at Law
Winsron & Strawn LLP

Wise Carrer Child & Caraway, PA.
Luckerman Spaeder LLP

Law Schools, Colleges and Universities
Charlorte School of Law

Duke University School of Law
Harvard Law School

Jackson Stare Universiry

Millsaps College
Mississippi College School of Law
Mew York University Wagner School

of Public Service
Morthwestern University Law School
The Ohio State University Kirwan Institure
louro College Jacob D, Fuchsberg

Law Center
University of Chicago School of Law
I.I'I.i'\'-\.'l"ulr}' of R\.'I'Ifll\.'k_'!' School of Law
University of Maryland School of Law
University of Michigan Law School
University of Mississippi School of Law
University of Southermn Mississippi
University of Wisconsin Law School




FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Each contribution to the Mississippi Center for Justice is put to immediate use in support of our home-grown capacity to provide legal support for the advancement of racial and economic

justice. We are immensely grateful for the generous support of foundations, institutional contractors, law firms, corporations and individual donors who make our work possible. Listed below
are 2010 donors of $250 and more.

$100,000 and up

The Adantic Philanthropics

The Ford Foundation

Ciulf Coast Claims Facility

Mary Reynolds Babeock Foundation
Public Welfare Foundation

W, K. Kellogg Foundation

$50,000 to 29,998
Equal Justice Works
Gulf Coast Community Foundation
Ihe Audrey Irmas Foundaton for
Social Jusrice
Barbara and David Lipman
George Riley Fellowship
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
University of Maryland School of Law

525,000 to 45,988

AARP Foundation

David Baones, Boves, Schiller & Flexner LLP
Ihe Colom Foundation

Fanniec Mac Foundarion

Merodecs and Victor McTeer
Mississippi Bar Foundation
Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project
Marional Employment Law Project
Cieorge Riley

West Tennessee Legal Services

510,000 to 24,999

BankI"lus

Ir. Edward Bergmark

Community Catalyst

Stacy Ferraro and James W, Craig

First Focus

Alex Forger and Fern Schair

Jane Hicks

Kazan, McClain, Abrams, Fermancee,
Lyons, Greenwood, Harley & Oberman
Foundation

Latham & Watkins LLI*

Jack Londen

Hal Malchow and Astrid Weigerr

Melveny & Myers LLP

Janet and Luther On

Ocfam America
Sanderson Farms

Steps Coalition

W, E. Walker Foundation

55,000 to 8,989

John Arango

Lucy amd Peter Ascoli

AT&ET

I¥r. Frank Baron

Martha Bergmark and Elliorn Andalman
D John Bower

Citigroup

Copeland, Cook, Taylor & Bush, PA.
Cuinn Delaney and Wayne Jordan

DILA Fiper Foundation

Forman Perry Watkins Krute & Tardy LLP
Leomard Genet and Dale Goodman
Gilbere LLP

John Grisham

Gulf Coast Fund for Community
Renewal and Ecological Health

Impact Fund

Legal Services Alabama

Benetta Mansfield and Kalman Resmick

Dravid McClain

Orrick, Herrington & Surcliffe LLP

Ruth and Stephen Pollak

Southeast Lowisiana Legal Services

$2,500 to 4,999

Anba Adams

American Federation of Government
Employees

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell
& Berkowirz, PC

BlueCross BlucShicld of Mississippi

Walter H. Boonc

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLI"

Butler, Smow, O"'Mara, Stevens &
Cannada, PLLC

Communications Workers of America

Hope Enterprise Corporation

Jackson State University College of Business

and J5U Development Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Lawyers” Committes for Civil Rights Under Law

Manartr, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

Maxey Wann, PLLC

The Barbara B, McDowell and Gerald
5. Harrman Foundation

Melody and John 1. Maxey, IT1

Sally and Dhick Molpus

Sammy Moon and Jeffrey Karer

MAACE, Biloxi Branch

Beth and Steve Orlansky

Phelps Dunbar, LLP

Ross & Yerger

Trechouse Boutigue

University of Mississippi Medical Center
and University of Mississipp

University of Mississippi School of Law

Kathleen A. Welch and Shelley Hearne

Wise Carter Child & Caraway, LA,

$1,000 to 2,498

Drenise Abrams

AFL-CIO Union Community Fund

American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees

American Income Life

American University Washingron College
of Law

Andalman & Flynn, BC.

Phylliz and Reuben Anderson

Ballard Spahr LLP

BancorpSouth

Pamela and Fred L. Banks, |r

Don Barrerr

Debbie Bell and Neil White

Blair & Bondurant, I% A.

Laura and John R. Bradley

Garry Bridgeman

Bruming, Grantham, Grower 8¢ Hewes, PLLC

W, Hodding Carter, 1L, and Parricia
M. Derian

David Chambers and John Crane

Mike Cockrell

Corlew Munford & Smirth PLLC

Louisa Dixon and Jerry Johnson

Marian and Peter Edelman

Linder and Dennis Erby

Frank Fernande: and Carmen Flores

Barbara and David Ferraro

Aviva Futorian

Mancy and Spencer Gilber

David Gortieh and Rica Sloan

Gordon Greenwood

David B. Grishman

Bristow Hardin and Lavrie Mazur

John Heyman

Jemathan Hooks

Susan and Alan Houseman

Insight Cenrer for Community Economic
Development

International Assoaation of Machimsts
& Aerospace Workers

Trene and Earle Jones

John C. Jopling

Mary Lynn and Nathan Ko

The Marjorie Kevler Fund / Judy and
Peter Kovler

Rachel 5, Kronowite and Mark A, Lewis

Craig N, Landrum

Karen Lash and Martha Eroman

Melvyn R. Leventhal

James A, Lewis

Judith and Elliort Lichtman

[3r. Frances Lucas

hanna Lyons

Roberr B, Mclhuff

Ellen and Harald McElhinny

Mara Frances and Vaughn McRae

Charles M. Merkel, |r.

Anira 5. Miller and Mike Lang

Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferns, Glovsky
and Papeo PC

Mississippi College School of Law

Mississippi Economic Council

Mississippi Methodist Rehabilitation Center

Mockbee Hall & Drake, PA.

Julie and Alan Moore

Mike Moore Law Firm

The Moriah Fund

Ginnie and Lurther Munford

. Ann Myers and D George Schimmel

MLADA and NLADA Insurance Program

James Oberman
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Shirley and David Orlansky

Bab Owens

Lisa and Billy Percy

Linda Perle and MNeil Levy

Barbara Phillips and Robert Howard
Wiley Charles Prewirt, Jr

Leslie Praoll

Sara and Bill Ray

Lora and Carton Reeves

Bruce Robbins and Elizabeth Oboler
Michael P Rogan

Morman Rosenberg and Tanya George
Iris Rothman and Shannon Ferguson
Claire and Henry Sargent

Karen Sanjeant

Rebecca Sive and C. Steven Tomashefsky
Sarah Poscy Smith

scuthern Poverty Law Center

David Stern and Tracey Hughes

Adam Srrochak

Sutherland Ashill & Brennan, LLP
Michael Trister and Mancy Duff Campbell
Olger C. Twyner, 11

Debra and Robert H. Tyler

Watkins Ludlam Winter & Stenmis, PA.
Allen P Waxman

Elise and Thomas E. Williams

5500 to 989

AFL-CIO Housing Tnvestment Trust
Bonmie Allen

Shirley and Jonathan Asher

Marian and Claiborne Barksdale
Joseph L. Barloon

Maney amnd Roy Campbell
George Cochran

Cuneo, Gilbert & Laluca LLP
John Davies

Kathy and Sid Davis

Divinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Kimberly . Duffy

Meg Finn and David Michener
John Fleming

Monica Galloway

Sharon Gray Garrison

Wilson Golden

Thomas A. Gorrschalk
Winifred Green

Jerome C, Hafter

William T. Hassler

Betty Lynn and David R. Hunt
Catherme Klipple

Derry and Craig Koralek
Victor A, Kovner

[.aMacchia Family Foundation
PPhyllis and Summner Levine
Liberry Bank

Marjorie Press Lindblom
Francine and Bill Luckern
Leslie Burl Mclemore

Mina MclLemore and Donald 1.
[Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Mernitt
MINACT

Monsanto Company

Mixon Peabody LLP

Barbara and Barry Powell
Linda and Michacl Raff

Baker

The Ramey Agency

[anny Reed

D, Vonda Reeves-Darby

D Reginald and Linda Rigsby

Catherine Samuels and Jeremy Henderson

Elizabeth Shiver

Roberta and Howard Siegel

Leonard Simon

[2r. Robert Smith

Alison Steiner and David Reynolds

Drs. Jasmine and Herman Taylor

University of the District of Columbia,
David A. Clarke School of Law

Drenise and Michael Upton

Susan Waysdorf

Margaret Williams

Bonmnie L. Wishne

Leila Clark Wynn

$250 to 499

Judy and David Aaronson

Anita Andalman

Man Aron and Bernard Arons
Susan Bennett and John Eidleman
Kay Berkson and Sidney Hollander
William E Blair

Brenda Brarton Blom

Helen and Walter Boone

Katherine Borsecenik and Gene Weil
Anita Bose

Catholic Diocese of Jackson
Rayford G. Chambers

Julian Cheek

Dravid W, Clark

Stuart Cohen

Barbara and Fred (':l:m|‘.-|.'|'
Margaret and Brett Cupples
Elisabeth Curte and Richard Coppola
Polly Dement and John Mayer
Betsy and Kane Ditto

Cruidda and Wayne Drinkwarter
Jack F Dunbar

T}_'!'-." r, lJ‘_.'rl', _Il: mies & Danicls

The Ebb Point Foundation

Leslie and Steve Edds

Lynn Frackman and Thomas R. Meires
Kay and Craig Gabbert

Robert Greenstein

Jay Howard Hurdle

Sandra and Peyron Irby

Elizabeth Jenkins-]offe

Bettie Ruth Johnson

Amanda Levenberg and Clay McDanicl
Michael Lipsky

Ellen B, Malcolm

M::_'!'ll Malletre PLLC

Lucile McCook and Clifford Ochs
Deborah MclDwonald

Kimberly Merchant

Doug Minor

Mississippi Rehigioos Leadership Conference
Barbara and Robert Munford
Stephen H. Olesky

Missy and Keith Pearson
Margaret and Brad Pigott

Linda and Mark Posner

Peyron Prospere

Richard Raspet

Glenn W, Rawdon

Cynthia 5. and William M. Reed
Jethn Relman

Richard Law Firm, FLLC

Lynn amd Lawrence [), Ross
Richard A. Rothschild

Joan Bainbridge Safford

Elizabeth Samuels and Ira Burnim
Michael Sapoznilow

Cynthia Schneider

Paul A, Scripko

D, Ralph Silver

Errick 1. Simmons

Jane and Drew Spalding

Mary Ann Stein

Rev. Elvin Sunds

Domald B. Terrell

Stephen L. Thomas

Cheryl and Peter Waldsrein

Judy and Josh Wiener



STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
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2010
Support and Revenues

T T DT NI et sttt s et e et et eese et et s s eeteesr s rereee ele, a1

In=kind Contributions . 1400 0,174 4428776
L =PSSO U .. ) | 1,937,548
Interest and Dividends s 260 515
Miscellangous 1,379 16,444
Contract Services 104,707 228,667

Total Support and Revenues 3,867,981 7,139,867

Expenses
P D O T I TTL, STV iNES . et s o e s i e e 4 e v e o 1 Sed6 40 G, 1G4, 104

Management and Gemeral .. —————— 330,432 108,596
PdRBiNg s s s e e e e e e e S S e 200,980 282,372

Total Expenses

Increase (Decreasel in Net Assets (309,832)
Net Assets at Beginning of Year 1,362,543

Net Assets at End of Year S 1,053,711 1,362,543

These pages provide a condensed version of the Center's financial statements as presented by management
,

for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2000, Our financial statements bave been andited by Matthews

Cretrer & v PA., an independent public accounting firm. Thetr complate




ASSETS

Current Assets
Recevables

I'repaid Expenses

Property and Equipment, net
[Jthg.rﬁgsets L

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities

Net Assets
Unrestricted...........

lemporarily Restricted

STATEMENT OF

for the years ended December 31, 2000 and

ACeoUNtS Payable ottt
Acorued EXPemses st

PayrOl] Lo nliRIes o i i s o e o o o s o e i

[

2009

2010 2003

5 118,361 IR 661

1,210,654 1,314,862

6,595 3,003

7,760 3,510

1,672,764

145, (i 169 438
B2.675 K0,026
98 915 60,757

319,630 310,211

(294,914 3,139
1,347,625 1,355,404
1,052,711 1,362.543

1,382,361 1,672,764




ABOUT THE MISSISSIPPI CENTER FOR JUSTICE

The mission of the Mississippi Center for Justice is to advance racial and economic
justice. The Center carries out its mission through a community lawyering approach
that combines legal services with policy advocacy, community education and media
advocacy. The Center’s campaigns are creating better futures for low-wealth

Mississippians and communities of color in the areas of educational opportunity,

financial security, access to healthcare and child care, affordable housing and com-
munity development.

The Center capitalizes on the time and talent of volunteer attorneys, law students
and professionals from other public and private sectors. To find our more abour the
Center’s work, including volunteer opportunities and how to donate in support of our

work, visit www.mscenterforjustice.org and follow us on Facebook and Twitter.
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Violators Will Be
Prosecuted!







STAFF

As of Augnst 2011

Martha Bergmark, President/CEO

Bonnie Allen, Director of Access to Justice Partnerships
Dienise Antoine, Legal Assistant

Whitney Barkley, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Fellow
MNorman Chromister, Admiimistrative Assistant

Lan Diep, Equal [ustice Works AmeriCorps Fellow

Kim Dufty, George Riley Education Law Fellow

Frank Farmer, Pro Bona Counsel

Monica Galloway, Operations Director

Sharon Garrison, Conpnunications Director

Jomathan Havden, Ol Spull Disaster Response AmeriCorps VISTA
Kiva Jones, Legal Assistant

John Jopling, Coast Office Managing Attorney

Reilly Maorse, Policy Director

Alicia Netterville, Community Organizer

Beth Orlansky, Advocacy Director

Linda Dhxon Rigshy, Health Law Director

Paheadra Robinson, Consumer Protection Director

Noman Rosenberg, Development Director

Theodora Rowan, Financial Manager

Seth Shannon, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Fellow
Stephen Teague, Staff Attorney

Khiedrae Walker, Od Sgrll Disaster Response Contract Atlorney
Lauren Welford, Commumnications and Development Specialist

2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

As of Decermber 20010

Fred L. Banks, Chair, fackson
Robert B, MeDull, Vice Chair, Jackson
Isaac K. Byrd, Treasurer, Jackson
Roberta Avila, Biloxi

Walter H. Boone, Jackson

Carol Burnetr, Biloxi

Stacy Ferraro, Jackson

Judith Lichtman, Washington, DC
Dravid Lipman, Miasnti

Carlton W, Reeves, fackson
Greorge Riley, San Francisco



We express our deep gratitude to Joanne Edgar, writer, and Suzi Altman, photographer, for their contributions to the development of this report.
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