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Stepping



Injustice 
anywhere 
is a threat to 
justice 
everywhere

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 



Injustice 
anywhere 
is a threat to 
justice 
everywhere

An HIV/AIDS patient is denied housing because of his illness. 

LGBT Mississippians risk discrimination under a law that favors some religious 
beliefs over others. 

A paperwork error puts a hard-working woman in foreclosure. 

A high school football player is kicked out of school without cause.

Senior citizens watch their homes deteriorate around them as long-promised 
repairs are never made.    

Each of these situations is different. What all have in common is the Mississippi 
Center for Justice as the organization stepping in and fighting to make things right. 

Since 2003, the Mississippi Center for Justice (MCJ) has worked to advance racial 
and economic justice in the arenas of housing, healthcare, consumer protection, 
disaster relief, and education. 

But MCJ realizes that injustice knows no boundaries. In 2016, MCJ took a stand 
through signature cases that testify to the organization’s belief that fighting for a 
fair resolution for even one Mississippian in need is a step toward transforming 
Mississippi into a place where justice really is for all. 

As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. noted, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.” MCJ believes the reverse is also true. Justice anywhere – especially in a 
state long known for poverty and discrimination – is a threat to injustice everywhere. 

“Why this effort here, why now? Because 
this is the place and the time where we 
can make a difference. This is where the 
tools we have as lawyers can bring forth 
the kind of justice that people need.”
Reilly Morse, President and Chief Executive Officer, Mississippi Center for Justice 





Championing     

                           Equality 
A signature 2016 case for MCJ was Barber v. Bryant, 
a lawsuit filed by the Mississippi Center for Justice 
and attorney Rob McDuff of McDuff & Byrd Law Firm 
challenging House Bill 1523 passed by the Mississippi 
Legislature and signed by Governor Phil Bryant.  

(opposite page)  
MCJ Advocacy Director  
Beth Orlansky speaks  
to a group of supporters  
after HB1523 victory.

(left)  
MCJ attorneys and  
Barber v. Bryant plaintiffs 
leaving court after HB1523 
lawsuit hearing.
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The new law would have allowed discrimination in 
many situations based upon a specific set of religious 
beliefs, including the belief that marriage should be 
between a man and a woman and the belief that 
only married, heterosexual couples should engage 
in sexual relations. The law allowed clerks to cite  
religious objections to recuse themselves from 
issuing marriage licenses to same sex couples, and 
sought to protect merchants who refused services 
to gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender people 
from being sued for discrimination. In addition to 
targeting same sex couples with regard to marriage, 
the law condoned discrimination against transgender 
people, as well as against unmarried people, straight 
or gay, that engage in sexual relations. 

The lawsuit filed by MCJ and McDuff claimed the 
controversial measure violated the principle of the 
separation of church and state contained in the 
First Amendment of the Constitution. Plaintiffs in 
the suit included Mississippi ministers, community 
leaders, civic activists, and a Hattiesburg church. The 
plaintiff group included gay, lesbian, transgender, 
and straight Mississippians – people from all walks 
of life standing together against discrimination. 

At a hearing in June 2016, U.S. District Court Judge 
Carlton Reeves issued an injunction blocking the 
law from taking effect on July 1 on the grounds 
that the law was unconstitutional. At the time of 
this writing, Governor Bryant was appealing the 
decision. The 5th Circuit Court of Appeals denied 
the governor’s request for a stay in the lower court’s 
decision, ensuring the law will not go into effect 
until after the 5th circuit hears the appeal case.  
The court also denied Governor Bryant’s request to 
expedite the appeal. 

The injunction was a significant victory for equality 
in Mississippi, a state struggling to overcome a  
reputation for discrimination.

“Ensuring that government maintains neutrality 
on religious beliefs and respects religious diversity 
is part of our commitment to Mississippi as a social 
justice state,” said Beth Orlansky, advocacy director 
for the Mississippi Center for Justice. “Granting 
special protections to one set of religious views 
would allow legalized discrimination to put at 
risk decades of progress to secure full rights for all 
Mississippians.”

Championing   Equality (cont’d)  
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(left) MCJ Advocacy Director Beth Orlansky is interviewed by the media after HB1523 success.   (right) MCJ Consumer Protection Director 
Charles Lee helps to spread the “No Hate in My State” message through social media. 
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“I knew that history was being 
made in Mississippi.” 
Pastor Brandiilynne Dear was ordained in 2006 and 
was leading a church-based ministry for recovering 
drug addicts when she came out as a lesbian. 

“I lost my ministry and my standing in the 
community,” Dear recalls. “I had dedicated my life to 
helping others recover from addiction and rebuild 
their lives. I walked with them through some of 
their darkest and most difficult moments. Some had 
called me a hero. Then suddenly, I went from a hero 
to an abomination, and the very ones I had helped 
find their lives again turned on me. They began to 
bully me via social media and use the Bible that  
I love to condemn me. It was devastating. It took me 
two years to realize that even though the church 
might not love me, God loves me.”

Dear founded the Joshua Generation Metropolitan 
Community Church in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, 
with the goal of sharing God’s love with everyone, 
including the LGBT community. When HB 1523 
was passed, Dear and her wife, Susan Magnum, 
who serves as director of worship with Joshua 
Generation MCC, joined other concerned 
Mississippians as plaintiffs in the lawsuit against  
HB 1523 filed by the Mississippi Center for Justice.   

“When I heard about HB 1523, all of those wounds 
opened back up. I could feel the agonizing pain all 
over again. This is not God! God would never do 
the things that this bill suggested. I’m not sure if  
I was more upset about the harm that this bill would 
cause people in my community, or the horrific 
picture that it was painting of Jesus Christ. This bill 
was far from Christ-like.”

Dear describes her reaction to Judge Carlton 
Reeves’ injunction against the bill as “ecstatic, but 
cautiously ecstatic, because I was certain that our 
governor would appeal,” and adding that she is 
prepared to join with MCJ and the other plaintiffs 
to “go as far as necessary” to prevent the law from 
taking effect. 

“The most memorable moment of this experience 
was when I was on the stand representing our 
church, and I knew that history was being made in 
Mississippi. Many denominations were standing up 
for Christianity and the LGBT community. I never 
thought I would see the day that a priest, a rabbi, and 
pastors would unite against the religious right in the 
South. It was exactly what Jesus would have done.”



Disrupting  the Pipeline



Disrupting  the Pipeline
In school districts throughout 
Mississippi, students of color are 
more likely to face disciplinary 
actions, including suspensions or 
expulsions. Depending upon the 
nature of the infraction, some 
students may be thrust into the 
criminal justice system at an early 
age. These students are more 
likely to drop out of school and to 
be pulled back into the criminal 
justice system as adults. 

Realizing this “school to prison 
pipeline” is a serious issue in 
Mississippi, leaders in Sunflower 
County stepped up to partner with 
the Mississippi Center for Justice 
and others to address school 
discipline issues statewide.    

MCJ,  the Sunflower County 
Consolidated School District, the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
of Mississippi, and the Sunflower 
Parental Engagement Council 
partnered to create a pilot project 
to improve the approach to disci-
pline and allow students who 
make mistakes to continue on the 
path to success.  

Launched in 2015, the Sunflower 
County Systems Change Project 
(SCSCP) promotes changes in prac-
tices and policies followed by the 
media, the juvenile justice system, 
and the local school district to 
disrupt the school to prison pipeline. 

SCSCP engaged local leaders, the 
media, and young men and boys 
of color to correct the unfair, 
negative narrative often perpet-
uated about young men of color. 
Through a project known as ROOTS 
(Reclaiming Our Origins Through 
Story), 19 young men from the 

area embarked on an oral history 
project that is taking them across 
Sunflower County to learn more 
about their history, elders, peers, 
and themselves. The ROOTS project 
will generate media stories that 
provide an accurate perspective 
about young men of color, how 
they function in society, and 
their individual challenges and 
successes. 

Advocates also work with the local 
school district and youth court 
to adjust discipline policies that 
shuttle students into the crim-
inal justice system. An Advisory 
Council made up of adminis-
trators, students, parents, and 
other community members helps 
oversee and guide the reform 
efforts. Small SCSCP victories to 
date include revising the school 
district dress code to remove 
gender discrimination (girls were 
allowed to wear earrings while boys 
were not); racial discrimination, 
including prohibiting corn rows or 
“do rags;” and insignificant rules 
like shoe or belt colors that served 
only to impede learning.  

As a next step, the Advisory Council 
will present recommendations 
addressing the issue of school 
discipline and its far-reaching 
implications to the school board. 
If the board approves the recom-
mendations, the SCSCP partners 
will continue to work together to 
implement the suggestions and 
evaluate the program’s success.    

If successful in Sunflower County, 
the SCSCP program will be imple-
mented in other school districts 
throughout Mississippi to disrupt 
the school to prison pipeline. 

“We are successful young 
men working to change the 
future.”  
Kyle Pernell is one of 19 young African 
American men participating in the Sunflower 
County System Change Project (SCSCP), 
which seeks to disrupt the school to prison 
pipeline. Pernell, a 17-year-old high school 
junior, interviewed parents, teachers, 
authors, clergymen, and other community 
leaders about their perceptions of young 
men of color. 

“The biggest surprise to me was that there 
was such a perception of African American 
men as failures,” Pernell says. “I heard people 
describe their impression of young men like 
me as people who have nothing better to 
do than to hang on corners, sell drugs, and 
produce children.” 

“My reaction was, ‘Wow.’ I know there are 
people who do these things, but we also 
have young men trying to better themselves 
and their communities. We are not just 
objects on a street corner.” 

Pernell and the other young men involved 
in the SCSCP are working to change that 
perception by sharing their own, positive 
stories and life goals with members of their 
community. The young men have partnered 
with the school district to create more after 
school programs focused on developing 
reading and writing skills, and hope to be 
an inspiration to the generations of young 
African American men that will follow them. 

“My goal is first to better me and to be an 
example. If I can better myself, then I can 
be a better influence on the world and 
those around me,” Pernell says. “Through 
the SCSCP, I’ve met other young men, all 
with different stories and backgrounds 
and all working toward the common goal 
of changing this negative perception. I’ve 
gained some brothers and close friends. 
We’ve become a family, working together to 
try to help others. This program has helped 
us all realize that we are somebody. We are 
successful young men working to change 
the future.”  
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“Your record has been cleared.”  
Quinton Thompson, an Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps legal fellow, 
assisted with the MCJ expungement program in the Mississippi Delta. 
In an 11-month period, Thompson spoke with 420 people with criminal 
records and accepted 170 cases. In 130 of those cases, the clients’ 
criminal records, which included everything from drug possession to 
shoplifting, were cleared. 

“Some of the saddest cases were women who had been in abusive 
relationships involving domestic violence,” Thompson says. “A lot of 
them had been charged with assault during an altercation with a violent 
husband or boyfriend. Once they left the relationships, they were model 
citizens, but they still had a record that prevented them from becoming 
the nurse, the teacher, or the professional they wanted to be. They 
would come to me in tears, saying, ‘Everyone thinks I’m a violent person.’ 
It was very sad.”

For those whose records are cleared, the results are nothing less than 
life changing. 

“When I was able to call that first client and say, ‘Your record has been 
cleared,’ that was a great feeling. And it was still a great feeling 129 
cases later,” Thompson says. “I received a letter from a client who had 
three children. She wrote, ‘I made a mistake. My kids needed to know 
that I can do better and that they can do better. Thank you for helping 
me show them that.’ To know that you’re helping people pursue better 
options and that you’re giving them hope is a euphoric feeling for an 
attorney. And for the client? It means everything to that person.” 

Fighting for a Fresh Start

34 Expungement Clinics, Workshops, and Presentations

702 Expungement     Clients Served

238 Expungement Cases Opened

158 Employment Barriers Removed

53 Volunteers Engaged



Mississippians convicted of misdemeanor crimes 
often find their past records a permanent barrier 
to obtaining employment, housing, and benefits. 
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“I felt the work I did in expungements 
was a great service to provide to my 
home state and my community. I would 
also like to stress that the Mississippi 
Center for Justice provided one of the 
only full time programs dedicated to 
this particular issue. Without MCJ, 
there would still be a considerable gap 
in this area.”  Kyra McDonald, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Legal Fellow

Fighting for a Fresh Start

Expungement     Clients Served

Volunteers Engaged

In Mississippi, the state with the nation’s second-highest incarceration rate, misdemeanor 
records prevent hundreds of people from being considered for life-changing jobs. 
Citizens who have maintained a clean record and would be in a better position to serve 
society if their criminal records were expunged often have no access to the assistance 
they need in order to pursue clearing their records.

In an effort to remove this barrier to employment, MCJ held a series of pro bono clinics 
around the state to walk people through the process and assist in completing the 
paperwork necessary for expungement. The program was developed in partnership 
with Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps. 

MCJ was also instrumental in the passage of a 2016 state law that clarified and made 
consistent Mississippi judges’ authority to expunge misdemeanor convictions. MCJ 
attorneys noted discrepancies in state law that allowed for expungement in some 
cases but not in others involving the same offense. MCJ brought these discrepancies 
to the attention of State Representative Mark Baker, head of the legislative judiciary 
committee, who supported the bill clarifying the law.   



Standing Up 
In February 2016, MCJ and the Washington, D.C.-based Venable law firm filed a suit in 
federal court alleging that the City of Ridgeland violated the Fair Housing Act. At issue 
is the city’s attempt to eliminate through rezoning five apartment complexes occupied 
by predominantly African-American and Latino residents. 

According to the suit, Ridgeland officials and some residents complained – without 
supporting evidence – that the city’s changing demographics were negatively impacting 
schools, driving white residents out, and lowering property values. The mayor and 
board of alderman identified apartment complexes in Southeast Ridgeland, where 
a substantial percentage of Ridgeland’s minorities live, as the cause of the supposed 
problem and developed a rezoning plan to shut down and demolish the properties. 
According to the suit, the plan does not affect any other housing developments with 
similar population densities, including those with predominantly white residents. 

The suit seeks to have the rezoning provisions of the 2014 zoning law declared invalid 
and to prohibit the City from enforcing them.

At press time, we learned that HUD reached a settlement with the City of Ridgeland 
that will require the apartments to stay open.

“The Ridgeland ordinance is a textbook example of structural 
racism – a governmental policy masquerading as neutral 
that creates overwhelmingly negative outcomes based 
upon race. The consequences for African American and 
Hispanic residents, including dislocation, loss of housing 
security for families, and disruption of educational conti-
nuity, are exactly what the Fair Housing Act was designed 
to prevent.”
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for Fair Housing

INVAL
ID

– John Jopling, Mississippi Center for Justice Housing Law Director



Vote 
NO
on 

HB1116

Justice in Exposing a False HOPE 
MCJ mounted a successful public awareness campaign and lobbying effort that helped defeat 
House Bill 1116, the so-called “HOPE bill,” during the 2016 legislative session. 

Dubbed the HOPE bill because it would supposedly “restore hope, opportunity, and prosperity 
for everyone,” the bill would have, in reality, seriously hampered the state’s safety net programs 
by adding layers of bureaucracy and by preventing the state from providing food assistance 
to Mississippians after economic and natural disasters – such as Hurricane Katrina – by not 
allowing the state to pursue waivers on a three-month time limit on Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits. 

MCJ lobbied against the HOPE bill and launched a public information campaign encouraging 
Mississippians to contact their legislators and voice their opposition. Working with local and 
national advocacy partners, MCJ prepared a detailed analysis of the bill, pointing out its flaws 
and educating legislators on the cost to the state if passed. MCJ communicated with the legislature 
to the end, sending a pointed email to every legislator as they were on the floor waiting for the 
bill to come up on the calendar. 

“What will you do when people working in low- and moderate-income jobs are hungry 
after the community devastation of a hurricane, of a tornado or a flood, or when businesses 
and factories close?” the email read in part. “What will you do for Mississippians who have no 
savings, who just lost their source of income and can’t turn to federal food assistance in a world 
of chaos because of HB 1116? Please vote NO on HB 1116.”

Responding to a SNAP Judgement 
The federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) provides food benefits for 
low-income individuals and families. When SNAP was established, the program included a 
rule that required able-bodied adults without dependents (dubbed “ABAWDs”) to find a job or 
enroll in a training or education program within three months or lose their SNAP benefits. 

Since 2006 – the year Hurricane Katrina came ashore in Mississippi – the state of Mississippi 
had received a waiver exempting Mississippians from the three-month rule based on the fact 
that there were more unemployed Mississippians than there were jobs available. 

In 2016, Governor Phil Bryant announced that Mississippi would no longer seek the ABAWD 
waiver, meaning that the three-month rule was reinstated. The resulting confusion led to 
thousands of Mississippians losing their benefits because they were unaware of or did not 
understand the new requirements. 

While this is not a matter for litigation, the Mississippi Center for Justice has taken action to 
assist those left hungry as a result of the change. MCJ launched a public information campaign 
to help alert recipients of the new requirements. MCJ has been compiling data proving that the 
number of ABAWDs in Mississippi still outnumbers the jobs available in an effort to convince 
leadership that refusing to apply for the ABAWD waiver harms Mississippians in need. 

According to the Mississippi Department of Human Services, 51,000 Mississippians may be 
affected by the three-month time limit. 
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Legislative Action 
Advocating  through



2016 
Highlights 

in 
Healthcare, 
Consumer 

Protection, 
Education, 

and 
Housing 



The medical-legal partnership  
between Mississippi Center for Justice,  

the University of Mississippi Medical Center,  
the Mississippi State Department of Health, and the  

Jackson Medical Mall Foundation provided free civil legal services 

 to 35 clients living with HIV/AIDS. 

In partnership with the Southern AIDS Coalition, MCJ convened its  

5th Annual Mississippi AIDS Justice Project  
for a discussion about the legal rights of Mississippians living with HIV/AIDS. 

Mississippi Center for Justice conducted  

more than 25 outreach events  
educating Mississippians on the Affordable Care Act, Medicaid,  

and the Children’s Health Insurance Program. 

MCJ reached  

hundreds of high school and college students  
in the Delta and Jackson with information on  

the Affordable Care Act, Medicaid, and the  
Children’s Health Insurance Program. 
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Healthcare 
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Mississippi Center for Justice continued its foreclosure 
prevention work, providing legal services to 80 
clients in 28 counties, and hosting foreclosure 

prevention clinics in five cities statewide. 

In partnership with the Women’s Foundation of Mississippi 
and Nissan North America, Inc., MCJ will begin providing 

free legal assistance to Hinds Community 
College students over the next year.  Areas of 

assistance include student loans, consumer debt and credit, 
criminal record expungement, and fair housing.  
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Consumer Protection 
“The first thing that 
comes to my mind  
is relief.” 
Mary Williams found out she had 
been foreclosed on in the newspaper. 

“My sister saw a notice that my house 
was being sold in a foreclosure sale,” 
Williams says. “When she showed 
me that notice, it seemed like my 
heart stopped. I was so scared.” 

Williams’ problems had begun 
seven years earlier, when illness 
forced her to retire. She had been 
trying to work with her mortgage 
company on a loan modification 
ever since, a frustrating process 
marked by paperwork errors, 
delays, and unreturned phone calls 
that culminated with learning from 
the newspaper that her home was 
in foreclosure. 

“The mortgage company wasn’t 
listening,’ Williams says. “They 
didn’t care.” 

Faced with losing the home she 
had lived in for 21 years, Williams’ 
first thought was where she, her 
disabled husband, and their two 
teenaged sons would go. 

Fortunately, the Mississippi Center 
for Justice had already become 
involved on Williams’ behalf. 
Thanks to MCJ’s intervention, the 
foreclosure sale was cancelled 
and Williams received the loan 
modification she had so long been 
seeking. 

“When I hear the words ‘Mississippi 
Center for Justice,’ the first thing 
that comes to my mind is relief,” 
Williams says. “If there was ever 
anything I could do for Ms. Jessica 
Catchings, my attorney there, 
I would do it immediately. I will 
forever appreciate the Mississippi 
Center for Justice to the highest 
for everything they did for me.” 



Lack of access to a quality education 
is far too common for Mississippi’s 
children, particularly for children  

in communities of color and students 
with disabilities. 

Mississippi Center for Justice 
received 61 calls from 
concerned parents  

with issues in school districts in  
30 Mississippi counties. 
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Education

“I knew it wasn’t fair, but we had no one to 
represent us.” 
A hard-working student athlete at Mooreville High School in Lee 
County, Mississippi, John “J.T.” Tyler’s goal is to earn a college football 
scholarship and become a coach. 

In the fall of 2015, J.T.’s dream was jeopardized when his high school 
principal smelled marijuana on the team bus and called for a police 
search. Even though no drugs were found on the bus and despite the 
fact that he proclaimed his innocence and passed a drug test, J.T. was 
suspended from Mooreville and sent to an alternative school. 

J.T.’s mother, Kima Moore, appealed the decision to the school board, 
but her impression was that the board members’ minds were made up 
before the hearing ever started.

“They just kept saying, ‘Why would the principal lie?’” Moore says. 
“I said, ‘Because he’s human and humans make mistakes,’ but they 
wouldn’t listen to me.  J.T.  had never been in trouble before. I was angry 
and frustrated. I knew it wasn’t fair, but we had no one to represent us.” 

“They didn’t hear me out like they should have,” J.T. says. “They sent me 
to the alternative school. I couldn’t play football and I got behind in my 
schoolwork.” 

Then the Mississippi Center for Justice stepped in. After MCJ 
intervened, J.T, was readmitted to Mooreville High School and 
reinstated on the football team. 

“Mississippi Center for Justice did a great job for us,” Moore says.  
“I want J.T.’s story to be told so if this happens to any other family, 
they’ll know where to turn for help.” 

Cases included:

25 

general discipline cases

27 

special education cases

4 

residency cases

2

504 plans

2 

bullying cases

1 

youth court issue 

MCJ provided services in 42 cases
14 cases are still active



MCJ filed a HUD Fair Housing complaint on behalf  
of a single mother against an apartment complex in  

the Jackson Metro area with a policy of charging 
$200 in additional rent for each additional occupant, 

including small children.

MCJ is collaborating with the Lawyers 
Committee for Civil Rights to prepare 

residents of low- and moderate-
income neighborhoods in Gulfport for 

participation in the City’s “Affirmatively Furthering 
Fair Housing Assessment.” This program allows local 

residents to provide testimonials in reports submitted 
to HUD that reflect how well their communities comply 

with regulations governing the use of Community 
Development Block Grants. 

“The Mississippi Center for Justice 
carried my burden.”  
In February 2016, several senior citizens contacted the 
Mississippi Center for Justice about deplorable conditions 
in their Vicksburg, Mississippi, senior apartment complex. 
Some 40 elderly residents were living with mold, mildew, 
leaks, and rain pouring through their ceilings and coming 
through their windows. One of those residents was 73-year-
old Delores Hemphill. 

“Whenever it rained, the carpet in my bedroom got wet,” 
Hemphill says. “You could smell the mold and mildew, and 
sometimes, it felt like you could taste it.  I would wake up in the 
morning and my throat was so raw I could barely whisper. [The 
moisture and the smell in the bedroom] got so bad, I started 
sleeping on the couch. I did not sleep in my own bedroom for 
three months.” 

Hemphill and other residents had complained to the 
apartment management for more than a year, but nothing was 
done. The housing division at the City of Vicksburg attempted 
to intervene, but management at the complex refused to make 
the repairs. 

“I’m on a fixed income and I had to have some place to lay 
my head. I know some of the other residents were afraid to 
complain because they had nowhere else to go,” Hemphill 
says. “In that situation, you have to be humble and submissive, 
even when you feel like nothing is being done. I had done all I 
could within my little power and I couldn’t afford an attorney.” 

Then a neighbor suggested that Hemphill contact Jessica 
Catchings, an attorney with the Mississippi Center for 
Justice. MCJ contacted the management and the owners, 
who responded less than two weeks later with a remediation 
plan. Repairs have since been made, with management now in 
the final stages of mold and mildew removal and repair. Not 
only has Delores Hemphill’s apartment been repaired, she has 
also been reimbursed for her linens and furnishings damaged 
by the constant moisture. 

“Jessica Catchings has been my rock of Gibraltar,” Hemphill 
says. “She listened to me, she cared about me, and she worked 
diligently for me. Attorney Catchings and the Mississippi 
Center for Justice carried my burden for me. They interceded 
for me. They brought me some liberty. They were nothing less 
than a godsend.” 
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Housing

“Attorney Catchings and the 
Mississippi Center for Justice 
carried my burden for me. They 
interceded for me. They brought 
me some liberty. They were 
nothing less than a godsend.” 

Delores Hemphill, MCJ Client



Social Justice Campaign Partners
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STATE AND REGIONAL PARTNERS
AARP Mississippi
ACLU of Mississippi
Activists with a Purpose
Advocates for Environmental 
 Human Rights
Alabama Appleseed Center for 
 Law and Justice
All Saints Episcopal Church, Tupelo
Asian-American/Pacific Islander 
 Health Forum
Back Bay Mission
BancorpSouth
BankPlus
Better Choices for Mississippi
Better Schools Better Jobs
Boys and Girls Clubs of Mississippi
Brown & Associates, Inc.
Capital Area Bar Association Young 
 Lawyers Division
Catholic Diocese of Jackson
Children’s Defense Fund, Southern 
 Regional Office
Church of Christ (Holiness)
City of Canton
City of Jackson
Coalition for a Prosperous Mississippi
Coastal Family Health Center
Coastal Women for Change
Community Builders’ Leadership  
 Initiative
Community Foundation of  
 Greater Jackson
CredAbility
Crossroads Clinic
Delta Health Partners
Disability Rights Mississippi
Downtown Jackson Partners
Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi
First Pentecostal Church, Jackson
Florida Bar Foundation
Florida Legal Services
Fresh Start, City of Jackson
Goldring Woldenberg Institute of 
 Southern Jewish Life

Grace House
Greater New Orleans Fair  
 Housing Center
Gulf Coast Center for Law & Policy
Gulf Coast Community Design Studio
Gulf Coast Fair Housing Center
Gulf Coast Interfaith Task Force
Gulf Coast Renaissance Corporation
Gulf Regional Planning Commission
Gulf Restoration Network
Habitat for Humanity – Metro Jackson
Hancock Housing Resource Center
Hinds County Human Resources 
  Agency
Hope Community Development  
 Agency
Hope Enterprise Corporation
Hope Policy Institute
Hunger Free Jackson
Indianola Promise Community
Jackson Medical Mall Foundation
Jackson, MS VA
Nollie Jenkins Family Center
Kingdom Community  
 Development Corp.
Legal Services Alabama
Legal Services of North Florida
Liberty Bank and Trust Company
Living Independence for Everyone
Louisiana Appleseed
Louisiana Civil Justice Center
Louisiana Justice Institute
Louisiana State Bar Association   
 Access to Justice Program
MACE
Magnolia Bar Association
Mercy Housing and Human  
 Development
Mid South Delta LISC
Mission Mississippi
Mississippi Access to Justice  
 Commission
Mississippi AFL-CIO
Mississippi Association for Justice
Mississippi Baptist Convention Board

The Mississippi Bar
Mississippi Center for Education  
 Innovation
Mississippi Center for Legal Services
Mississippi Center for Nonprofits
Mississippi Coalition for Citizens 
 with Disabilities
Mississippi Coalition for the  
 Prevention of Schoolhouse  
 to Jailhouse
Mississippi Coalition of Vietnamese  
 Fisherfolk and Families
Mississippi Commission for 
 Volunteer Service
Mississippi Communities for 
 Public Education Reform
Mississippi Consumer Protection  
 Division, Office of the Attorney  
 General
Mississippi Credit Union Association
Mississippi Families as Allies for 
 Children’s Mental Health
Mississippi Head Start Association
Mississippi Health Advocacy Program
Mississippi Home Corporation
Mississippi Housing Partnership
Mississippi Human Services Coalition
Mississippi Immigrants’ Rights  
 Alliance
Mississippi Low-Income Child Care  
 Initiative
Mississippi Parent Training and 
 Information Center
Mississippi Primary Health  
 Association
Mississippi Religious Leadership  
 Conference
Mississippi State Department  
 of Health
Mississippi United to End  
 Homelessness
Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers  
 Project
Mississippi Youth Justice Project
NAACP, Biloxi Branch

NAACP, Gulfport Branch
NAACP, Mississippi State Conference
North Florida Center for Equal  
 Justice
North Gulfport Civic Club
North Gulfport Community Land Trust
North Mississippi Rural Legal  
 Services
Operation Shoestring
Parents for Public Schools—Jackson
The Pro Bono Project (New Orleans)
Public Policy Center of Mississippi
Rebuild Jackson County
Rethink MS
Sanderson Farms
Save our Schools Coalition
Self-Help
Soria City Civic Organization
South Delta Regional Housing  
 Authority
Southeast Louisiana Legal Services
Southern AIDS Coalition
Southern Echo
Southern HIV/AIDS Strategy Initiative
Southern Mississippi Planning and  
 Development District
Southern Poverty Law Center
Steps Coalition
Sunflower County Ministerial Alliance
Sunflower County School District
Sunflower County Youth Council
Sunflower County Parents and 
 Students Organization
Teach for America
The First Bank
Tougaloo College
Trustmark Bank
Turkey Creek Community Initiative
United Methodist Church State  
 Conference
United Pentecostal Church – 
 Mississippi District
University of Mississippi Medical  
 Center
Voice of Calvary Ministries
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We offer our deepest thanks to the many community organizations and 
advocacy groups who collaborate with us to strengthen our campaigns to 
advance racial and economic justice throughout Mississippi. We value every 
hour of support from each volunteer attorney, student and staff member 
at the law firms, corporate legal departments, law schools, colleges and 
universities who partner with us. Progress would not be possible without you.

We 2gether Creating Change 
West Tennessee Legal Services
William Winter Institute for 
 Racial Reconciliation
Women’s Foundation of Mississippi
Word and Worship Church
Working Together Jackson
Yazoo County Correctional Facility

NATIONAL PARTNERS
AARP Foundation Litigation
AFL-CIO
American Bar Association Center 
 for Pro Bono
American Bar Association Section 
 of Business Law
American Bar Association Section 
 of Litigation
Asian Americans for Change
Boat People SOS
Brennan Center
Center for Law and Social Policy
Center for Legal Aid Education/
 Shriver Center
Center for Responsible Lending
Center on Budget and Policy  
 Priorities
Children in the Vanguard
City Bar Justice Center
Community Benefits Law Center
Community Catalyst
Congressional Hunger Institute 
Emerson Fellows
Consumer Federation of America
Consumer Financial Protection Board
Corporation for National and 
 Community Service
Empire Justice Center
Equal Justice Works
FAST (Family and School Together)
Federal Deposit Insurance  
 Corporation
Georgetown Center for Children 
 and Families
Housing Works

Insight Center for Community 
 Economic Development
International Relief & Development
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 
 Under Law
Legal Services Corporation
Money Management International
NAACP Legal Defense and   
 Educational Fund, Inc.
National Alliance of Vietnamese 
 American Service Agencies
National Center for Law and 
 Economic Justice
National Consumer Law Center
National Economic Research   
 Associates, Inc.
National Employment Law Project
National Health Law Program
National Legal Aid & Defender  
 Association
National Low Income Housing  
 Coalition
National Partnership for Women 
 and Families
National Resources Defense Council
National Senior Citizens Law Center
National Women’s Law Center
Neighborworks
New York Lawyers for the  
 Public Interest
Opportunity Agenda
Oxfam America
Parents for Public Schools—National
People’s Institute
Pro Bono Net
Save the Children
Shriver Center
Vietnamese American Bar   
 Association of Northern California

LAW FIRMS AND CORPORATE 
LEGAL DEPARTMENTS
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Arnold Porter
 

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell 
 & Berkowitz, PC
Charles A. Becker, Jr., Attorney at Law
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
Brunini, Grantham, Grower &  
 Hewes, PLLC
Butler, Snow, O’Mara, Stevens and 
 Cannada PLLC
Byrd & Wiser
Elizabeth A. Citrin, P.C.
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Coxwell & Associates, PLLC
Dewey & LeBoeuf LLP
DLA Piper
Patricia A. Hahn, Esq.
Hollowell Law Office
Latham & Watkins LLP
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP
Patrick F. McAllister, Attorney at Law
McDuff & Byrd
Heather McTeer, Attorney at Law
Milbank , Washington, DC
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky 
 and Popeo, P.C.
Morrison & Foerster, LLP
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Patton Boggs LLP
Pigott & Johnson
Richard Law Firm
Pat Sheehan, Attorney at Law
Simmons & Simmons PLLC
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher  
 & Flom LLP 
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
Aelicia Thomas, Attorney at Law
Thandi Wade, Attorney at Law
Veneble, Washington, DC
Weil, Gotshal & Manges, LLP
Winston & Strawn LLP

LAW SCHOOLS, COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES
Boston University
Charlotte School of Law
Coahoma Community College

Delta State University Center for 
 Delta Culture and Learning
Drake University
Duke University School of Law
Emory University
Georgetown University
Harvard Law School
Holmes Community College
Jackson State University 
 Fannie Lou Hamer Institute
Louisiana State University
Millsaps College
Mississippi College School of Law
Mississippi Delta Community College
Mississippi State University
Mississippi State University 
 Extension Service
Northwestern University Law School
The Ohio State University  
 Kirwan Institute
University of Alabama
University of California,  
 Irvine School of Law
University of the District of Columbia, 
 David A. Clarke School of Law
University of Maryland Francis  
 King Carey  School of Law
University of Mississippi School  
 of Law
University of Pennsylvania
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Financial Support
$100,000 and up 
ACLU of Mississippi Foundation, Inc.
The Atlantic Philanthropies
BP Court Supervised Settlement
Elton John AIDS Foundation
The Ford Foundation
Mary Reynolds Babcock Foundation
Mississippi Foreclosure  
 Prevention Initiative
New Venture Fund
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
U.S. Department of Housing and  
 Urban Development
W.K. Kellogg Foundation

$50,000 to 99,999
AIDS United  
 Southern REACH Initiative 
E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter  
 Foundation
The Moriah Fund

$25,000 to 49,999
BankPlus
Equal Justice Works  
 AmeriCorps Legal Fellowship
Kazan McClain Partners’ Foundation
Barbara and David Lipman
Nissan North America, Inc.
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

$10,000 to 24,999
John Arango
Dr. Edward Bergmark
Butler Snow
Monica de la Torre and Herbert Allen
Quinn Delaney and Wayne Jordan
HORNE LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
The Lohengrin Foundation Inc.
Jack Londen
The Marjorie Kovler Fund/ 
 Judy and Peter Kovler
Dick Molpus
Roy Anderson Corp Contractors

Sanderson Farms
Sierra Club
Simon Family Charitable Fund

$5,000 to 9,999
AT&T
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell  
 & Berkowitz, PC
The Bench Trail Fund
Martha Bergmark and  
 Elliott Andalman
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
James B. Chanin
Stacy Ferraro
Renee and John Grisham
The Hazel Fund
Marian and Leonard Lansburgh
Rob McDuff
John N. Palmer
Public Employees for  
 Environmental Responsibility
Diane T. and Richard F. Scruggs
W.G. Yates & Sons  
 Construction Company

$2,500 to 4,999
Rita and Joel Cohen
Tanya George and Norman Rosenberg
Jones Walker LLP
Elizabeth Karan and Jonathan Hooks
Dorothea Leonhardt Fund–Spending  
 Policy Fund–Other of Communities 
 Foundation of Texas
Suzannah D. McGowan
Christina and Reilly Morse
Beth and Steve Orlansky
James Robertson
Mary Pat Ryan
Susan Schaffer and Michael P. Rogan
Rebecca Sive and  
 Steven Tomashefsky
United Way of the Capital Area, Inc.
University of the District of Columbia,  
 David A. Clarke School of Law
 

University of Mississippi  
 Medical Center
Vangela and Thandi Wade
Waltzer Wiygul & Garside Law Firm
Judith and Michael Wood

$1,000 to 2,499
Judy and David Aaronson
AARP Foundation
AFL-CIO Union Community Fund
AIDS Foundation of Chicago
Bonnie Allen
Andalman & Flynn, P.C.
Pamela and Fred L. Banks, Jr.
Debbie Bell and Neil White
Gerald H. Blessey
Jennifer and Walter H. Boone
Dr. John D. Bower
Brevard Family Foundation
Brown Family Charitable Fund  
 of the Community Foundation  
 of Greater Jackson
Stratton Bull
Carol Burnett and Jeremy Eisler
Center for Responsible Lending
David Chambers and John Crane
George Cochran and Reed Cochran
Louisa Dixon and Jerry Johnson
DLA Piper
Duvall Decker Architects, P.A.
Marian Wright and Peter Edelman
Joanne Edgar
Edgar-Healy Family Fund  
 of Triangle Community Foundation
Monica Galloway
Nancy and Spencer Gilbert
Grace House, Inc.
John Heyman
Beverly Wade Hogan
Matt Holleman
Hope Enterprise Corporation
Susan and Alan Houseman
Lisa and Lee Howell
Jerome Hyman
 

International Association of  
 Machinists & Aerospace Workers
Jackson State University  
 Development Foundation, Inc.
Janet and Luther Ott Charitable Fund 
 of the Community Foundation  
 of Greater Jackson
Elizabeth Jenkins-Joffe
John and Sheila McCullouch  
 Family Fund
Jules Bernstein-Linda Lipsett  
 Charitable Gift Fund
Mary Lynn and Nathan Kotz
Karen Lash and Martha Ertman
Charles Otis Lee
Liberty Bank and Trust
Judith and Elliott Lichtman
Jeanne B. Luckett and C.B. Carroll
Jillian Manus
Marcie and Robert Musser  
 Advised Fund  
 at Aspen Community Foundation
Paul McNeill
Henry Michel
Paul S. Minor
Mississippi College School of Law
Mike Moore
Ginnie and Luther Munford
Leslie Gaynor Murray and  
 Stephen Edds
Dr. Ann Myers and  
 Dr. George Schimmel
The Nararo Foundation
Shirley and David Orlansky
Lisa and Billy Percy
Joy Lambert Phillips
Barbara and Barry Powell
Wiley Charles Prewitt, Jr.
Sara and Bill Ray
Dr. Vonda Reeves-Darby
Lynn and Lawrence Ross
Claire King Sargent
Steven H. Schulman
Amitai Schwartz
Rita Sloan and David Gottlieb
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Southern Poverty Law Center
Alison Steiner and David Reynolds
Steps Coalition
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan, LLP
Suzan and J.H. Thames, Jr. Family  
 Charitable Fund of the Community  
 Foundation of Greater Jackson
Carol Taff
Treehouse Boutique
Laura and Jimmy Tucker
Olger C. Twyner, III
The Vernon E. Jordan, Jr. Family  
 Charitable Fund of the Ayco   
 Charitable Foundation
Sara Waldstein and Philip Dorman
Julia Weaver and Robert Wiygul
Rebecca and Mark Wiggs
Margaret and Auvergne Williams
Elise and William Winter
Leila Clark Wynn
Anonymous

$500 to 999
Amy and Michael Adelman
Alcorn State University
MaryLee and Frank Allen
Heidi Barnett
Susan D. Bennett
Dr. Walter and Helen Boone
Judith Breuggeman
Dan Brown
Nancy Duff Campbell and  
 Michael Trister
Catholic Diocese of Jackson
Charles L. Young, Sr. Foundation
Oscar Chase
Royce and Beau Cole
Margaret and Brett Cupples
George A. Davidson
Kathy Davis
Kimberly J. Duffy
Meg Finn and David Michener
Marc L. Fleischaker
John Fleming
Susanne W. Galtney

David Garr
Wendy Garrison and Richard Raspet
Ann Bowden Hollis
Tracey Hughes and David Stern
Linda Jacobson
John C. Jopling
Pamela S. Karlan
Mary E. Keegan and Gina G. Luke
Charles King/Teach for America
Catherine Klipple
Derry and Craig Koralek
Kenneth M. Kornheiser
Lawyers’ Committee  
 for Civil Rights Under Law
Dr. Wrenn Levenberg and  
 Dr. Aaron S. Andalman
Katharine and Richard Lorr
Mayo Mallette PLLC
Adam Murray
Denise and Bob Owens
Velma Parness
Linda and Michael Raff
Cynthia and William Reed
Iris Rothman and Shannon Ferguson
Robert Sheehan
Laura M. and Ronald Siena
Dr. Robert Smith
Kris Wernstedt
Judy and Josh Wiener
Kathryn Wiener
Mary Woodward

$250 to 499 
Ty Alper
Arguedas Cassman & Headley LLP
Nan Aron and Bernard Arons
Shirley and Jonathan Asher
Patsy and Josh Bogen
Ira Burnim and Elizabeth Samuels
Clarence W. Chapman
Victoria and David W. Clark
Community Catalyst
Rhonda C. Cooper
David A. Cruickshank
Polly Dement and John Mayer

Dukes, Dukes, Keating & Faneca, P.A.
La’Verne Edney
Loraine Gardner and Dan Dolgin
Robert C. Gilbert
Beverly Groudine
Shelley Hearne and Kathleen A. Welch
Sarah Hurt
Steven Kelban
Victor A. Kovner
Lawrence B. & Claire K. Morse Fund
Michael Lewis
Diane Martin and  
 Wardell Townsend, Jr.
Stephanie and Gordon A. Martin, Jr.
The Miller Firm, LLC
Stephanie and Steven Ney
Linda Perle and Neil Levy
Maria Ramirez and Jason Jurgens
Ratliff Family Charitable Fund
Amelie L. Ratliff
Glenn W. Rawdon
James L. Robertson
Dr. Robert and Joan Sadoff
Betsy and Joe Samuels
Michael Selmi
Sarah M. Singleton
Elise and Steve Smith
Gail Suchman
Philip Taff
Carol Tanski and Steve Golden
Tzedakah Charitable Fund  
 of the Community Foundation  
 of Greater Jackson
Jo-Ann Wallace
Judy Waxman and James D. Weill
Susan Waysdorf
Eleanor Weaver
Charles Weisselberg
Bonnie L. Wishne
Todd Zornik

Each contribution to the Mississippi Center for Justice is put to immediate use in support of our effort to provide 
legal services for the advancement of racial and economic justice. We are immensely grateful for the generous 
support of foundations, institutional contractors, law firms, corporations, and individual donors who make our 
work possible. Listed below are our 2015 donors of $250 and more. 
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Statement of Activities
for the years ended December 31, 2015 and 2014
 2015 2014
SUPPORT AND REVENUES
 Contributions .................................................................................................... $ 1,200,679 1,238,104
 In-kind Contributions .......................................................................................  420,377                      313,498 
 Grants .....................................................................................................................  1,352,912 2,608,536
 Interest and Dividends ....................................................................................    353  563 
 Miscellaneous .....................................................................................................  907 1,453            
 Contract Services .............................................................................................  15 1 ,699 244,945
TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES ..............................................................       3,126,927 4,407,099 
EXPENSES
 Program Services .............................................................................................  4,103,057 4,106,164
 Management and General .............................................................................  386,551  290,264
 Fundraising ...........................................................................................................  505,060 543,244 
TOTAL EXPENSES .................................................................................................  4,994,668 4,939,672
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS ..................................................................................  (1,867,741) (532,573)
RETURN OF GRANT FUNDS.............................................................................  (19,570) (16,635) 
INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS .................................................   (1,887,311) (549,208)
NET ASSETS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR.......................................................     2,974,1 3 1 3,523,339
NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR .................................................................... $ 1,086,820 2,974,1 3 1

Statement of Financial Position
for the years ended December 31, 2015 and 2014

ASSETS
 2015 2014
CURRENT ASSETS
 Cash ...................................................................................................................... $ 420,457 1,303,886
 Receivables ..........................................................................................................  472,810   1,627,186  
 Prepaid Expenses ..............................................................................................            20,242  37,810
             913,509 2,968,882 
PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT, net       376,656 431,003
OTHER ASSETS
 Deposits .................................................................................................................  9,272 9,272
                   1,299,437 3,409,157
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES
 Accounts Payable ..............................................................................................  23,948  1 7 7,878
 Accrued Expenses ............................................................................................  153,320 156,680
    Payroll Liabilities ................................................................................................  349 468
    Note payable, current ......................................................................................  35,000  -
          212,617                     335,026
LONG TERM LIABILITIES
 Notes Payable .....................................................................................................  -                     100,000
NET ASSETS
 Unrestricted ........................................................................................................  108,614 1,231,913
 Temporarily Restricted ...................................................................................  978,206 1,742,218
      1,086,820 2,974, 1 3 1 
  $ 1,299,437 3,409,157



Champions of Justice Honorees (2003-2015)
Henry J. Kirksey and Mike Moore, 2003
Rims Barber and Dr. Helen Barnes, 2004
Dr. L.C. Dorsey and Michael Raff, 2005
John M. McCullouch and Dr. Aaron Shirley, 2006
Reuben V. Anderson and Deborah Bell, 2007
Unita Blackwell and Dick Molpus, 2008
Wilbur O. Colom and John L. Maxey, II, 2009
Mercidees and Victor McTeer and Bill Ray, 2010
Robert B. McDuff and Constance Slaughter-Harvey, 2011
Myrlie Evers and William F. Winter, 2012
Fred L. Banks, Jr. and Joy Lambert Phillips, 2013
Oleta Garrett Fitzgerald and Bill Minor, 2014
Dan Jones and Natasha Trethewey, 2015

Board of Directors (As of October 2016)
La’Verne Edney, Jackson, MS, Chair
Walter H. Boone, Jackson, MS, Secretary/Treasurer
Roberta Avila, Biloxi, MS
Martha Bergmark, Washington, DC
Gerald Blessey, Biloxi, MS
Gordon D. Greenwood, Oakland, CA
Judith L. Lichtman, Washington, DC
David M. Lipman, Miami, FL
William A. Ray, Jackson, MS
Jeffrey T. Webster, Franklin, TN

Staff (As of October 2016)
Reilly Morse, President/CEO
Denise Antoine, Biloxi Office Manager & Student Coordinator
Martha Bergmark, Founder and Senior Counsel
Jessica Catchings, Staff Attorney, Consumer Protection
Cathy Costello, Jackson Office Manager
Lauren Welford Childers, Donor Relations Manager
Phylicia Cotten, Accountant
Jeremy Eisler, Senior Staff Attorney, Education
Monica Galloway, Operations Director
Yumekia Jones, Indianola Office Manager
John C. Jopling, Housing Law Director & Biloxi Managing Attorney
Charles O. Lee, Consumer Protection Director
Jacorius Liner, Sunflower County Systems Change Project Advocacy Coordinator
LaShay Melton, Foreclosure Paralegal
Kimberly Merchant, Education Director, Indianola Managing Attorney
Beth L. Orlansky, Advocacy Director
Melanie Powell, Program Manager, Sunflower Co. United for Children Collaborative
Alecia Reed-Owens, Staff Attorney, Health 
Linda Dixon Rigsby, Health Law Director
Norman Rosenberg, Senior Development Consultant
Theodora Rowan, Financial Manager
Kiara A. Taite, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Legal Fellow
Tanya Talley-Chorba, Paralegal
Dana Thomas, Communications Director
Olger C. Twyner, III, Development Director

Mississippi Center for Justice, 5 Old River Place, Suite 203, Jackson, MS 39202  
Jackson Office: 601.352.2269, Indianola Office: 662.887.6570, Biloxi Office: 228.435.7284
mscenterforjustice.org

Photography by Abe Draper, James Patterson, Rory Doyle, American Civil Liberties Union 
of Mississippi, and Mississippi Public Broadcasting.
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“Sometimes a series of cases that may seem small 

in themselves produces a big step forward. In 

other cases, we hope to send a signal to others 

about what justice should mean in our world. 

“And sometimes, it’s necessary for a Mississippi 

team to solve a Mississippi problem. The mission 

of the Mississippi Center for Justice is to provide 

a ‘homegrown’ capacity for justice and to ensure 

that the outcome is owned by Mississippians. In the 

past, legal groups have come into our state from 

all over the country to right wrongs in Mississippi. 

The core purpose of the Mississippi Center for 

Justice is to plant that capacity here and to direct 

that progress ourselves.”  

“When I hear the words ‘Mississippi Center for Justice,’ the first thing that comes to 
my mind is relief. I will forever appreciate the Mississippi Center for Justice to the 
highest for everything they did for me.”   – Mary Williams, MCJ client 
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Reilly Morse, President and Chief Executive Officer, 
Mississippi Center for Justice
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Mississippi Center for Justice is a nonprofit, public interest law firm 

committed to advancing racial and economic justice. Supported and 

staffed by attorneys and other professionals, the Center develops 

and pursues strategies to combat discrimination and poverty 

statewide. Mississippi Center for Justice was organized to address 

the urgent need to re-establish in-state advocacy on behalf of  

low-income people and communities of color.

Our Mission

5 Old River Place, Suite 203 (39202)   P.O. Box 1023, Jackson, MS 39215-1023   mscenterforjustice.org


