











IMAGINE MISsSISSIPPI where all residents recovering from a disaster receive prompt,
fair and adequate help in rebuilding their lives.

IMAGINE MISSISSIPPI Where legislative policy promotes equitable and affordable
housing for all communities, regardless of race or socioeconomic status.

IMAGINE MISSISSIPPI where predatory financing is outlawed and low-income
residents have access to fairly-priced financial services to meet their needs.

IMAGINE MISSISSIPPI where all children receive a quality education, are part
of a safe, constructive discipline system and stay in school to graduate.

IMAGINE MissIsSSIPPI where children, elderly and people with disabilities living in
poverty have healthcare coverage to meet their basic needs.

IMAGINE MiIssISSIPPI where neighborhood residents work with developers,
contractors, business owners and landlords to create vibrant, mixed-income communities

for everyone.

IMAGINE MISSISSIPPI where all citizens have equal access to our justice system
to resolve their legal problems.

IMAGINE MISSISSIPPI where lawyers and other advocates make a sustained
commitment to advancing racial and economic justice statewide.

IMAGINE MISSISSIPPI where poverty has been eradicated.

IMAGINE MISSISSIPPI...



hen most people think of Mississippi, they
think of grim poverty. Itis true that Mississippi falls
at, or near, the bottom of almost every measure of
well-being and progress. But for the Mississippi
Center for Justice, poverty is not a foregone con-
clusion. Across the state, the Center works on
behalf of resilient and tenacious people, men and
women who are struggling to build decent lives
for themselves and their families—often against
powerful odds.

The Mississippi Center for Justice was
founded in 2003 on the rather audacious belief
that social justice is possible, even in our state.
Today, we still hold to this belief. We are a home-
grown, community-focused, public interest law
firm. The work of our lean and effective staff
is multiplied many times via support from our
pro bono partners. Together, we have improved
the lives of thousands of Mississippians through
a range of strategies including public advocacy,
consensus building, direct client services, and
litigation.

To us, the concept of social justice is a sim-
ple one. It is grounded in American democracy.

It is embedded in the values of our nation’s
Constitution. But ensuring justice for all of our
citizens is neither simple nor clear cut. The
Mississippi Center for Justice is dedicated to
transforming economic and racial justice from
a vague concept to a practical reality. With your
generous support, we are making substantial
progress.
Though we are focused on building a brighter
future for all Mississippians, we are neither sur-
prised nor disillusioned that racism remains a fact
of everyday life. After all, we live in a state where
racism is, if you will, our confederate heritage. It
finds contemporary expression
e in our state’s rejection of tens of millions of
federal recovery dollars that should provide
unemployment benefits in a state where un-
employment in several counties exceeds 20
percent.

® in bureaucratic impediments that keep tens
of thousands of eligible children off the
Medicaid roles.

® in predatory payday lending, with a Missis-
sippi version that is the most pericious and
pervasive in the nation.

¢ in Katrina recovery policies that categorically
excluded victims whose homes were literally
“across the tracks.” We are still working to-
ward relief for some 5,000 of these house-
holds whose homes remain unrepaired to
this day.

Even as we mark the fifth anniversary of
Hurricane Katrina—the nation’s worst natural
disaster—a new disaster is unfolding, one that
threatens the livelihoods and economic security
of the communities still struggling to recover. In
the immediate aftermath of the oil disaster that
occurred April 20, 2010, the Center began con-
vening legal advocates from across the Gulf to
ensure that our resources could be pooled and
that the needs of the most vulnerable communities

were addressed. We began providing direct legal
assistance to protect the rights of fishermen
who wanted to work in the clean-up efforts. We
met directly with Kenneth Feinberg, who was
appointed by the Obama administration to lead
the recovery claims process. We worked with
pro bono attorneys and other advocacy groups to
ensure that materials were properly translated for
the Vietnamese American community. As with all
of our campaigns and disaster recovery efforts,
we are procuring resources that will allow us to
fulfill our promise of providing legal advocacy to
these communities.

We are able to sustain this work because
foundations, corporate legal departments, indi-
viduals and the legal community provide both
financial and pro bono support. In fact, in 2009,
attorneys and students gave more than 18,000
hours of pro bono support. That is equivalent to
nearly nine full-time attorneys. For this, we are
immensely grateful.

The challenges before us are formidable.
Overcoming those challenges will require the
sophisticated application of a range of advocacy
strategies: public education, litigation, media and
policy advocacy, community empowerment and
when necessary, lawsuits. It will require that we
contend with new challenges—most recently
exemplified by the environmental calamity in the
Gulf—and leverage resources to address genera-
tional gaps in race and economic status.

At the Mississippi Center for Justice, we
attack the policies that systematically keep
Mississippi at the bottom of every national mea-
sure of human and societal well-being. We are
committed to ensuring racial and economic jus-
tice for every Mississippian. It is in our national
interest, and it is our moral imperative that this
legacy be eradicated. With your support, we can
do just that.









he South Delta Regional Housing Authority is
a public housing entity that manages low-income
housing units in five counties in the Mississippi
Delta.

The units are pre-fabricated homes, originally
built in the 1970s. The idea was to rent to own for
low-income families. But few tenants were able
to take advantage of this option to buy. And now,
the housing has been so badly maintained that
nobody would want to own it, even if they could
afford it.

Even so, in June 2009, South Delta issued
notices that would more than double the rent,
across the board, without regard for income.

Mary Welth is a home health care aide who
moved into her small home in 1986. She, like all
the other South Delta tenants, has a month-to-
month lease. Her home is well cared for—by her.
She had to pay for her own appliances, for repair
of her own plumbing, for painting. The foundation
in her home is cracking. When she calls for main-
tenance, she is put on hold. If she gets through
and leaves a message, no one calls back. She
once took two days off from work waiting for
scheduled repairs, but no one arrived.

Throughout the complex, tenants report leaky
roofs, rotten eaves, cracked floors and shifting
foundations. In one home, the front screen door

was knocked off by a storm. South Delta never
showed up to fix it, but they did send the family a
bill for a new door.

Another home is occupied by a man and his
father, who is in a wheelchair. There is no ramp
and the home is not wheelchair accessible. They
received a rent increase notice as well.

Concerned residents contacted the Mississippi
Center for Justice, and we began investigating
the situation, talking with residents, and, along
with local pro bono counsel, ultimately filed suit to
keep the rent increases from being implemented.

Ms. Welth likes her neighborhood, as do most
South Delta tenants. Ms. Welth says she can
afford a small increase, but more than doubling
the rent is untenable. She also knows that there
are many who cannot afford an increase at all.

The tenants want South Delta to do their part
as a landlord, to keep the homes and grounds in
good shape, to respond quickly to maintenance
requests with specific dates and times for quality
repairs, and charge a fair rent based on income.

The Mississippi Center for Justice agrees.
The lawsuit seeks to ensure that landlords like
South Delta will meet their statutory obligation to
provide “decent, safe and sanitary housing to per-
sons of low income.” When it comes to housing,
that's the bottom line of social justice.
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hen it comes to public education, keeping
a child in school until high school graduation is a
goal all too rarely met in Mississippi.

Mississippi has one of the highest dropout
rates in the country, a reflection of inadequate
spending for high-quality public schools, as well
as a “no tolerance” disciplinary system with a one-
size-fits-all response to any kind of disruption:
automatic suspension or expulsion for all involved,
regardless of the circumstances.

Parents rarely demand anything else. They
do not know they can.

The Mississippi Center for Justice is part of
a statewide organizing project aimed at helping
parents stand up for their children in school and
making sure students stay in school.

First on the agenda is helping parents under-
stand the system. In most Mississippi public
schools, there are two hearings when a student
gets into trouble: a disciplinary hearing at the
school level and a school board hearing for a final
decision. For students, a suspension means they
lose time and are not allowed to make up the
work they missed. If they are expelled, they could
lose the better part of a year.

Eunice Dawkins knows just how close her son
Anthony came to becoming a statistic. Anthony
was a senior at Hattiesburg High School. He was
an A and B student and was on the honor roll. He
played on the baseball team.

Anthony had never been in trouble, but just
two months before his 2009 graduation, he was

on the scene when a fight broke out. All of the stu-
dents who were present were taken to the office
and then to the police station for interrogation.

After three hours, the police let Anthony go.
But the no tolerance policy meant he was sus-
pended for more than nine days. Ms. Dawkins
consulted with the Mississippi Center for Justice
and appealed the decision of the disciplinary
hearing.

At the school board hearing, officials inter-
viewed Anthony, looked at his record and his
positive discipline history. He was allowed back in
school. The other students did not appeal, and at
least one was expelled.

For Anthony, the days he was suspended set
him back and reduced his grade point average.
But he got his diploma and is now attending com-
munity college. He wants to be a brick mason.
When asked what advice he would give other stu-
dents, he says simply: “Stay out of trouble. Stay
away from crowds.”

His mother has something else to add. She
wants parents to educate themselves about their
rights. She says: ‘I didn’t know about parents’
rights. But now I'm doing training so we can let
other parents know what they can do. | just want
all the parents to go to the PTA meetings and
make sure they stand up for their children.”

The Center continues to provide outreach
and education to help parents find better solu-
tions for their children, and represents students
directly when needed.









ffordable housing remains the greatest
gap in hurricane recovery. The Mississippi Center
for Justice has battled FEMA to stop them from
taking money back from deserving families and
pushed the governor to ensure that low-income
renters are included in the recovery effort. The
cottage project was truly a race against time.

The “Mississippi cottage” is an attractive
modular home, built with first-rate materials.
It can be elevated up to 10 feet and withstand
150-mile-per-hour winds.

The Mississippi Emergency Management
Agency started delivering cottages in June 2007.
In less than a year, MEMA placed about 2,800
cottages across the Coast, housing more than
8,000 people.

Residents found the cottages more attractive,
more comfortable and more stable than FEMA
trailers. Most importantly, cottages offered afford-
able, permanent housing for those who needed
them, and a much safer alternative to FEMA trail-
ers for those who needed more time to rebuild.

Yet local governments tried to prevent the
cottages from staying. Even residents who were
rebuilding received notices of eviction from the
cottages.

Cheryl and Davis Kring, a military family on
active duty, live in Waveland, Mississippi, a com-
munity located at ground zero of the storm’s
impact. It is a place where, even five years after
the storm, empty lots still outnumber houses.

Following the storm, the Krings lived in a

EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES
TO FIGHT DISCRIMINATORY ZONING

FEMA trailer park. Davis was deployed for military
service in Kuwait, and Cheryl continued to follow
recovery leads at home. Turned down for SBA
loans and grants, Cheryl began to lose hope. She
suffered a stroke because of the stress. When
she learned about the cottage program, her one
question was about ownership. Getting assurance
that the cottage would be available for purchase
and could be placed on her land, she signed up
and began to settle in.

When Davis returned from a year of military
service, he was excited about the cottage. But
soon, the Krings found themselves awash in dis-
criminatory local ordinances seeking to ban the
cottages as permanent housing. Local officials
sought to classify the cottages as mobile homes
and restrict them to zoning in mobile home
parks.

‘| have lived here my whole life, and yet | was
being pushed out,” Cheryl said. “We tried to fol-
low the rules and get direct answers about the
opposition to the cottages, but we felt so lost in
the system.”

The Krings knew they needed an attorney,
but could not afford one. When attorneys from
the Mississippi Center for Justice attended a city

council meeting, the Krings found a renewed
sense of hope.

The Center held community clinics, conducted
housing surveys, researched cottage building
codes, and examined local ordinances. Advocacy
efforts paid off, and ordinances were eased in
Biloxi, Gulfport, and unincorporated Hancock
County. But Waveland refused to budge. So,
along with pro bono counsel, the Center filed suit
in Waveland and ultimately reached a settlement
agreement that allowed the cottages to stay.

In September 2009, the Krings became the
first family in Waveland to permanently place their
cottage on an elevated foundation. While many
other local battles over cottages remain, this end-
ing fulfills Cheryl’s vow when she said, “This is
home. The cottage is home. We'll be here no
matter what.”

The Krings are now active in a community-
based cottage coalition that is working with the
Mississippi Center for Justice to fight discrimi-
natory ordinances along the Gulf Coast and
arbitrary policies from MEMA that are keeping
residents from using cottages to their full hous-
ing potential.



The dog pen where Herman Rieux lived until he finally got a FEMA trailer.

ursuing equity in the recovery effort includes
holding Mississippi accountable for providing
access to recovery resources for all Mississippians
who call the Gulf Coast home. That access,
however, has been denied to far too many resi-
dents, particularly those who suffered only wind
damage, not flood damage, from a storm whose
mighty winds and flood surges wreaked havoc in
equal measure.

Nearly five years after Hurricane Katrina,
more than 5,000 households are still in need of
assistance, and the line—literally a railroad track
—that defines who received help and who was
denied access raises serious questions about
racial and economic justice. For instance, when
Katrina's tidal surge swept in, the Chamberlains,
a white family, waded out of their Gulfport home
and escaped across the CSX railroad into pre-
dominantly African American Soria City. They took
shelter with Irene Walker, an African American
woman on the other side of the tracks, until the
storm blew over. Katrina's flood surge damaged
the Chamberlains’ home, and they received a
homeowner’s grant to assist with repairs. The
woman who sheltered them, and who herself had
extensive wind damage, was excluded from pub-
lic disaster grant assistance to repair or rebuild
her own home.

The Center continues its efforts to hold the
State of Mississippi and the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development, as well as
local municipalities, accountable for ensuring a

FIVE YEARS
IS LONG ENOUGH

recovery that provides opportunity to all residents

who need help. The Center is using a combina-

tion of media advocacy, litigation and policy advo-
cacy to bring about change. A lawsuit on behalf
of the Mississippi State Conference NAACP, Gulf

Coast Fair Housing Center and numerous individ-

ual clients is pending. The lawsuit challenges the

diversion of nearly $600 million from affordable
housing recovery money to a pre-Katrina plan to
expand the State Port at Gulfport.

In testimony before six U.S. Congressional
committees, the Center has highlighted barriers
to recovery and offered solutions. Specifically, the
Center calls for:
® Redirecting and restoring enough housing

funds to cover the cost of the remaining
unmet housing needs using a combination
of CDBG and other resources to close the
recovery gaps.

e Eliminating discriminatory zoning treatment
of cottages, and requiring local govern-
ments to recognize state law classification
of Mississippi cottages as modular homes.

e Accelerating the expenditure of remaining
recovery funds for small rental, long-term
workforce, cottage and public housing
programs.









ith the highest poverty rate in the nation,
it's no wonder that places offering quick cash
prey upon Mississippi’s citizens. Check cashers,
car title loan companies, pawn shops, payday
advance operators and their ilk line the streets in
our poorest communities. They say they offer a
product that consumers need. At the Mississippi
Center for Justice, we feel quite differently.

Imagine this: you are a police officer or a
school teacher. Maybe you are a single mom. You
work hard to support your family and give your
kids what they need to thrive, but money is tight.
Your car, which has been running on its last leg
for months, finally dies. And the mortgage is due.
You need help.

Each day on the way to work, you pass signs
along the highway that say—"Need Cash Fast?”
“Quick Advance Here.” “Pay Day Loans.” You
stop in at one of these storefronts, and within 15
minutes—no questions, no credit check—you
walk out with $400.

You have the emergency cash you needed,
but in the process, you have borrowed yourself a
heap of trouble. If you cannot pay off that $400
loan in 14 days, you will find yourself in a vicious
cycle—taking out loan after loan, each one to pay
off the one before, each one racking up fees that
can amount to nearly 600 percent interest.

BREAKING THE GRIP

OF PREDATORY LENDING

That's why we call this predatory lending.
That's why we're actively pursuing local and
statewide policies to regulate these types of busi-
ness and working with reputable lending institu-
tions and advocacy partners to offer alternative
loan products and financial education.

Wilhelmina McCullough knows the cycle all
too well. Faced with finding only part-time work,
Wilhelmina took out a payday loan to pay for
essentials—utilities and food—and soon found
herself trapped in debt. When she could not
afford to pay off the entire loan, she was threat-
ened with criminal charges. She is now working
with a community bank to pay off the loans and
build a savings account. She cautions, ‘| want to
tell everyone to stay away from payday loans. If |
knew then what | know now, | would never have
taken out the first one.”

During October 2009, the Mississippi Center
for Justice won a huge victory in our efforts to
curb predatory lending. Based on the advice of
advocates from the Center, the Jackson City

Council unanimously supported a moratorium on
additional check cashers, title loan stores, payday
lenders and pawn shops. The moratorium gives
the City Council more time to study the issue and
craft more permanent measures, which they are
now exploring.

Because Jackson is home to one of the high-
est concentrations of check cashing companies in
the nation, seeking a moratorium here was a logi-
cal step for the Center. Municipalities surrounding
Jackson, including Ridgeland, Canton and oth-
ers, have also instituted moratoriums. Numerous
other cities have passed resolutions in support of
reform.

The Center is working with national partners
Center for Responsible Lending and National
Consumer Law Center, as well local partners who
participate in the Mississippians for Fair Lending
coalition, to seek a statewide policy solution that
seeks an interest rate cap of 36 percent, the
same rate cap that the federal government insti-
tuted for members of military families.



he economic downturn of 2009 hit every-
one hard, particularly those who were already
on shaky ground. News of home foreclosures
dominated the headlines, and in Mississippi, the
pending disaster loomed large. Mississippi leads
the nation in mortgage delinquencies, a crisis that
is estimated to cause a $647,000,000 loss in
wealth across the state during a two-year period.

Recognizing the need for legal assistance for
families facing foreclosure, the Mississippi Bar
issued a call to lawyers across the state, and doz-
ens stepped up to receive referrals of cases from
the Mississippi Center for Justice.

The Center also added an Equal Justice
Works AmeriCorps Fellow to lead our foreclo-
sure prevention efforts. Further, while the effects
of the 2010 oil disaster on the coastal economy
have not yet been fully realized, foreclosures were
already on the rise throughout the Mississippi Gulf
Coast. CNN Money estimates that, during the
next year, the Gulf Coast will see a 140 percent
increase in foreclosures. Much of the increase
is due to the maturity of loans taken out post-
Katrina—loans that are now due but that families
cannot afford to pay.

The root causes of foreclosures are many.
Job loss is certainly one. Often times, medical
debt, predatory lenders and unscrupulous con-
tractors play a role.

For example, the R’s are an elderly couple
in their late 60’s. They are on a fixed income.
Representatives from a loan company offered
them money for home repairs. The R’s declined—
repeatedly. When loan representatives paid a visit
to the R’s shortly after Mr. R had major surgery,

HELPING HOMEOWNERS

the couple gave in and accepted a loan. While
heavily medicated, Mr. R signed for the loan, and
Mrs. R followed his lead. Contractors began the
work, but left the house in disarray.

With medical bills piling up, the R’s found
themselves deeply in debt, falling further behind
on their mortgage payments and in a home with
incomplete and subpar repairs. The loan company
made threats to foreclose. They even harassed
family members, including Mrs. R’s 93-year-old
mother, for payments.

The R’s contacted the Mississippi Center for
Justice. The Center reviewed the loan documents
and found several inconsistencies. We sent a let-
ter to the lender advising them to cease their col-
lection tactics because they were in violation of the
Fair Debt Collection Practices Act and violating
the R'’s privacy rights. We also engaged the Better
Business Bureau, the Federal Trade Commission
and the Mississippi Attorney General's Office-
Consumer Protection Division. As a result, the
Federal Trade Commission has opened a case
against the contractor and the Attorney General’s
Office is investigating. Local credit counselors are
working with the R’s to assist them with getting
their finances under control. The R's now have a
fair loan with reasonable repayment terms, and
a predatory lending company is facing possible
sanctions.









ustaining progress in the social justice
movement requires a commitment to cultivating
the talents and interests of today’s law students.
Introducing young legal minds to the barriers and
long-term consequences created by poverty and
discrimination provides an opportunity to engage
them in solutions that can improve the quality
of life for Mississippians, and demonstrate the
potential for progress to the rest of the nation.

Since Hurricane Katrina, law students from
across the country have poured into Mississippi
to provide key research, legal writing and project
assistance for the recovery efforts. Their involve-
ment has also demonstrated how valuable stu-
dent work can be in other areas of social justice
work, including access to healthcare, access to
affordable child care, community development,
fair lending reform and more. The Center now
welcomes students on a regular basis to each of
our offices, and has put student talent to work in
helping us explore opportunities for expanding our
services to the Mississippi Delta.

Law students from University of Maryland
School of Law are just one example. Since early
2006, Maryland student groups have spent
winter, spring and summer breaks working with
the Mississippi Center for Justice on civil legal
matters, including the FEMA grant assistance
program. In 2009, several health law students
and Virginia Rowthorn, managing director of
the Law & Health Care Program, approached
the Center about creating a trip that focused on
health law. The Center tasked the Law & Health
Care Program students to prepare a preliminary
report about hospital charity care and debt col-
lection practices.

Prior to their trip to Mississippi, they prepared
a report about hospital charity care policies and
debt collection practices. During the trip, the stu-
dents met with key stakeholders in Jackson and
throughout the Mississippi Delta and presented
a summary of the data collected from surveying
residents in the Delta region. The project provided
the Center with valuable data and information to
use in its public awareness efforts and left the
students with a great sense of accomplishment.

Students from the University of North
Carolina School of Law also assisted with surveys
and data collection that not only enhances our
work, but benefits the students as well.

“| knew the trip would be life-changing for
these law students. It is not possible to go on a trip
like this and not be moved by all you see and the
people you meet. When do law students get the
chance to do that?,” said Sylvia Novinsky, assistant
dean of public service programs at UNC School of
Law. “They met true civil rights lawyers who are
in the trenches every day, they got to experience
their education and they grew as people.”

Surveying communities throughout the
Gulf Coast, Greater Jackson area and in the
Mississippi Delta provides keen insight into the
needs, resources and challenges that residents
face in these areas. The results of the surveys
help the Center craft strategies to enhance exist-
ing social justice campaigns and develop new
focus areas for tackling discrimination across the
state. Introducing students to the unique aspects
of public interest law provides a hands-on experi-
ence that we hope will shape their careers in ways
that lead them to work in service of justice for all.



PARTNERS

We offer heartfelt thanks to the many community organizations and advocacy groups who collaborate with us to strengthen the
social justice movement throughout Mississippi. We thank the state, regional and national organizations who give generously of
their time and talent to support our commitment to providing legal assistance and advocating for policy change across our state.
We also express our gratitude to the individual attorneys, law firms, college and university staff and students who volunteer their

time and talents.
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Liberty Bank

Living Independence for Everyone

Louisiana Appleseed

Louisiana Civil Justice Center

Louisiana Justice Institute

Louisiana State Bar Association Access
to Justice Program
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NAACP, Mississippi State Conference
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North Mississippi Rural Legal Services
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Parents for Public Schools—Jackson
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Rebuild Jackson County
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Self-Help
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Southeast Louisiana Legal Services
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Southern Poverty Law Center

Steps Coalition
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Women's Fund of Mississippi
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Center for Legal Aid Education
Center for Responsible Lending
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Child Care Law Center
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Fund, Inc.

National Alliance of Vietnamese American
Service Agencies
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Kalom Law Firm PLLC

Kaye Scholer LLP

Kilpatrick Stockton LLP
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LLake Tindall, LLC

Latham & Watkins LLP

Logan & Purvis, PLLC
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Robert B. McDuff, Attorney at Law

McGlinchey Stafford PLLC

Miller, Fowlkes, and Barber, PLLC
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and Popeo, P.C.
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Morris & Associates

Morrison & Foerster, LLP

Nixon Peabody LLP

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Page, Mannino, Peresich & McDermott, PLLC
Patton Boggs

Phelps Dunbar LLP

Pigott Reeves Johnson, Attorneys at Law
Pike & Gillis LLC

Woodrow W. Pringle, Ill, Attorney at Law
Pringle & Roemer, PLLC

Thomas A. Pritchard, Attorney at Law
Andrew Schimmel, Attorney at Law
Seth Shannon, Attorney at Law
Shearman & Sterling LLP

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Lauren Sonnier, Attorney at Law
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP

Van Ness Feldman

Vaughn, Bowden and Wooten, PA
Venable LLP

The Walsh Law Firm, PLLC

Watkins & Eager PLLC

Watkins Ludlam Winter & Stennis, P.A.
Weil, Gotshal & Manges, LLP

Herbert W. Wilson, Attorney at Law
Winston Strawn LLP

Wise Carter Child & Caraway, P.A.

Mary Wyckoff, Attorney at Law
YoungWilliams P.A.

Zuckerman Spaeder, LLP

Law Schools, Colleges and Universities
Albany Law School

American University, Washington College of Law
Azusa Pacific University

Brigham Young University Law School

The Catholic University of America,
Columbus School of Law
Charlotte School of Law
Duke University School of Law
The George Washington University Law School
Hinds Community College
Howard University
Jackson State University
Millsaps College
Mississippi College School of Law
New York University Wagner School
of Public Service
North Carolina Central University School of Law
Northeastern University School of Law
Northwestern University Law School
Regent University School of Law
Spelman College
Touro College Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center
The University of Alabama School of Law
University of Arkansas at Little Rock William H.
Bowen School of Law
University of Chicago School of Law
University of Kentucky School of Law
University of Maryland School of Law
University of Miami School of Law
University of Michigan Law School
University of Mississippi School of Law
University of North Carolina School of Law
University of Southern Mississippi
University of Texas School of Law
University of Wisconsin Law School

PREVENTION

When the foreclosure crisis hit home in
late 2008, attorneys from Mississippi
and beyond responded to a call for pro
bono assistance to help. We are grate-
ful to the attorneys who accepted our
referrals of foreclosure cases and con-
tinue to work with us on this project.

Thomas B. Alexander
Clinton Ashley Atkinson
Charles A. Becker, Jr.
James A. Bobo
Vanessa Carroll
Elizabeth Citrin
Frederick B. Clark
Monica Clay
Franklin Harrison
Coxwell, IlI
H. Fariss Crisler, Il
Amery Ewing
Christopher Fitzgerald
E. Louis Fondren, Jr.
Louis Patrick Frascogna
A. E. Harlow, Jr.
Desiree Hensley
Diandra Artesia Hosey
Rivers Humber
Samuel Jones
Eve Joy
Jonathan Kagan
Nancy Kossman
Bernetta Garrett-
Levison
David L. Lord

Patrick F. McAllister
Grady L. McCool, IIl
Robert B. McDuff
Donald A. McGraw
Lisa Meggs
David Wayne Milner
John D. Moore
Powell G. Ogletree
Roy Parker, Jr.
Thomas C. Pritchard
Al Shiyou
Cynthia Singletary
Emest W. Stewart
Fran Strayham
Harry Hall Sumner
Toni Terrett
Philip W. Thomas
Amanda P.Traxler
Samuel Tucker
Thandi Wade
Robert Chapman
Williamson
Andrew Ross Wilson



SUPPORT

Each contribution to the Mississippi Center for Justice is put to immediate use in support of
our home-grown capacity to provide legal support for the advancement of racial and economic
justice. We are immensely grateful for the generous support of foundations, institutional con-
tractors, law firms, corporations and individual donors who make our work possible.

$100,000 and up

Equal Justice Works

The Ford Foundation

Mary Reynolds Babcock Foundation
Public Welfare Foundation

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

$50,000 to 99,999

Community Catalyst

Enterprise Corporation of the Delta

The Audrey Irmas Foundation for Social Justice
Barbara and David Lipman

Mississippi Bar Foundation

Mississippi Low-Income Child Care Initiative
Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project

Oxfam America

University of Maryland School of Law

$25,000 to 49,999

AARP Foundation

David Boies, Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP
DLA Piper Foundation

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Anonymous

$10,000 to 24,999

Dr. Frank Baron

Dr. Edward Bergmark
Patricia M. Cloherty

Stacy Ferraro

First Focus

Alex Forger and Fern Schair
Sylvia and Irving Genet
Jane Hicks

Latham & Watkins LLP
Jack Londen

Hal Malchow and Astrid Weigert
Pfizer Inc

George Riley

Sanderson Farms

Don B. Verrilli, Jr.

W. E. Walker Foundation

$5,000 to 9,999

AlG

Lucy and Peter Ascoli

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
Citigroup

Quinn Delaney and Wayne Jordan
John Grisham

Irene and Earle Jones

David McClain and Merilyn Wong
OraSure Technologies, Inc.
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Janet and Luther Ott

The Collis Warner Foundation

$2,500 to 4,999

Atiba Adams

American Federation of Government Employees

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell &
Berkowitz, PC

Martha Bergmark and Elliott Andalman

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mississippi

Communications Workers of America

James W. Craig

Forman Perry Watkins Krutz & Tardy LLP

Gilbert LLP

Francine and Bill Luckett

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

Benetta Mansfield and Kalman Resnick

Maxey Wann, PLLC

Melody and John Maxey

Robert B. McDuff

Mississippi Health Care Association

Sally and Dick Molpus

Bob Owens

Steps Coallition

The Treehouse Boutique

United Food and Commercial Workers
International Union

University of Mississippi Medical Center

Allen P. Waxman

Wise Carter Child & Caraway, PA.

$1,000 to 2,499

Denise Abrams and David Harrington

AFL-CIO Union Community Fund

Lauren and Charles Alexander

Bonnie Allen

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity

Sarah Jane and Alex Alston

American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees

American Federation of Teachers

American Income Life

Andalman & Flynn, P.C.

Phyllis and Reuben Anderson

Robert G. Anderson

Elizabeth A. Arledge

AT&T

BancorpSouth

BankPlus

Pamela and Fred L. Banks, Jr.

Jim Barksdale

William R. Barnett

Deborah Bell and Neil White

Blair & Bondurant, P. A.

Walter H. Boone

Dr. John and Edna Bower

Laura and John Robin Bradley

The Shepard Broad Foundation, Inc.

Sue Brown

Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes, PLLC

Butler, Snow, O’'Mara, Stevens &
Cannada, PLLC

Isaac K. Byrd, Jr.

Elizabeth Unger Carlyle

Beth C. Clay

George Cochran

Reed Cochran

Rod Colom and Taj Colom

Corlew Munford & Smith PLLC

Kathy and Sid Davis

Janet and Jess Dickinson

Linder and Dennis Erby

Barbara and David Ferraro

Meg Finn and David Michener

Katherine Franke

Aviva Futorian

Leonard Genet and Dale Goodman

Debra and Robert Gibbs

Kay and David Grishman

Peter R. Haje

The Phil Hardin Foundation

Hawkins, Stracener & Gibson, PLLC

John Heyman

Jonathan Hooks

Insight Center for Community Economic
Development

International Association of Machinists
& Aerospace Workers

International Union of Painters and Allied Trades

Bettie Ruth Johnson

Jerry Johnson and Louisa Dixon

John C. Jopling

Katherine S. Kerby

Kirkland & Ellis Foundation

Derry and Craig Koralek

Mary Lynn and Nathan Kotz

The Marjorie Kovler Fund/Judy and Peter Kovler

Pattie and Harland Landy

Karen Lash and Martha Ertman

Melvyn R. Leventhal

Judith and Elliott Lichtman

Katherine and Richard Lorr

Dr. Frances Lucas

Lutheran Episcopal Services in Mississippi

Dianna Lyons

Magnolia Bar Association

Ellen B. Malcolm

Margo Helen McLoughlin

MINACT

Mintz Levin Cohn Ferris Glovsky and Popeo PC

Mockbee Hall & Drake, P.A.

Monique and Tony Montgomery

Julie and Alan Moore

The Moriah Fund

Ginnie and Luther Munford



Dr. Ann Myers and Dr. George Schimmel
Beth and Steve Orlansky

James W. Parkinson

Aubrey Patterson

Lisa and Billy Percy

Phelps Dunbar, LLP

Ruth and Stephen J. Pollak

Wiley Charles Prewitt, Jr.

Jimmy Robertson

Michael P. Rogan

Norman Rosenberg and Tanya George
Claire and Henry Sargent

Karen Sarjeant

Brent Saunders

Charlotte Sheedy

David Stern and Tracey Hughes
Stevens & Ward, Attorneys at Law
Adam Strochak

Eugenia Summer

Ellis Turnage

Debra and Robert Tyler

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Dianne M. and Paul E. Veal

Mark Wann

Warren and Rhoda Byler Yoder
Kathleen Welch and Shelley Hearne

$500 to 999

Adams and Reese LLP

John Arango

Barbara Bezdek

Katherine Borsecnik and Gene Weil
Nancy and Roy Campbell

W. Hodding Carter, lll, and Patricia M. Derian
Children’s Defense Fund

Consumer Federation of America
Cuneo, Gilbert & LaDuca LLP
Margaret and Brett Cupples
Elisabeth Curtz and Richard Coppola
John Davies

Jack F. Dunbar

James Pendell Gallenbeck

Shari and Lewis Garrison

Thomas A. Gottschalk

Tim Gray

Jerome C. Hafter

Sidney Hollander and Kay Berkson
Susan and Alan Houseman

Elizabeth and Mark Hurley

Gina Jacobs

Sara E. Johnson

Edley H. Jones

Kensington Publishing Corp.

Kim Koopersmith

Rachel S. Kronowitz and Mark A. Lewis
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
Liberty Bank and Trust

Marjorie Press Lindblom

Susan Liss

Mimi Mager

Will Manuel

Kate Margolis

Alice Anne Martineau and Olivia Bartlett
Justin L. Matheny

Nina McLemore and Donald Baker
Rudy V. Mirandona, Jr.

Mississippi One-Call System, Inc.
Mississippi Religious Leadership Conference
Eason Mitchell

Mike Moore Law Firm

National Legal Aid & Defender Association
NLADA Insurance Program

Julia O'Neal

Linda Perle and Neil Levy

Margaret and Brad Pigott

Linda and Michael Raff

Richard Raspet

Danny Reed

Dr. Reginald and Linda Rigsby

Bruce Robbins and Elizabeth Oboler
Paheadra and Michael Robinson
Leonard Simon

Rebecca Sive and C. Steven Tomashefsky
Sarah Posey Smith

Alison Steiner and David Reynolds

The Sturdevant Law Firm

Beth Taylor

Michael Trister and Nancy Duff Campbell
Olger C. Twyner, lll

Renee and Mark Utley

Jo-Ann Wallace

Watkins Ludlam Winter & Stennis, P.A.

$250 to 499

Nan Aron and Bernard Arons
Shirley and Jonathan Asher
Bobby Bailess

Marian and Claiborne Barksdale
Dr. Helen Barnes

Ross F. Bass

Susan Bennett and John Eidleman
John S. Bounds

Ira Burnim and Elizabeth Samuels
David Chambers and John Crane
Brad Chism

David W. Clark

Barbara and Fred Cooper
Marian and Peter Edelman

Resa and David Eppler

John Fleming

Marnie and Peter Frost

David Garr

Bristow Hardin and Laurie Mazur
George D. Hembree lIl

Evelyn and Titus Hughes

Sandra and Peyton Irby

Pamela S. Karlan

Victor A. Kovner

David Maron

Mayo Mallette PLLC

Meredith McBurney

Anne and Robert McElvaine
Jeanne M. Middleton-Hairston
Anita S. Miller and Mike Lang
David W. Mockbee

Kathleen Shields O'Beirne

Powell G. Ogletree

Shirley and David Orlansky
Lawrence Ottinger and Cinthia Schuman
Bill Painter

Carol and George Penick

David Pharr

Linda and Mark Posner

Glenn W. Rawdon

Lora and Carlton Reeves

Iris Rothman and Shannon Ferguson
Richard A. Rothschild

Catherine Samuels and Jeremy Henderson
Alex N. Sill Company

Dr. Ralph Silver

Brad Smith

Southern Poverty Law Center

Mary Ann Stein

Stephen L. Thomas

J. Carter Thompson

Barbara Uhler

Gretel and Leo Weiss

Margaret Williams

Gloria and Edward A. Williamson
Lonzell Yates



STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

for the year ended December 31, 2009 (with comparable totals for 2008)

2009 2008
Support and Revenues
CONABULIONS 1..vviiicce e $ 527,917 414,896
IN-KiNd CONTrBULIONS ...eoiiiiiiie e 4,428,776 6,896,475
Grants......ooeveviiniiiiinn, 1,937,548 1,207,055
Interest and dividends.... 515 2,288
Miscellaneous............... 16,444 9,193
CONtraCt SEIVICES ..ioiiiiiiiiiic e 298,667 84,500
Total Support and Revenues 7,139,867 8,614,407
Expenses
Program SEerviCeS ........ivviiiiiiiiiiiii 6,164,104 8,321,781
Management and general ... 108,596 166,742
FUNAIISING 1 282,372 340,972
Total Expenses 6,555,072 8,829,495
Change in Net ASSetS ..............ooooiiiiiiiii e 584,795 (215,088)
Net Assets at Beginning of Year.....................ooooiiiiiiiiiiiniii 777,748 992,836

Net Assets at End of Year $ 1,362,543 777,748




STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

for the year ended December 31, 2009 (with comparable totals for 2008)

ASSETS
2009 2008
Current Assets
SN et $ 308,661 149,344
RECEIVADIES 1.1t 1,314,862 711,133
Prepaid eXpenses...... ... 3,993 4,404
1,627,516 864,881
Furniture and Equipment, net 41,738 54,295
Other Assets
DIEPOSIES 1.t 3,510 3,510
1,672,764 922,616
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities
ACCOUNES PAYADIE ..ot 169,438 57,040
ACCTUEd EXPENSES ..ottt 80,026 65,993
Payroll liabilities...........ccoviiiiiii 60,757 21,835
310,221 144,868
Net Assets
UNTESTHACEA v 3,139 (121,759)
Temporarily restricted ..o 1,359,404 899,507
1,362,543 777,748

$ 1,672,764 922,616




ABOUT

The mission of the Mississippi Center for Justice is to advance racial and economic justice. The
Center carries out its mission through a community lawyering approach that combines legal services
with policy advocacy, community education and media advocacy. The Center's campaigns are creating
better futures for low-wealth Mississippians and communities of color in the areas of educational
opportunity, financial security, access to healthcare and child care, affordable housing and community
development.

The Center capitalizes on the time and talent of volunteer attorneys, law students and profes-
sionals from other public and private sectors. To find out more about the Center’s work, including
volunteer opportunities and how to donate in support of our work, visit www.mscenterforjustice.org
and become a fan on Facebook.

Working in areas as vast as affordable safe housing, disaster recovery and community development, the Center relies on partners from within Mississippi and across the nation.



Qs
\}0‘5‘\\0(\



We express our deepest gratitude to Joanne Edgar, writer, and Mike Lang, photographer, for their contributions to this publication.

Mississippi Center for Justice, 5 Old River Place, Suite 203, Jackson, MS 39202 / Jackson Office: 601.352.2269 / Gulf Coast Office: 228.435.7284
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