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Imagine Mississippl
Imagine Mississippi where all residents recovering from a disaster receive prompt, fair and adequate help

in rebuilding their lives.

Imagine Mississippi where legislative policy promotes equitable and affordable housing for all
communities, regardless of race or socioeconomic status.

Imagine Mississippi where predatory financing is outlawed and low-income residents have access to
fairly-priced financial services to meet their needs.

Imagine Mississippi where all children receive a quality education, are part of a safe, constructive
discipline system and stay in school to graduate.

Imagine Mississippi where children, elderly and disabled people Living in poverty have health care
coverage to meet their basic needs.

Imagine Mississippi where neighborhood residents work with developers, contractors, business owners
and landlords to create vibrant, mixed-income communities for everyone.

Imagine Mississippi where all citigens have equal access to our justice system to resoluve their legal problems.

Imagine Mississippi where legal professionals make a sustained commitment to advancing racial and
economic justice statewide.

Imagine Mississippi where pouerty has been eradicated.

Imagine Mississippi...
the social justice state.



Dear Friends,

We are pleased to present this report containing the highlights of our 2008 campaigns to advance racial and
economic justice in Mississippi. We had a great deal to celebrate in 2008. It was our fifth anniversary, and the year
this young, home-grown public interest organization firmly established itself as a powerful force in Mississippi’s social
justice arena.

We continued partnerships with dogens of local, state and national organizations and developed several new ones
that added strength to our campaigns and helped leverage our resources. Our pro bono program, which grew out of
our Katrina recovery efforts, resulted in the donation of 18,000 hours of pro bono assistance to hundreds of clients on
the Gulf Coast and across the state. This program, one of the most ambitious in the nation, is now a permanent part of
our organigation’s service delivery system.

In five years, we have earned the attention and admiration of clients, community leaders, organigational partners,
public officials, the media and the funding community. Since 2003, our budget has increased six-fold. We are winning
financial support from progressive donors both in and outside Mississippi. And we have received grants from some of
the country’s most respected private foundations.

Most importantly, we are providing a voice to Mississippians who lack political power and the means to control the
levers of change. As the highlights on the following pages show, we are helping these Mississippians rebuild their Llives
and their communities, combat abuses of predatory lenders, prevent mortgage foreclosures and improuve access
to health care.

None of this work would have been possible without your loyal and generous support for which we are deeply grateful.

ALl best wishes,

Mt B G’“‘”‘Kw--«,

Martha Bergmark
President



The concept of social justice is a simple one.
It is grounded in American democracy. It is embedded in the values and the constitution of our state.
But ensuring justice for all is not easy.

That's why the Mississippi Center for Justice is here.
We are dedicated to transforming social justice from a concept to a reality.

Tous,social justice means quality
public education, so our youngsters

will enter school ready to learn, stay until
graduation, and receive the kind of education
they need to becomeproductive members
of society after graduation.

Social justice also means access to
affordable childcare, so working parents
can send their children to safe and nurturing
environments thatplant seeds about the
excitement of learning, even before they
begin school.

Social justice means adequate and
affordable housing, a critical component of
any family’s stability. It means housing for
families on the coast who are still displaced by
Hurricane Katrina. It means helping homeowners
across the state prevent foreclosures. It means
protection from predatory lenders.




We are joined in the fight for social justice by attorneys from Mississippi
and across the country, and by hundreds of lLaw student volunteers,
advocacy organizations and corporate partners.

Here are the highlights of 2008:

We continued our recruitment, training and coordination of volunteer services of lawyers from more than 25 law firms
and corporate legal departments, who in 2008 provided 18,000 hours of pro bono assistance.

Our battle continues to reverse the State’s plan to use almost $600 million in federal hurricane housing recovery funds
to expand the State Port at Gulfport. In December 2008, along with pro bono co-counsel Mintz Levin and Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, we filed suit on behalf of the Mississippi NAACP, Gulf Coast Fair Housing

Center and a consortium of individual plaintiffs against the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to
stop the diversion.

Along with pro bono partner DLA Piper, we preserved homeownership and cultural identity in African-American
neighborhoods on the Gulf Coast by clearing property titles so that homeowners could secure grants and loans to
rebuild after Hurricane Katrina. As the result of this work, by year’s end, property owners had received $500,000 in
home grants.

In partnership with the Lawyers’ Committee and the Mississippi Center for Legal Services, we responded to the growing
home foreclosure crisis by creating a foreclosure legal assistance project designed to enlist pro bono lawyers to help
with individual cases and to advocate for policy changes to mitigate the crisis. In December, the Mississippi Bar
recruited more than 100 attorneys to participate in this effort.

In partnership with the Mississippi Low-Income Child Care Initiative, we provided legal and policy advocacy to improve
the availability and administration of federally-subsidiged childcare assistance for working families and co-hosted a
January 2008 summit of state leaders to rally support for needed reforms.

In partnership with the New York University Wagner School of Public Service, we published educational materials
describing payday lending abuses and their impact on low-income communities. This publication was circulated
widely across the State.

In partnership with the Mississippi Health Advocacy Program, the Mississippi Coalition for Citigens with Disabilities,
First Focus and others, we fought to remoue state administrative obstacles that have caused tens of thousands of
qualified children and adults to lose their Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program coverage. We also used

a “Vote for Me” ad campaign, funded by First Focus, to raise awareness about the importance of children’s issues during
the 2008 election cycle.

Currently, Mississippi’s legal aid programs serve about 10 percent of those in need of civil legal assistance. We
prouided testimony at the Mississippi Access to Justice Commission’s inaugural public hearings designed to raise
public awareness about legal needs of low-income Mississippians. The Commission will use the record of these
hearings to formulate strategies for increasing resources and revamping delivery systems to improue access to the
civil justice system.
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The Mississippi Center for Justice is immensely grateful for the generous volunteer services of national, state and local
law firms, as well as law students from across the country, without whom our work would not be possible.

2008 Contributions of 1000 hours or more
DLA Piper
Latham & Watkins LLP
Mintg, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glousky and Popeo, P. C.
O'Meluveney & Myers LLP
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

2008 Contributions up to 1000 hours

Balch & Bingham LLP Kilpatrick Stockton LLP
Ballard Spahr LLP Kirkland & ElLlis LLP

Bowie & Jensen, LLC Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP Don McGraw

Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes, PLLC Nixon Peabody LLP

Byrd and Wiser Jamie Priest

Citigroup Woody Pringle

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP Shearman & Sterling LLP
Cooley Godward Kornish LLP Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Covington and Burling LLP Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
Dukes Dukes Keating and Faneca, PA Venable LLP

Gilbert Oshinsky LLP Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Keys, Bryson and Piagga

Law Schools, Colleges and Universities
Catholic University of America Columbus School of Law
Columbia University School of Law
Duke University School of Law
Jackson State University
Millsaps College
Mississippi College School of Law
New York University Robert F. Wagner School of Public Service
Roger Williams University School of Law
University of Alabama School of Law
University of California, Davis, School of Law
University of Chicago School of Law
University of Idaho College of Law
University of Maryland School of Law
University of Southern California Gould School of Law
University of Texas School of Law
Wellesley College
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Contributors to the Mississippi Center for Justice

The Board and staff of the Mississippi Center for Justice are deeply grateful to its many contributors, without whom

our work would not be possible. Space does not permit us to list all donors. Included below are donors of $250 or

more from 2008.

$100,000 and Above
AARP Foundation

Equal Justice Works

The Ford Foundation

JEHT Foundation
Mississippi Bar Foundation
Public Welfare Foundation

$50,000 up to 99,999

DLA Piper Foundation

Foundation for the Mid South

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation

$25,000 up to 49,999

Dr. Edward Bergmark

Enterprise Corporation of the Delta
First Focus

Grantmakers in Aging/Hurricane
Fund for the Elderly

Institute for Foreclosure Legal Assistance
Barbara and David Lipman

$10,000 up to 24,999

AFL-CIO

Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund

Frank Baron

Estate of Carol Bergmark

Stacy Ferraro

Hal Malchow and Astrid Weigert
Janet and Luther Ott

Pfizer Inc

University of Maryland School of Law

$5,000 up to 9,999

AlG

Lucy and Peter Ascoli

AT&T

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
Sharon and Danny Cupit

Quinn Delaney and Wayne Jordan
Gilbert Oshinsky LLP

John Grisham

Jane Hicks

John Griffin Jones

Latham & Watkins LLP

O’Melueny & Myers LLP

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Don Verrilli

$2,500 up to 4,999
AARP Foundation Litigation
Adams and Reese LLP
Atiba Adams

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell &
Berkowitg, PC

Bancorp South

Bank of America

Martha Bergmark and Elliott Andalman
Laura and John Robin Bradley

The Chicago Bar Foundation

Wil Colom

Copeland, Cook, Taylor & Bush, PA.
James W. Craig

Forman Perry Watkins Krutg & Tardy LLP
Jack Londen

Lutheran Episcopal Services of Mississippi
Manatt, Phelps & Philips, LLP

Benetta Mansfield and Kalman Resnick
Melody and John Maxey

Robert B. McDuff

Victor McTeer

The Miller Law Firm, LLC

Sally and Dick Molpus

The Moriah Fund

Oxfam America

Michael P. Rogan

Norman Rosenberg and Tanya George
David Stern and Tracey Hughes
Sutherland

Treehouse Boutique

Watkins & Eager PLLC

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Kathleen A. Welch

$1,000 up to 2,499
Lauren and Dr. Charles Alexander
Bonnie Allen

American University Washington
College of Law

Andalman & Flynn, P.C.
Phyllis and Reuben Anderson
Balch & Bingham LLP
Pamela and Fred Banks
James L. Barksdale

Sharon and Rick Bass

Debbie Bell and Neil White
Jean and David Bergmark
Lisa and Walter Boone

Edna and John Bower

Bowie & Jensen, LLC

The Shepard Broad Foundation, Inc.
Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes, PLLC

Butler, Snow, O’Mara, Stevens &
Cannada, PLLC

Children’s Defense Fund/Unita Blackwell
Young Women'’s Leadership Institute

Crowell & Moring LLP

Kathy and Sid Davis

Anne Marie and Roy Decker

Patt Derian and Hodding Carter
Jack Dunbar

Johniece and Mayor Johnny DuPree
Bobbie and David Ferraro

Alex Forger and Fern Schair

Debra and Robert Gibbs

David Goodman

David Gottlieb and Rita Sloan
Peter R. Haje

Hancock Bank

Hawekins, Stracener & Gibson, PLLC
Mary F. Hendrick

John C. Henegan

John Heyman

Lavern J. Holly

Jonathan Hooks

Dorothy and Tom Howorth

Audrey Irmas

Jerry Johnson and Louisa Dixon
Booker T. Jones

Irene and Earle F. Jones

John Jopling

Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Marjorie Kouler Fund/Judy and Peter Kouler
Rachel S. Kronowitgz and Mark A. Lewis
The Lamacchia Family Foundation
Karen Lash and Martha Ertman
Trisha Lawson

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
Mel Leventhal

Judy and Elliott Lichtman

Dr. Frances Lucas

Ellen R. Malcolm

McGlinchey Stafford PLLC

Merrill McKewen and Jim Powers
Mockbee Hall Drake & Hodge, P.A.
Julie and Alan Moore

Mike Moore



$1,000 up to 2,499 (continued)
Joanne Pritchard Morris

Virginia and Luther Munford

National Legal Aid & Defender Association
NLADA Insurance Program

Beth and Steve Orlansky

Bob Owens

Parents for Public Schools, Inc.

Lisa and Billy Percy

Anne and Alan Perry

Phelps Dunbar, LLP

Stephen J. Pollak

Becky and Don Potts

Wiley Prewitt, Jr.

James L. Robertson

Sanderson Farms

Claire and Henry Sargent

Karen Sarjeant

Ann and George Schimmel

Rebecca Sive and Steven Tomashefsky
Constance Slaughter-Harvey

Mary Ann Stein

Alison Steiner and David Reynolds
Helen B. Stern

Trustmark Bank

Robert H. Tyler

University of Mississippi Foundation/
University of Mississippi School of Law

Watkins Ludlam Winter & Stennis, P.A.
Rebecca and Mark Wiggs

Blake Wilson

Wise Carter Child & Caraway, P.A.
Bonnie L. Wishne

Rhoda Byler and Warren Yoder

$250 up to 999

ACS Federal Solutions

Anita Andalman

Nan Aron and Bernard Arons
Shirley and Jonathan Asher
Bobby Bailess

Marian and Claiborne Barksdale
Susan Bennett and John Eidleman
Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP
Helen Boone

Kay Burch

Nancy and Roy Campbell
Catholic Diocese of Jackson

David Chambers and John Crane
Brad Chism

Lindsay Kudner Coates

Stuart Cohen

Community Foundation of Greater Jackson

Lil and Bill Cooley

Toni Cooley

Barbara and Fred Cooper

Deuarieste Curry

Elisabeth Curtz and Richard Coppola
John Davies

Polly Dement and John Mayer
Betsy and Kane Ditto

Monica and Mitchell F. Dolin

Phillip Dorman and Sara Waldstein
Ouida and Wayne Drinkwater
Robert Echols and Paul Drolet

Meg Finn and David Michener

Mary and Michael Flynn

Marnie and Peter Frost

Rocky Galloway and Reginald Stanley
Margrit and John Garner

Patricia and Michael Geng

Pamela Gilbert

Tommie and Will Goodman

Steven Gray

Winifred Green

Bob Greenstein

Mary J. Hackett and Arlie R. Nogay
Jerome C. Hafter

Reggie Haley

Janet Hall and Jim Campbell
Sherwood Harris and Eligabeth Shiver
William T. Hassler and Mary Sprague
Toba and Tony Hausner

Sidney Hollander and Kay Berkson
Most Reu. William Houck

Susan and Alan Houseman
Humanitarian and Legal Organization
Frank Hunger

Doressia L. Hutton

Bruce Iglauer

Jackson Medical Mall Foundation
Elizabeth Jenkins-Joffe

Pamela S. Karlan

Catherine Klipple

Kim Koopersmith

Derry and Craig Koralek

Victor A. Kouner

Mike Lang and Anita S. Miller
Rachel Anne and David Laney

Henry Langberg and Elaine Jones Langberg
Dana and Jonathan Larkin

David Baker Lewis

James A. Lewis

Abbe David Lowell

Anita Lyons

Maris, West & Baker

Mayo Mallette PLLC
Sharon and John McCarthy
Deborah McDonald
Anne and Robert McEluaine

Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glousky
and Popeo, P.C.

Mississippi Religious Leadership Conference
Nixon Peabody LLP

CLliff Ochs and Lucille McCook
Shirley and David Orlansky
Bernadette and Brian Orr

Larry Ottinger and Cinthia Schuman
Charles Overby

The Peoples Bank

Linda Perle and Neil Leuy

Margaret and Brad Pigott
Pocahontas Trotters

Linda and Mark Posner

Leslie Proll

R. Rea Corporation

Robert Raben

Linda and Michael Raff

Richard Raspet

Glenn W. Rawdon

Darby Ray and Raymond Clothier
William A. Ray

Danny Reed

Lora and Carlton Reeves

Iris Rothman and Shannon Ferguson
Michael I. Rudell

Catherine Samuels and Jeremy Henderson
Michael Sapognikow

Cynthia Schneider

The Segal Company

lan Shuman

Roberta and Howard Siegel

Lois and Ralph Silver

Posey Smith

Dr. Robert Smith

Southern Poverty Law Center
Jeffery A. Stallworth

Hon. Wardell C. Townsend, Jr. and Diane Martin

Dorothy Triplett

Michael B. Trister and Nancy Duff Campbell
Anh-Huong Thi Tu

Ellis Turnage

Olger C. Twyner, llI

Barbara Uhler

Jacqueline D. Waldstein

Jo-Ann Wallace

James Washington

Ellen Weiss and Dan Parr



STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2008 AND 2007

SUPPORT AND REVENUES
Contributions
In-kind Contributions
Grants
Interest and Dividends
Miscellaneous
Contract Services
Gain on sale of property and equipment

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUES
EXPENSES
Program Seruices
Management and General
Fundraising
TOTAL EXPENSES
INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS

NET ASSETS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR

NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR

2008

414,896
6,896,475
1,207,055

2,288
9,193
84,500

8,614,407

8,321,781
166,742

340,972

8,829,495

(215,088)

992,836

777,748

g\\\‘///;

2007

325,481
5,991,654
840,808
3,725
17,324
48,000
8,165

7,235,157
7,312,637
148,085
155,355
7,616,077
(380,920)

1,373,756

992,836



STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2008 AND 2007

ASSETS
2008 2007
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash 149,344 566,683
Receivables 711,133 388,807
Prepaid Expenses 4,404 11,064
864,881 966,554
PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT, net 54,225 63,466
OTHER ASSETS
Deposits 3,510 3,860
922,616 1,033,880

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable 57,040 5,558
Accrued Expenses 65,993 28,872
Payroll Liabilities 21,835 514
Deferred Revenue = 5,000
Security Deposit Liability . 1,100

144,868 41,044

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted (121,759) 115,620
Temporarily Restricted 899,507 877,216

777,748 992,836

922,616 1,033,880

g\\\‘///;



Mississippi Center for Justice

an organigation dedicated to advancing

racial and economic justice
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CENTER
FOR JUSTICE

5 Old River Place, Suite 203
P. 0. Box 1023
Jackson, MS 39215-1023
Phone: (601) 352-2269
www.mscenterforjustice.org
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